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This project was carried out in Kiiminki Senior High School in November 2015. The 
objective was to present my students as social commentators. The students were 
given a host of topics concerning Finnish society to work on and they were to turn 
in their effort in electronic form. The students were told their joint effort would 

be exhibited at school as well as published online. This piece of information 
apparently upped the ante as for the quality of the students’ work. In class the 

students were divided into small groups and each student was to evaluate three or 
four presentations. The objective with this was to make the student aware of 

their own role as the most important critic of their work – relying on the teacher 
providing assessment till the cows come home known to be a fiction – as well as 
familiarising the student with the criteria used in assessing compositions. The 
project was a success as the students clearly wanted to put their best foot 

forward knowing their effort would be made public. The English you find below is 
unedited yet showcases our students as keen social observers. Enjoy The Voice of 

Young Finland! Kiiminki November 2015 

Markku Perala MA , Teacher of English 



Contributing social observers in 2015 are in alphabetical order 
 

Ahonen Tiina, Haho Jonne, Hansen-Haug Anton,  
Harju Jaakko, Heikkilä Julia, Huovinen Paulus,  
Hökkä Sanni, Illikainen Linnea, Johnson Alina 

Jurmu Sofia, Jussila Lauri, Name witheld by request, 
Korhonen Tommi, Kylmäluoma Ville, Laamanen Minna, 

Lakkapää Matias, Lehto Joel, Lehtonen Katariina, 
Nevalainen Anni-Maaria, Ojala Elias, Paso Timo,  

Pehkonen Aliisa, Pulli Teemu, Pönkkö Anna,  
Ruokamo Jari, Soikkeli Silja, Suvanto Elmeri,  
Takkinen Roope, Turpeinen Silja, Tyni Sanni  

and Yavuz Ruusu 
 



Finnish values 

Perseverance. Privacy. Modesty. Those mentioned above are only a small part of the values Finns have treasured through the ages. As 
our society constantly changes around us, we have no choice but to adapt to what’s current. Due to this, Finns’ values have not only 
changed but also configured into new forms. Naturally, this begs the question: what are typical Finnish values and how have they 
changed through the ages? 

The value of words is an excellent example of something that has always been held in high regard among the Finns. While other 
countries may interpret their lack of speech as a sign of disinterest, Finnish people simply tend to state only the essential. In 
comparison to the Americans who have a strong culture of small talk, Finns may seem like a shy or reserved nation. However, in reality 
Finnish people hold strong value for honest words; if a Finn tells you he loves you, he means it. Also, keeping promises is very important, 
as one should not promise anything one can’t redeem. What comes to other timeless values of Finns, modesty has always been admirable; 
a typical Finn takes himself modestly and keeps minding his own business. Also fairness is a trait that Finnish people cherish closely 
even these days, as they strongly think that everyone deserves the same rights regardless of one’s origins or such. Equality is one of 
the most important values in Finland these days, as the inequality between different gender identities, sexes, religions and even sexual 
orientations has started to disappear. 

However, as Finland has started to adopt international traits, it has been impossible to avoid conflicts between Finnish and international 
set of values. Globalisation has created a gap between different generations of Finnish people; as the old generation may fight against 
new set of values, the new generation embraces them warmly. Nowadays, modesty has moved out of the way of self-appreciation, 
individuality advantage has replaced the public good and cultural identity is fading away. Or is it?  

This depends on the perspective. On the bright side, it seems that patriotism and the national defense will are still popular, especially 
among young men. Finns have kept the concept of home, nature and safety close to their heart ever since the old days, and loyalty is 
still held in high regard today (as my grandfather used to sum up in the 1940s: ‘Never leave a brother behind’). Even though Finns do 
treasure their older value perceptions, they have managed to mix them together with new values. Finland is a country of different value 
perceptions, all living balanced inside the country’s borders. 

Aliisa Pehkonen 



Finland - a welfare state? 

Finland is often around the world is considered as one of the healthiest and wealthiest countries in the world. 
Partly it's true and Finland can still be considered as a "welfare state" since our basic services like medical 
care, school, school food and such are free and finns don't die from hunger or such and the government takes 
care of everyone despite their place in the society. So you could say that in Finland nobody gets left under the 
open sky so to speak. Finland may appear as a "welfare state" in the eyes of a foreigner. Obviously Finland has 
its fair share of unemployed and poor people but that's the case with almost every country in the world 

But now about the concept "welfare state" and Finland. Finland is in deep debt and is incurring debt all the 
time. Let me give some numbers for you. At this moment fifteenth of November 22:00 Finland is in debt for 
about 99 844 400 032,62 €. That is a lot of money if you ask me. For every finn including newborns that is 
more than 18000€. Still thinking Finland is welfare state? But let's be serious: The concept "welfare state" 
might be incorrect in this case because of the debt situation situation and bringing more refugees to Finland 
will drag this beautiful country even deeper and deeper into the 'debt spiral'. Once Finland might've been a 
welfare state and might be still called one but by reading news, living here and by just looking beyond my toes i 
can't call this a "welfare state" anymore but that's just me. Obviously there are many countries doing much 
worse but that doesn't mean that the country doing better is a "welfare state" just because the aren't doing 
as worse at the moment.  

We tend to focus on assets and forget about debts. Financial security requires facing up to the big 
picture: assets minus debts. Suze Orman 

Roope Takkinen 

 



How shoukd Finland be marketed? 

I think Finland needs branding, because Finland is mostly known for Nokia, even though Finland has many other companies 
that have had great success in their own fields, like Rovio, Kone and many more. Kone is actually the best elevator company 
at the moment, or that's what i think because of their specialized materials made of carbon that allow them to make 
massive elevators that wouldn't be possible to accomplish with just stainless steel. Regardless of being at the top, not many 
people know that Kone is a Finnish brand, or even that it exists and that is because the biggest companies are always 
American and they are marketed in a way that makes them known to the whole world. I think that it's very important for 
Finland to create a good image of itself, and it has been doing so recently, especially with politics. Finland as a country is 
seen as a country that is doing well and the people living there are well educated and work hard. The problem here is that 
Germany has already done that with their own country. Or maybe they haven't actively tried to do so, but what comes to 
mind immediately is German efficiency and hard work. So Finland's national image right now is that we are pioneers in many 
political things, such as same sex couples being able to marry each other and taking in refugees from Syria. Finland also was 
one of the first countries to have a female president and the first country that allowed women to vote in the presidential 
elections. The way that Finland should market itself to other countries should be by presenting itself as it is, a country that 
is open minded and is doing quite well economically and can offer many great services, like material refinement, developing 
bio-fuels and other useful and nature preserving inventions, since Finland is also well known for it's nature. 

Elmeri Suvanto 

 

 

 

 



Finnish minorities  

  

The Finnish minorities cover about 10% of the Finnish population. There are the Sámi people, the Russians, the Swedish-
speaking Finns, the Roma people, the Finnish Jew and immigrants such as the Tatars. They can be split in to two groups: the 
Sámi, the Roma and the Finnish Jew are categorized as ethnic minorities whereas the Russians, the Swedish-speaking Finns 
and the Turk-Tatars are seen as linguistic minorities. It is common to forget that the deaf, the blind and even 
homosexuals are classified as minorities. Personally, I think of the Sámi and the Roma people when the subject is 
about Finnish minorities, which is probably because students are taught a lot about these two groups in school. Also the 
most discussed prejudices which Finns have about the minorities are about the Roma people, the so-called "gypsies".  

The Sámi people live in northern Finland. They are the one and only indigenous group in Finland. The Sámi or the "Laplanders" 
have their own language, which is Sami. The Sámi people still have access and the right to Sami language instruction, but the 
number of the Sami speakers has been notably decreasing. The Sámi livelihood contains of reindeer farming, fishing and 
hunting.  

The Roma, or better recognized by the title "gypsies" in English spoken language (which is also used as a mocking name for 
them), have been living in Finland for almost 500 years. The Roma people have their own language, tradition and culture, 
which is present in their everyday life. Family is a very important matter in the Roma culture; the relatives may visit each 
other daily, and never stop keeping in touch. The elder generation is in great value, and respecting them and being 
hospitable is very important. Unfortunately, a popular belief of the Roma people is very negative: they are thought to 
be quite aggressive and thieves, which obviously are generalizations.   

The Finnish minorities bring new languages and traditions to Finland. The variety of minorities makes Finland very 
multicultural, which encourages the citizens of Finland to treat each other equally. 

Alina Johnson 



Common values in Finnish society  
  
In Finland we have many significant and traditional common values. These values are usually originated from afar history and 
I find it important to cherish them as best as is possible.  
 I think one of the greatest values for Finns have always been family. In days of yore when soldiers came home from 
battlefront, the whole family were greeted them. People used to live nearby each other in the same area so the importance 
of family pronounced. Nowadays people get divorced more easily which changes family forms. Grandparents may live even a 
hundreds of miles away which might undermine the family relationships.   
 Linked to the foregoing Finns have always been patriotic but I think It's not indicated similarly as formerly. The elderly 
know better what soldiers have gone through so they respect our country's veterans more than youth. I think Finnish 
soldiers and their tasks should be emphasized even more in schools.  
 I see work and education as a salient values in Finland. For Finns is important to succeed and work in the occupation which 
attracts you most. Our excellent school system guarantees a comprehensive learning opportunities for us and we should all 
remember to be thankful for it.   
 Health is considered important in Finland, as in many other countries I guess. In Finland we have highly developed health 
care system and help is nearly always available. Finnish people want to keep in shape and avoid illness according to the best. 
Media is a good source of knowledge and therefore you can find many advices for the treatment of diseases for example.  
 Nature is also one of the remarkable values held in Finland. A big part of people appreciate quietness and natural beauty of 
the Finnish landscape. We want to protect Finland's forests and lakes but that might be a bit tricky nowadays. Carbon 
dioxide emissions will increase further and people are moving to large cities, away from nature. The maintenance of rural 
areas is in danger of decline.  
 Values unfold and change but it's part of life. Finnish values are so special for the citizens and society that I believe they 
will never disappear.   

 Anna Pönkkö  



Heroes of the Finnish Winter 

It's snowing heavy outside. You're sleeping like a baby in your cosy and warm bed, while there's plenty of people working 
hard to get the snow out of the roads so you could go to work next morning without a trouble. People forget to give credit to 
these unsung heroes for what they do for us. Without them we'd be in a big chaos every time we got an inch of snow. Usually 
you only hear mumbling and complaints for some reason. Someone might have been woken up because of the noise the 
snowplough makes, or someone's front yard might be under snow and they have to shovel it themselves. And those are just 
ridiculously small problems compared to what it would be without snow ploughs. 

But I think they are doing just wonderful job here in Finland. While in America I saw a lot of bad snow ploughing if they even 
ploughed at all. Just the system in general didn’t work. That's probably one reason Americans especially in the north have 
those huge pickup trucks and pretty much everyone in the area where they get snow puts a plough in front of it. That's just 
because the snow ploughing doesn't work like here and they have to get to work even though the road has two feet of snow. 

Here in Finland things are going well and we don't need to plough the snow ourselves. Even though there's some problems 
sometime and the road isn't perfectly smooth and clean we should thank them for what they do and be happy we have snow 
ploughs. The Finnish winter is just rough enough because of the darkness and cold. I don't think anyone would be happy if 
the roads were blocked because of snow. I'd probably just stay home and sleep like the Moomins from November to May. 

Katariina Lehtonen 

 

 

 

 



Finnish minorities  
  

Finland has a lot of minorities. They are only about 10 per cent of Finland's population. Minorities are groups that have a 
different language, religion or culture than the majority. Finnish Swedes are the first group that comes to my mind when I 
think about Finnish minorities. It is also the biggest minority in Finland. Then there's for instance Russian people, Roms, 
immigrants, Samis, Tatars and the Finnish Jews. When measured in per cents the amount of people in the minorities have 
increased over the centuries.    

         Finnish Swedes are native Finnish people who speak Swedish, which makes them a linguistic minority. About 5,3 
per cent of Finland's population are Finnish Swedes. Most of them live in Ostrobothnia, western coast of Finland. They have 
their own society there. They get all services in Swedish, they have schools that teach in Swedish and most of the traffic 
signs are in Swedish. There are many stereotypes of Finnish Swedes, for example people think that all of them are 
enormously rich.  

          Immigrants are an ethnic minority that comprises people from all over the world. They are one of the biggest minority 
groups in Finland. Because they all are from different countries and backgrounds their values and lifestyles are quite 
different. Most of the immigrants that come to Finland are from Russia and Estonia. Immigrants are very important to 
Finnish society. They are desirable labour force, also without them Finland's population would begin to decrease.   

          Minorities are not a burden - they are an asset. What we Finns don't often realise is that we can learn so much about 
others and ourselves if we step out of our comfort zones and interact with all the different people around us. We all have a 
story to tell, including the minorities who have gone through a lot in their lifetime. Finnish Swedes, immigrants and all the 
other minorities give us different perspectives of the world and life in general.   

  

Anni-Maaria Nevalainen 



Finnish minorities – an example of Sami’s 

Finland has never been a country of one culture. There are many minorities in Finland and one of them is the Sami. They are 
the only indigenous people in the European Union area. There are approximately 50 000-80 000 Sami’s in Europe and they 
live in the northern Europe. They have settled in the lands of Norway, Sweden, Russia and Finland of course. In Finland 
there are about 9000 Sami’s and they live mainly in Inari, Enontekiö and Utsjoki.  

     The Sami have their own language and it’s one of finnish language relatives. There are 3000 Sami’s in Finland who speaks 
Sami as their mother tongue. In the 1980s an official status was created for Sami in elementary school. Under current law, 
a Sami-speaking primary school pupil, who lives in the Sami Homeland area, has the right to get Sami language education. 
This education is available also in high school.  

   The Sami culture is based on their homelands and how they use it for useful purposes. The Sami have their own traditional 
livelihoods which are reindeer farming, fishing, hunting and handicraft but nowadays many get their incomes somewhere else 
than these traditional livelihoods. There has been controversy with the state about the Sami Homeland because the state 
owns more than 90% of the Sami homeland area. Employment in their Homeland area is very important for The Sami’s and 
their culture because it preserves the Sami colonization.  

    Because the Sami have their own lifestyle and identity which differs a lot from the Finnish majority population they have 
a so-called cultural autonomy. This means that they have their own language and cultural self-government in their homeland 
area. Sami self-government laid down by law the Sami Parliament. The Sami Parliament is a representative body in which the 
Sami elect from among its members.  

    There are many problems that face the Sami in the modern day Finland. Sami emigration from the Sami homeland causes 
problems for Sami language education and services, the future of the Sami language, culture and the traditional livelihoods. 
Global warming, globalization and the economic interest in the artic area will also bring many challenges. Luckily there are 
organizations that fight for the good of Sami culture.     Julia Heikkilä  



FINNISH MINORITIES 

Nowadays all countries have different minorities. In Finland these minorities are immigrants, Samis, Romanians, Finnish 
Swedes and sexual minorities for example. When I thought of Finnish minorities, especially Finnish Swedes spring to my 
mind.  

Finnish Swedes speak Swedish as their mother tongue but are still native Finnish population. Finnish Swedes are originally 
Swedish immigrant who moved the current Finnish regions in the Middle Ages. 

Today they are after all Finnish, not Swedish.  Finnish Swedes are the biggest minority in Finland. They are a bit less than 
6% of population of Finland, that is about 300 000. Finnish Swedes live mostly apart in three separate areas which are 
Uusimaa, Ostrobothnia coast and the Turku archipelago. And Åland is totally “Finnish Swede’s island”.  

Finland is a bilingual country which means that Finns and Finnish Swedes must be able to do normal life official services on 
their own language. In Finland, the study of Swedish is compulsory in schools. People are this case for and against. Finnish 
Swedes have also own political party RKP, which represents mainly Finnish Swedes. Its current chairman is Carl Haglund. 

Many Finns have different prejudices towards Swedish Finns. They are considered to be arrogant, snobbish, wiser and 
richer than Finnish for example. In reality, they are quite similar people than Finnish-speaking Finns. But it is true that 
Finnish Swedes are generally healthier and live longer than Finnish. They have a good sense of community and they live 
happily. Finns and Finnish Swedes are almost as equal but for example the Finnish Swedes have easier to get degree places. 

You have to remember that Finnish Swedes are only a minority in Finland and they are similar Finnish like us but they only 
have their own language.  

 

Tiina Ahonen 



Finland- a welfare state? 

 

The roots for finnish welfare state were born in the 1930s when Kela was set up. Over the decades the Kela came bigger 
and bigger and at the 1970s the welfare state really started up when the state began to give many kinds of subsidies to 
citizens and people started to move to the cities. 

Finnish school system is one of the best of the world. We have good teachers, free school food and free universities and 
high-schools. But at these days when the economic situation is pretty bad we have some schools in bad condition and no 
money to repair them. Because of the poor condition of the schools teachers and students may suffer from medical 
problems. The bad economic situation is also showing at the quality of teaching because of group sizes had to grow to reduce 
costs. 

Even in Finland we have a lot to do for make old people feel better. Treatment centers have been reducet and the quality of 
nursing in some places is awful. In individual cases some seniors have not been able to bath for weeks. Because of bad 
economic situation many old people have to suffer at home because of them cant go to nursing home and the nurse goes to 
their house so rarely. 

In Finland we all have almost free health care which i think is a good thing if it works well. Because of we live in a welfare 
state we have to pay a lots and lots of taxes, that is a thing the most earning people hates, but that is how our system 
works. Othervise we would have to 

pay from education, health care and many other things what poorest people not have money to. Many things could be a lot of 
worse so i am happy about this what we have now! 

Anton Hansen-Haug 

 



Religion in Finland 

Religion is thing that separate people. Some believes unwavering, some are atheist or agnostic, some people don’t know what 
or where they should believe and some of us just don’t even care. Also there are different religious sects and therefore 
there is many shades of believing. Some religious minorities live by the rules of their religion. Rules can be associated with 
food, appearance, hobbies, dating and getting married for example. Rules can be strict or adjustable but it depends which 
religion you belong.  

What part religion even has in people’s lives? I think it’s very general that when life shows you its dark side your belief 
wakes up “suddenly”. But when life is good and everything goes more than well, you don’t even think about something called 
God. Some people may end up to find God. Maybe life has been too rough or disorderly or the person wants peace and 
comfort. And vice versa. Someone could think that there’s no God or anything godly in this brutal world. Church and going in 
there is chapter of its own. Yes, there is divine service every Sunday but it’s the specific group who goes there. Generally 
people goes to church when it’s Christmas, All Saints’ Day, Easter, funeral or some ceremony like wedding for example. Many 
of young people goes to church very often if they are part of their congregation’s activity. For example, by now there’s over 
50 of students in our school who is part of Kiiminki’s congregation’s activity. There’s no reason to be ashamed of if you like 
to go on their camps or social evenings. For real, it’s not just praying and talking about Jesus Christ. You can learn there 
things you may ever learn in school or from books.  

Of course there’s some other ways to fulfil your spiritual needs. Meditating and self-examination are good ways to calm 
yourself down and reduce stress. Your life, your lifestyle.  

Minna Laamanen 

 

 



FINLAND´S UNSUNG HEROES 

Who are the real heroes in this country? A lot of people would probably suggest athletes, politicians and other celebrities. 
They are seen in media every day and surely almost everyone remembers their names and merits. In spite of all that we have 
a huge amount of people who have risked their lives for this country and for other people, yet there is only a small number 
of people who know their names and what they have done for us. 

Let's have the veterans as an example. Between 1939 and 1945 they fought in three wars. They defended our county and 
consequently gained our independence. During these years about 600 000 men and 100 000 women left their homes and 
joined the Finnish army. The youngest of the leavers were only 17 years old. Every eighth who left for war never came back 
home and many of those who returned had gotten permanently injured. The wars left behind about 30 000 widows and over 
50 000 orphans. Those children never saw their parents again. Over half a million people lost their homes. 

I think every veteran deserves to get more recognition and respect in Finland. Without them our lives and this whole country 
would be totally different. Without them we might not live in the welfare state that Finland now is. We wouldn’t watch the 
team Finland playing in the ice hockey world championships nor would we sing our national anthem after each victory. There 
wouldn’t be country called Finland on the world map. Not only did the veterans gain our independence but also made some 
notable development on Finland's reconstruction. They did a lot of valuable work for this country. 

However veterans are not the only unsung heroes in our society. As said before, there is a huge amount of people who have 
risked their lives to actually do good, to actually make a difference. Some of them do it every day. Doctors, policemen, fire 
fighters, charity workers along many others are all heroes deserving respect and honor. 

We barely notice all the good people here. We rarely give them the gratitude they deserve. All the unsung heroes should be 
greeted as they truly are, real heroes. 

SANNI TYNI 



Does the Typical Finn still exist? 

There are lots of stereotypes about typical Finnish person. We Finns are known as a hard-working man or woman who are shy 
and talk only if they must to.Typical Finn tries to avoid all situations where he/she could have to talk to strangers except 
when they are all naked in sauna. We are also known as a society with lots of improper use of alcohol. 

But is this really the truth about us? Does modern citizen of Finland only want to work hard and be alone. Do we have any 
characteristics in common or are we losing our national identity somehow? 

By the cause of globalization we have learned many new things from the rest of the world. We find fashion and innovations 
from the internet . Our school system upgrades and we learn new things about different countries and languages. When we 
go closer to other countries our own habits and manners starts to fade away. Or does it? 

I believe that some of our Finnish manners will never die out. When we use public transport like bus, we never go to sit with 
the strangers if it is not necessary. We Finns will always stay shy and Will always love sauna. What about the alcohol? I 
think the internet can´t take that away from Finnish culture. Thing that has changed during past decades is our knowledge 
of hard-working. Modern man uses more of his head than muscles. Computers and robots do more and more work instead of 
human and that makes our jobs an living much easier. Because of that I believe Finnish man isn´t doing any more job than 
people do in other countries. There is still one thing that dissociates us from rest of the world is "sisu" which is powerful 
word from Finland. It stands for the spirit of Finnish people who are strong and never give up. That is something that can't 
be taken from Finnish folk and it creates the "typical Finn" So yes. Typical Finn still exists, even if our manners have 
changed a bit, we will always stay as a Finns with sisu and we'll always love sauna. 

Matias Lakkapää 

 

 



Religion in Finland 

Religion in Finland is still quite big part of people lives. In daily life we don't think about it, we don't have rules about 
religion. We are kind of "free". 

Of course there is Lutherans who have some kind of rules. They are called religious sect. In Finland those sects are getting 
smaller. More and more of them don't care so much about the rules nowadays. But there is something in Finland what still 
keeps its place. When we Christmas, All Saint's Day, Easter and all the other Christians holidays, some of us go to church, go 
to the cemetery or just relax at home. So that's when we, who belong to the church, think about even a little bit our 
religion. Also baptism and confirmation are jubilees what we celebrate as Christians. 

Compared to the other religions in Finland they have more life controlling religion. For example Islamist have several times 
common salats. They comply precisely doctrines and law. For them their religion is their way of life and it's not odd. Muslims 
have different clothes and women condition is quite different. They also are not allowed to eat pork or food that includes 
blood, and they are not allowed to drink any alcohol. 

In Finland religion isn't such a huge part of society as in other countries, for example Iraq and Iran. Those countries are 
predominantly Muslim countries. If we go back history we all can see that religion and church have had power in Finland 
society, but somehow it's gone. I'm sure there is many reasons for that and one could be freedom of religion. That makes 
possible for every on to choose their own religion or not to choose any of them.  

Silja Soikkeli 

 

 

 



Finnish minorities  

  

When I think of Finnish minorities, the first group of minorities that come to my mind is the 
middle-eastern refugees that are recently coming to Finland from countries such as Iraq and 
Syria, trying to get away from the recent war(s) in the Middle-east. Most of them, when 
coming to Finland, only have a phone which can be really helpful to them, they can ask for 
directions etc. from Facebook groups for example. Due to them being poor, they're living in 
reception centers that are scattered all around the country, where they are taken care of 
until they find a place to work in. Although, they do get a little bit of money from the state, 
it isn't much and certainly nowhere near enough for them to be able to get a apartment to 
live in, or even for them to live on their own. Also, of course there are some that were 
expecting way too much when they came to Finland, such as almost immediately getting a 
home to live in, get a job and get money. I'm certain that these people are a minority in the 
minority though, and that most are just happy to be away from the war, living in a welfare 
state that takes care of them. Once they do find a job though, some or maybe even most 
will fill up the lack of workers in some occupations, which in my opinion is a great contribution 
to the country since there are a lot of occupations with not enough workers.   

Tommi Korhonen 



Finland - a welfare state?  

  

In my opinion Finland is a welfare state. I can't figure the reason why it wouldn't be. I think that everyone who 
has complained about our beautiful and healthy country should take a moment and think about their situation. Compared to 
some other countries, Finland is doing really well in many different ways. For example many developing countries don't even 
have education system or an ability for health care.  

 In Finland we have a great education system and health care. These two things are paid with tax money which comes from 
the Finnish citizens. Some people complain that the taxes are too high. It's true that the taxes are pretty high and you have 
to pay taxes for every cause. There is many different type of taxes in Finland. Tax on motor vehicles, inheritance taxes, tax 
on food etc. Especially entrepreneurs have to pay lot of taxes.  

For example if you become unemployed for some reason, you do not have to worry about not having money for living. Our 
social security makes sure of that and gives you unemployment assistance until you find some another job. Social security 
also supports you in your studies for example giving you study grants. So, I think that taxes are high for a reason and they 
aren't too high, at least not for me.   

The equality between man and women is quite good in Finland. At least, if you compare it to some other countries in Middle-
East. But it is not still perfect. According to research in some occupations men earn a little more money than a women. Men's 
retirement pension is twenty-five percent higher than women's. In my opinion, this should be fixed.   

I love to live in Finland, and I can say that Finland is a welfare state. And I am proud of that. 

Joel Lehto  

 



 Does the typical Finn still exist?  
  

I think that in Finland we have the typical Finns, and people have some characteristics in common. For 
example in Finland we have an amazing people who cares people, if something terrible happens. And of 
course the people who are honest in their opinions as to what they do. My sisters lost her phone 
somewhere and someone man found it and returned it to my sister.    
Human in Finland are very hard-working and that is a very good trait. Employer try to find the honest and 
the most active employees in the world, on my opinion that group can be found mostly in Finland. We have 
both men and women who wish to build a career. They are really ambitious employees.   

We also have a really shy people. People who do not know how to accept compliments, or able to appreciate 
compliments, even they said so. People do not know how to valuable they are this country. In Finland every 
people can do things what they want to do, but one of things is very important to them: to trust people and 
just spent time to other people and to take care of their families and friends.  

In this time there are a lot of immigrants and also in Finland some people do not accept them here. Some 
people are racist and tease immigrants. They think that we are losing our country to immigrants. But we 
have also people who take care of them without pay.  
If you are met some foreigner and you are talk to them about Finland and Finns, you are might be notice 
they think that we are a really nice people but little shy. Everybody likes Finns, usually. 

Silja Turpeinen 



Does the stereotypical Finn still exist?  

The stereotype of Finns being quiet and hard-working is partly still true, some people are quiet and grumpy 
but some are very lively and talkative, it just depends on the person's personality but i would say the 
majority of people are 'normal' in a way that they are not too chatty but not too quiet either. The hard-
working part though, Finland has a lot of unemployment, and the unemployment rates are at an all time 
high. This being said, Finns that are working do work hard and put their backs into it, which is also a part 
of the Finnish stereotype. We call it sisu, others call it stubbornness. The Finnish characteristics during 
winter are gloomy faces and tired eyes, and it is the same for most of us Finns. During winter when the sun 
sets early and barely rises, Finns are more depressed than during summer. Nevertheless, some people 
prefer winter over summer because of the outdoor activities that you can do during winter, so the 
stereotype definitely fits some, but not all or even most Finns. Our national identity is very important. It 
defines Finland to the outside world, and right now the stereotype of Finland as a country is Nokia, sauna 
and tar. After the fall of Nokia, or that's at least what i would describe the situation as, Finland has lost 
one of it's prides, so you could say that the national image is slowly crumbling down which I think leads to 
Finland trying to be very active politically and tries to appeal to other people by other means. Like making 
homosexual couples be able to marry each other, and opening up our borders for the people in Syria. It's 
almost like Finland is trying to prove it's worth to the outside world and be the leading image, and i think 
it's good that there's change and that there are people that are willing to change to make this world a 
better place for everyone. 

Teemu Pulli 



Finnish minorities  

  

We have many different minorities in Finnish society; ethnical groups, like Gypsies or Samis, sexual minorities, language 
minorities and much more. When I hear the word “minority”, the first group that comes to my mind is Finnish Swedes. They 
are Finnish people but their mother language is Swedish.   

I think that Finnish society takes well care of Finnish Swedes because we have two official languages and everyone has to 
study Swedish in school.  Finland has Swedish TV and radio channels, schools and newspapers. It has been a lot of discussion 
about obligatory Swedish lately and some people are highly against it. The way I see it, learning a language is never a bad 
thing and two languages make the Finnish culture more diverse.   

The number of Finnish Swedes was about 300 000 in the end of the year 2013. The number will probably decrease because 
it is usual that a Finnish Swede gets married with a Finnish speaker. Most of Finnish Swedes live in western or eastern 
Finland in residences with high number of Finnish Swedes, for example in Raasepori or in Pietarsaari. Åland is completely 
Swedish.   

People tend to create stereotypes of different groups so it is not any wonder that Finnish Swedes are also stereotyped by 
many people. Many think that all the Finnish Swedes are rich, highly educated or arrogant. I’m not a big fan of stereotypes 
so I just like to think that they are normal Finnish people with different language. Some of them are successful in life, some 
are not.   

Finnish Swedes value their language and their communality. It’s been said that due to their strong communality, they even 
live longer. Finnish Swedes and all the other Finnish minorities make Finland’s culture richer and Finland would not be the 
same without them and that’s why it’s important to not let them disappear.  

 Sanni Hökkä 



Does the typical Finn still exist? 
 

What is a stereotypical Finn?Stereotypical Finn is hard-working,quiet and honest. 
But are these claims true?If you ask a Finnish person opinion of your clothes she is 
usually going to tell her own real opinion.But Finns also know when is better to tell a 
little lie in order to get a good outcome.So yes we are pretty honest people. 
Are common Finish people hard-working?Well that depends little on the age of the 
person.Finns are hard-working people,but there are exeptions of course.Finns like 
money and to get it,we need to work-hard.So I would say that we are a hard-
working nation. 
Stereotypical Finns are claimed to be quiet. Most Finns are not good at small 
talk.But when Finns start to talk about something intresting with their friends 
there is no holding back and not a single one word is unsaid.In work Finns try to say 
everything shortly and the most understandable way. 
So basicly everything depends on the situation.My own oppinion is that the 
stereotypical Finn still exists,but what is your oppinion? Timo Paso 

 



Does the typical finn still exist?   

Typical finn is often described as a man or as a woman of few words. I honestly think that this is not true. 
I know many people that are not so silent as 
a typical finn would be. Most of them are of course my friends so its only usual that we can talk with each other so easily.  S
ometimes an complete stranger might come and talk just because he feels like it. Finns are very self confident so i dont see 
why they would be only saying a couple a words a day. There of course is always a reason behind every conversation. The conv
ersation might come from simple reasons like cause someone has had a nice day or is someone just 
in need for someone to talk to? There might be many reasons behind this feat but the picture of 
us finns being silent isnt true from my perspective, or at least that talent of ours is fading slowly but surely. 
People are more social and might think that their reputation might suffer if they are being too silent and they might think o
f that person as somekind of creep.   

What about the old good fashioned hard working finn. This is 
a feat we finns who have grown at the countryside will absolutely know. You wont believe  how much firewood is getting chop
ped up for the long winters. But finns are not usually skipping work if they are not sick. They do not usually just feel like tha
t this would be a good day to just continue my sleep. Even if that thought might cross everyones mind once in a while.   

Finns are also honest they do not tell lies. This is 
of course true but everyone at one point in their lives has a told a little white 
lie. So not everyone might be so pure from the heart as 
it might look like. There might be of course a few characteristics that are different in every people but the image of 
a typical finn might not change. But who really can answer this question? I guess we just have to wait and find it 
out ourselves.  

Ville Kylmäluoma 



Finland - a welfare state?  

  

What kind of welfare state Finland is? Is it safe to live here? Can I go to school? In my experience, I can say that here is 
really safe to live and you can go to school completely free of charge.  

Finland has been good example of modern day welfare state at least last 30 years. Our school system is one of the best and 
the most professional in the world. It is free from pre-school to university and school meals is also free, which is very 
uncommon in other countries.  

In Finland, the taxation is quite high, but it covers a good education, health care, clean and comfortable environment and 
above all child benefits and any other supports.  

Kela is a Finnish government agency in charge of settling benefits under national social security programs. Today, it is 
responsible for child benefits, unemployment benefits, sickness benefits, health insurance and student 
benefits. Kela is absolutely necessary for Finland.  

When we talk about the Finnish health care, it is a matter of what we Finns should be proud of, because here is a well-
trained doctors and nurses, which is top of world.  

Unemployment is a big problem in Finland. A lot of young people are unemployed and it's not a good thing, but that's 
why there are all kinds of supports that help people cope without a job.  

Everyone knows that all can’t be perfect, not even in a welfare state, although Finland has a lot of debt, it still is able 
to provide subsidies and benefits for the citizens. Here is still always chance to improve, but conditions here in Finland is 
top class. Hopefully, we could get the Finnish economy under control soon, so that conditions would be even better.  

Jonne Haho 



Finland - a welfare state? 

Finland is very welfare state. We have free health care, everyone has the same rights and our school system is 
free. Finland got pretty high tax percents, which makes free health care and school system possible. Taxes 
are collected according to income which means that people doesnt have so big difference on affluence. 

Finland is well known for our school system. School is free for everyone and we get free lunch every day on 
school. Here in finland people dont suffer because of hunger, thanks to our social security which supports 
underprivileged citizens. In Finland everyone is equal, it doesnt matter what gender you are or where you come 
from, you are equal with everyone. Finland is safe place to live, you dont need to be scared to walk on the 
street middle of night. Of course Finland has some criminality too, but compared to some other countries, we 
have very little criminality. 

Im very grateful that i was born in Finland. Finland is almost perfect country to live in, only thing i dont like 
about Finland is weather. We can drink tap water which is possible only on very few countries. Finland is great 
place for youth, we get free education. After high school when we go to university for example, we get support 
from kela which pays our living when we are studying. Government also organizes free recreation for youth 
such as youth centres and libraries. 

Short story even shorter: Finland is welfare country and great place to live in. 

 

Jaakko Harju 

 



Finland’s unsung heroes 

Who can be a hero? 

How old? Sex? Woman? Man? Cat? Dog? 

The expression of a hero: 

Some human or animal do something special for other human or animal. For example somebody save another in 
emergency. Potentially she/he get fame and honor and awards. 

In our newspaper telling about Johanna Tukiainen or Matti Nykänen who is the whole people joke. The magazine do 
not tell about us real hero. Doctors, truck drivers, police mans, cleaners, firefighters and our country rescuer war 
veterans. They are Finland’s unsung heroes. 

Talking about doctors, cleaners and police mans. My opinion is to doctors are real heroes. They save people in 
hospitals. In their hands are many sick and dying humans. Police help us if we have emergency. Somebody threaten 
us with knife. Police come and make clear that situation. If they are not heroes, so who is? I think nowadays people 
do not regarded for example cleaner. Parents harrow their kids if young do not study hard they get washing hotels 
toilet. But if somebody does not that job we drown in junk. That stance telling a lot. 

People who saved our country are unsung nowadays. Veterans are this county bed. But still them remember only 
6.12. Finland Independence Day. 

I think the awards are unfair. Everybody can not get apparent or candidate. Who tell, whose story or experience is 
better than somebodies else. All people see thinks in various ways. So it is wrong give award for some single. I 
think must give another too. Every own life hero deserve award. More awards for share!     Sofia Jurmu 



Finland's unsung heroes 

    Why nobody don't remember the heroes anymore? The pages of newspapers and tabloids overflow with athletes and 
trivial celebrities. It's not right that real heroes names are not known. Everybody know hockey star Selanne or  self tale 
Tukiainen.  They are Finnish heroes or so everyone thinks!  

    Our country the real heroes are for example doctors, mail mens, policemans, firefighters, teachers, veterans or cleaners. 
They do the so-called the worse most work. Without them there ''heroes'' do not get along. All peoples would respect them. 
They drudges and where it is thanks to them? Most of the veterans are buried, still they needs respect and glory! They are 
the main cause our country's independence. It is good to remember. They  defended our own country. They thought other 
than himself. What would we do without mail mens or cleaners who makes our lives ten times easier. Police forces safes our 
life, or at least make their best. Every doctors in this land carry out that we live in a long time and healthy. The teachers 
teach us what their master. So maybe we can teach some day youngers as we. Firefighters do also dangerous works that we 
have safe. Remember flames are so so very risky natural element or stupid peoples started. 

    It's so important treasure all we heroes. So fatalies than living. Everyday, forever and coming heroes helpp to all. 
Physically or maybe mentally. Remember to tell your offspring white knight and everything related to them. Remind them 

 also to be proper heroes. 

 

Name withheld by request 

 



 

FINLAND – A WELFARE STATE? 
 

Finland developed welfare state as a result of hard work after world war two. Finnish government has always worked for the 
benefit of the people kind. The Finnish government is a lot of people, most of whom are very loyal for a Finnish common man. 
Finnish people are very ingenious and they are well known for their products around the world.  

The Finnish school system has been one of the best in the world. Finnish children start to preschool when they are six year 
old which is voluntary. Finnish primary school lasts for nine years after that go vocational school or high school. Education 
level is very high in Finland because Finnish school system is financed by tax revenue so all Finnish children have access to 
school. The highest Finnish schools are university and polytechnic. 

Every Finnish people securing basic health care that will also be paid for out of tax revenue. That we Finnish people take for 
granted today but in many States it is just a dream. Finnish health care is divided into private and public sectors which can 
be selected. Private services are chargeable but ordinary Finnish people have the opportunity to use them. 

The way I see it Finland is still a welfare state because the state shall offer its citizens basic security. For instance, if 
Finland citizen is unemployed so citizen receives financial support from the “Kela” that is, the social insurance institution in 
English. To cut a long story short life is safe in Finland. 

There is a really good equality in Finland. All are on the same line in human rights, young, the old, women, men or anyone who. 
You don´t need to worry about corruption because the Finnish authorities have reliable.  

Finland can still itself a welfare state now and in the future. Finland is one of the most advanced countries and all Finns keep 
importance of the welfare state It will help it to stay that way.  Elias Ojala 



We see things as we are 

 

In my opinion it's hypocrite to take part only in generally approved. People that don't 
generally bother to care about more than their personal wellbeing, create unconsciously an 
opinion without understanding the conflicts different sides and their motives. People should 
dare to open their eyes, step out of their comfort zone. Maybe it really is so that the 
greatest enemy of knowledge is not ignorance, it's the illusion of knowledge. 

We talk a lot about equality nowadays. Is it not a contradiction that we demand equality only 
in certain cases? Why don't we insist it everywhere and for everyone?  

Who has the right to value human life?  

If you want to sympathy with people as a human, you have to do it always, and with everyone, 
with no preference. A human is a human despite the location.  

Just creating pressure for anyone, the jellyfish has survived for more than 500 million years. 
Despite having no brains. I think that gives hope to many people. 

Ruusu Yavuz 



FINLAND – A WELFARE STATE? 
 

Finland has a lot of talk about whether the Finnish welfare state? Almost all agree that Finland is a 
welfare state, but not everyone agrees. Finland is very good for the health service and education 
are top class and the government will support all the Finnish citizens in some way. 

Many foreigners consider the Finns are drinking so much alcohol and using drugs, but we know how 
to be reasonable. Could be the Finnish welfare state, if we use a lot of drugs compared to other 
countries? Yes we can! Alcohol and drugs do not affect our well-being not much, just a bit. 

Recent events have undermined the position of Finnish welfare state, such as the shootings which is 
quite incomprehensible in Finland. Some Finns are sick, or somehow otherwise get messed up when 
doing something so terrible. Finnish but can still be called the welfare state, because every country 
is someone who does not go well and you never know when this goes to people such as nerve and 
you're in one case, get out of hand. 

There are many other countries, known as the welfare state, and they will go worse than Finland, 
Finnish is not so why should a welfare state? In Finland, it is good to live here and feel secure, and 
not have to constantly fear the worst.  

-Lauri Jussila 



Finland - a welfare state 

Finland is often defined as a welfare state but what is the definition of welfare state. Of course we have 
the best school system here in Finland but it doesn't say anything about other things of state. Now I tell 
why I think Finland is a welfare state. 

In Finland we have one of the best health care in the world if not best. For example dental care is free for 
all people under 18 years of age. Even after bad accident you can go to hospital regardless of wealth. Here 
is also good care for elderly when compare to other countries. 

Here is quite safe and reasonable traffic system because here have been fewer road accidets than many 
other countries. Finnish police aren't corrupt and finnish traffic system is very good in every way. 

In Finland people have many rights. They are called basic rights and they are for every people. These are 
social security, religious liberty, freedom of movement and freedom of speech for example. These things 
are possible here because Finland is a democratic state. 

I think the thing what symbolizes our walfare state is that societal problems gets a lot of publicity. And 
when the problems gets publicity they usually resolve. The many problems have been solved in this way. 

So that was my opinion about thing and I think Finland is a welfare state. There is many countries in this 
world where social matters are worse than here in Finland. 

Paulus Huovinen 

 



Finland's unsung heroes 

In Finland there is a lot of significant people who have been forgotten. First comes to mind for 
instance veterans, some athletes, artists, experts and many other person whose work we don't 
notice appreciate enough. But in my opinion our mothers are the real unsung heroes.  

Moms are working around the clock. Even they are always in work and it's quite heavy I think that 
almost anyone mother wouldn't change any moment off. Often we do not remember how important 
person she is in our life. She's this person who is with you before you are even born and take care 
of you whole childhood. She oversee night because of you,  and waives many own plans child's plans 
sake. She does always compromises and be friend when ever needed. They do everything for their 
kids' sake. 

But we cannot forget dads, their role is as important like mothers'. Dads are our role model, we 
learn many habits from our dads and we often want to be like them.  

Sometimes everyone of us are certainly thought that our parents are so irritating because they set 
the rules, then we seldom thought that they just want to protect me. I think that few of us 
remember pay attention of our parents enough often.  Let's make our parents unforgettable heroes 
and give the more attention. 

Linnea Illikainen 



Finland's unsung heroes 

If we are talking about Finland's unsung heroes, in my opinion, the real unsung heroes are the Finnish 
police. Finnish police is an extensive nationwide organization which is under the authority of Finnish state. 
They consists of about 7800 police officers and 11 police stations around the country. Finnish police 
prevent criminality and that’s how they create more security in our daily lives. 

Many people who I have met thinks that police forces suck, because in their mind police is only a harm to a 
ordinary folk. We are supposedly paying too much taxes about them and police is always giving us a hard 
time. Do they think that we don’t need protection to all of this nowadays criminality? No protection to 
defend justice? I think that they haven't thought it this way. 

Finnish police officers are professionals in their own field. They have trained for many years in a special 
police college in Tampere. In Finland there is only one police college and that is in Tampere. Police officers 
are physically in good shape. 

Finnish police identification colors are dark blue and white like our national flag. Everything is based on 
blue and white colors; cars, uniforms and a logo (which is a lion head mixed with knife). 

In my mind the Finland's unsung heroes are Finnish police, no one really care of them because they are 
faded background so good nowadays in our daily life, but they are still protecting us 24/7. I would like to 
put on a pedestal these enforcement of the word of law and justice. 

Jari Ruokamo 
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