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This project was carried out in Kiiminki Senior High School in November 2016. The 
objective was to present my students as social commentators. The students were 
given a host of topics concerning Finnish society to work on and they were to turn 
in their effort in electronic form. The students were told their joint effort would 

be exhibited at school as well as published online. This piece of information 
apparently upped the ante as for the quality of the students’ work. In class the 

students were divided into small groups and each student was to evaluate three or 
four presentations. The objective with this was to make the student aware of 

their own role as the most important critic of their work – relying on the teacher 
providing assessment till the cows come home known to be a fiction – as well as 
familiarising the student with the criteria used in assessing compositions. The 
project was a success as the students clearly wanted to put their best foot 

forward knowing their effort would be made public. The English you find below is 
unedited yet showcases our students as keen social observers. Enjoy The Voice of 

Young Finland! Kiiminki November 2016 

Markku Perala MA , Teacher of English 



  

 Contributing social observers in 2016 are in alphabetical order 
 

Demir Nizam, Heikkinen Iisa-Liina, Holmi Anna-
Sofia, Häkli Pauliina, Hörkkö Iida, Illikainen 

Janika, Karjalainen Anni, Karvonen Niklas, Kukka 
Joona, Kyngäs Veera, Lauriala Mira, Laurila 
Jutta, Lehtosaari Veera, Liias Iida-Maria, 

Meriläinen Lauri, Meriläinen Roosa, Miettinen 
Emma, Moilanen Iiris, Paasovaara Anni, Partanen 

Henna, Partanen Tuure, Pesola Väinö, 
Saastamoinen Atte, Simonen Mira, Syväsalmi 

Sara, Viide Isabella 



Does the typical Finn still exist? 
When you mention the word “Finnish” in a conversation, the first things that pop in the mind –Finnish person or not – are the 
stereotypes. Finns are usually viewed as rude, maybe a little bit depressed and alcoholic but hard-working people of few 
words, who live mostly in the middle of nowhere, somewhere where the sun isn’t a thing in winter. 

Personally, I would say some of that isn’t quite true. It is true that Finnish people don’t like to waste time on small talk, and 
we may get uncomfortable when a stranger invades our personal bubble and strikes a chat. Those may create quickly an 
image of us being rude. However, that we are not. Finns are quite helpful, kind and always ready to talk about basically 
anything, especially about Finland, let it be the nature or the culture and people. When it comes to the topic of Finnish being 
depressed and alcoholics, I would like to deny that. Sure, we may seem quite passive-aggressive at first, but as time goes on 
and we start to build up trust, Finns get quite talkative, loud and rowdy. I’d dare to say the dark winter months are just 
draining us up. And, well, when it comes to alcoholic part, I would just say we like our alcohol. Not to the point of alcoholism 
though. 

Finns are also often viewed as hard-working people. We are effective, take care of things on time and our students are 
bringing home respect and admiration in their studying motivation. Now, I would say that Finnish people are indeed. We like 
to do things as fast as possible so it can be off our lists, but we always make sure the work is still top quality. Also, if one 
thing can be trusted, it is a Finn’s word; if a Finnish person says they are going to do it, they mean it. Actually, another 
stereotype I often come across is that Finnish are very trustworthy. I can agree with that. As the previous has already 
explained, we do not like to stick our noses into any one’s business and therefore, we can’t really be taken as gossip mongers. 

Even though we share these certain characteristics, we are individual people. Some of us are more outgoing than others, and 
some of us would rather spend their lives in cities than in the countryside. We’re also at the moment opening our eyes more; 
refugees and social media are bringing us new cultures. So in my opinion, yes, the typical Finns still exist. But I cannot say 
for how long; within the new cultures, maybe a new typical Finn will be developed. 

Veera Kyngäs 



  

Common values in Finnish society 
When thinking about Finnish values first thing that came to my mind was this Finnish saying: home, religion and homeland. 
Roots of this saying reach very far and I believe it used to mean more to people than it does nowadays. I think that the 
meaning of religion has reduced because in last decade Finland has become more an information society. But I would say 
Finnish people still appreciate home and our homeland and people who have defended it. 

Usually Finns are seen as reticent people who are also very honest, hardworking and trustworthy. These values have always 
been part of our culture and most Finns still own these qualities. Along with the above-mentioned we Finns have many more 
positive personal traits. For example Finnish people are connected to tenacity and during the Winter War was composed this 
concept “sisu” which simplified means Finns’ bravery and willpower. 

You might say Finns have always been very honest and reliable people and I believe that is true. When we have the nerve to 
open our mouths we say the things as they are. We go straight to the point and as a result we avoid misunderstandings. 
Consequently we may come across as unfriendly and rude people but our purposes are good. And that’s why you can rely on 
Finnish people. 

And a value that is very important to us Finns and what is fulfilled pretty well here in Finland is equality.  For instance 
gender equality, where women and men have the same rights such as right to vote and right to be in political positions, 
actualize well here. I believe we still attempt to improve gender equality all the time because we still have some problems in 
this area. For example women’s salary is still a little bit lower than men’s.  But still our ranking on the list of most equal 
countries in the world is on the top end! 

So to my mind we Finns have stayed true to our values and personal traits over the years. And we should cherish these 
values and traits because they make us the nation that we are. 

Emma Miettinen 



 Does the typical Finn still exist? 

Stereotypical Finn used to be an honest, hard-working person of few words, but is this image still valid today? To my mind it 
has changed a little bit in a past few years with more ways than one. Of course ‘stereotypical’ Finns still exist, and I think 
that they’re not going to be a thing of the past in a long time. 

On the contrary, stereotypes are not going to vanish, and I think that’s because they change along with us. What I mean 
with that is that when we change, there’s always some new stereotypes to find. One of the reasons for this phenomenon 
could be a better worldwide communication, thanks to internet. It’s pretty easy to get new habits or ways to behave from 
social media. 

What stereotypes have started to vanish then? I have heard that youth aren’t as hard-working as they used to be. Or at 
least that’s what I’ve heard from adults. I’m not hundred percent sure, but I think that Finns have started talking to each 
other, or at least it seems like it. We still don’t do small talking, but if you’re lucky, we might even smile or say hi to you. 
We’re not trying to be mean or anything, most of us just want to say things as they are and we usually think that we should 
just mind our own business. Or maybe we just are grumpy all the time because of the cold weather. 

At least one stereotype hasn’t changed a bit, which is love towards our personal space. For instance, it’s kind of funny to see 
Finns at the bus stations standing in a row at least on meter apart. And no, you can’t sit next to a stranger in a bus, he/she 
might even bite. Am I right? 

It’s interesting to see how stereotypes will change in the next few years, or will they change at all. 

Janika Illikainen 

  

 



Finland – A welfare state? 
Welfare state is a state in which the welfare of the people in such matters as social security, health, education, housing, and 
working conditions is the responsibility of the government. The welfare state is typically associated with rich nations such as 
the United States, Canada, Germany, United Kingdom and many more. The welfare state is the package of benefits that the 
unemployed, sick or indigent population receive for free from the government. These benefits typically include various forms 
of national health care, where hospital treatment and medications are provided free of charge by the State. 

Is Finland a welfare state? Finland has got a great education system and free health care. The government takes care most 
of the people. Also the crime and corruption rates are low. On the other hand there is true despair among the lower ranks of 
society. Some of the elderly and sick feel they are forgotten. Families with children feel the government intrudes in 
everyday life. There are even thousands of children who get their only meal in school. And of course the taxation rate is 
going up. Also the unemployment rate is rising everyday. To my mind Finland still qualifies as welfare state at least for now. 
Every country has their own problems, even Finland does. But the thing is that the problems are meant to be solved. Finland 
must change and adapt in order to keep the welfare status. 

To cut a long story short Finland is a welfare state but Finland has to change its policies to keep it that way. We don’t want 
to become desperate because desperate people do desperate things. Everyone wants to live at the expense of the state but 
they forget that the state wants to live at the expense of everyone. 

Lauri Meriläinen 

  

 
 
 
 
 



Finland – a welfare state? 
 Finland is known as a welfare state, standing for ’’a concept of government in which the state plays a key role in the 
protection and promotion of the social and economic well-being of its citizens’’ (Wikipedia). 
As we all know, the Finnish school system has gained a huge amount of attention even abroad for its educational strengths 
and possibilities to create highly taught people. For our amazing educational system, we have a variety of professional 
services like kindergartens, schools, libraries, hospitals and so on. The government of Finland takes a good care of the young 
and the old, all the way from cradle to grave. 

Despite to these, not all are able to exploit the services we have. The main reason to this problem might be money. 9.4% of 
Finland’s population are unemployed. The percentage is not quite high, but it has effect on people trying to find money to buy 
themselves the kind of services they need. Some of the services are too expensive for those who don’t have enough money in 
their pockets. 

Another problem what loss of money/ job can cause, is homelessness. Some people cannot acquire an own home for 
themselves if they are not able to pay anything. These people have to sleep on streets and in other people’s staircases to 
load their batteries during the night for another rough day on the street. Yes, this is happening in Finland, too. 

For some people, it is nearly impossible to find any professional help. They may have hurt themselves in the past, but couldn’t 
have found any help since then. They may suffer in great pain every day, all the day, for 24/7. And no professionals are 
going to lend their aid for the needing if you are not going to stand out for your rights on your own. 

Now you can think about this by yourself. Do you think that we live in a welfare state? 

Iida Hörkkö 

  

 



Religion in Finland 
In Finland the church and religion will come to people’s lives at baptism, confirmation classes, weddings and funerals. These 
proceedings of church bring close to relatives, friends and other people. We have to pay church tax if we want to use the 
services of the church. Finns who belong to the church comes magazine featuring religious events, for example, the spiritual 
music events. Christmas time the church will be particularly close to the Finnish culture and many Finns go to church to 
listen to Christmas song. 

Some people might deal with minority religions dismissive and skeptical. Maybe it’s due to the fact that they do not have 
enough information about them. Each religion has its own rituals and way of functioning to practice their religion. For 
example, Jehovah’s witnesses spread their religion by telling from door to door. In Finland, the Orthodox are more 
prominent religious minority, for example, Sunday is the god of the Orthodox services on television. 

Religion can bring security and support for people with mental health problems. Religious gatherings can make friends and 
spiritual safety and it can get a sense of belong to a community. A person can get it through the new social relations and 
knows that they can be themselves. The way a person is able to maintain social relationships. The Bible also gives people life 
advice because it is the holy book for us. Perhaps each of us has some sort child’s faiths. Most families raising parent’s 
religion has been more significant than in modern times. It appears upbringing and values of life. Religion still has a lot of 
impact on our everyday lives even though we do not notice it. 

Roosa Meriläinen 

  

 
 
 
 
 



Finland’s unsung heroes 
 Pekka Hyysalo is a 26 years old Finnish freestyle skier. He represented Turku Slalom Track. The most significant is double 
championship for young SM-Freestyle in 2006. But April 2010 changed everything. It was been 28 April when Hyysalo had a 
serious accident in Ylläs trying to jump under difficult conditions. He came down sideways and hitting his head on the ground. 
As a result of a crash helmet, split apart and Hyysalo suffered a serious brain injury. He was in a coma 17 days. Also the 
forecast was poor. Good physical condition to have been a decisive factor in the critical healing phase. It takes half year to 
stand with his own leg again and 11 month return to skis. 
He had two choices, give up or fight his way back. And he choose fight. I think that he is hero because he won’t fall in his 
bed after his accident. Instead he seems to have more power to his life. He even tried to run half marathon four years 
after his accident, but it was not success. He didn’t reach the goal. He fainted and they had to call an ambulance. 

Nowadays he has created Fightback-brand. It helps people suffering from head trauma. It’s also stands for positive 
thinking, persistence and not giving up on what’s the most important to you. He selling fightback- products to cover expenses 
of his rehabilitation. 

For my mind he is a hero, not because of his sport career or his merits of sport. He is a hero because he keep going. 

Of course it would be easy to choose some croup or people who are hero in Finnish society for example nurses, policemen or 
firefighters, but I wanted to take someone who are hero. 

Iida-Maria Liias 

  

 
 
 
 



Finnish values 
Important values for Finns are health, family, love, fitness, respecting elder, honesty and universal values such as nature and 
equality within citizen. Finns are passionate about following community rules and justice. They also value education and 
safety more than other West European countries. These are the values that majority of people still share. 

Finland has good education system and it is being updated when needed. We also want to do well at school. We are always 
making ourselves better and improving ourselves. Finland has secure safety system when it comes to authorities such as 
police. You don’t have to feel scared to go to school or to walk home at night time. Valuing fitness has grown so much 
recently. People want to be healthy and go to gym, make themselves feel better and to feel accepted in some way. That 
might be also because of people have started to care more about their appearance than they used to. 

Nature has always been important to Finns. It’s a source of food and income for some and it has always been taken care of. 
Equality is one of the most valued things we have. Everyone here is equal to one another whether it is about rich against poor 
or women against men. Sexuality isn’t much of an issue anymore either since same-sex marriage law got accepted but there 
still are some that are against it and it’s not most likely going to change any time soon. 

Finnish people value love and relationships with family and partners. Honesty is a big deal when it comes to those. Finns want 
to have a partner and start to have children. Dating apps are used more frequently and they are getting more popular each 
day. Everyone wants to find someone to confide on and not feel lonely. 

Although there’s not really values that have completely disappeared, I feel like some values have eroded and some has risen 
more important, for example education and work. Finns used to value working more than education but now it seems like 
those two have switched places. Finnish people have always been respectful towards our elders and that hasn’t really 
changed. Different traditions as a value have subsided a bit and they’re not as important to us as they used to be. Starting a 
family isn’t as big of a value as it used to be. Nowadays people tend to wait until they are financially ready to start a family. 

Veera Lehtosaari 



Does the typical Finn still exist? 

The stereotype of the Finn is seen in many cases as a man or as a woman of few words that we are just a hard-working and 
quiet people. My opinion about the quiet people is different and also I think it`s partly still true. I know many people who 
break this view right away, because they are really social and just deviant Finns in a good way. Some of them are my good 
friends so that may make the interaction easy and the way I see them, because no one behaves friends and just a random 
people at the same way . The typical stereotype is partly still true, because in Finland we have also those peoples who fit 
perfectly to the stereotype who just speaks to random people when it’s needed. And of course I know few of them also. I 
still disagree more than agree how the typical quiet Finn Is seen. 

Honest I think it´s hiding every one of us but, sometimes it´s good to put some colour in story in that way stories will be 
much more interesting and listeners get more exited what you are saying. I can say that everyone cheats sometimes, but in 
some people it is a habit. It is hard to say are the Finns honest people in my opinion it depends on the person. 

The hard working Finns is the perspective which we can be proud of, we are not the peoples who skip working days just 
because it`s tired day or just feel like that “today I am not going to the work”, some people could do it sometimes, but it`s 
not the general picture of us. I see the Finns work active, but we are not even close in the average working hours in Europe. 
However I see Finns hard working people, how do you see Finns? 

My opinion about the word “typical Finn” is declining and its place is coming typical European. 

Atte Saastamoinen 

  

 
 
 



Finland – a welfare state 
Finland is known as welfare state. Being a welfare state includes the state taking care of citizens’ well-being and the state 
making sure everyone can make a living. Does Finland still do those things, or are the welfare state days gone? 

Finland is known by its school system all around the world. It´s said to be the greatest school system in the whole world, but 
is it so? I´m pretty sure almost every Finn has sometimes felt that it is not, but when you really start to think about it, it´s 
really great. In my opinion, the greatest thing is that everyone gets equal treatment, no matter where city you are from, or 
what school you went or didn´t went before. If I have to mention one bad thing about it, it is that sometimes I feel like the 
system focuses too much on the theoretic side and on the grammars. 

A Welfare state includes the healthcare of the citizens. Does Finland do that? I think so. The tax revenues helps this land 
to keep the healthcare going. I agree with some people that healthcare in Finland is expensive, but what can you do: the 
doctors needs their salaries and those machines helping doctors are not free. 

In Finland the state helps the people without a job by giving them money and helping them to get apartment. The state also 
helps poor people by giving them free food, clothes and other important stuff. I think that´s pretty amazing. 

I really don´t understand those people who are complaining about our country and say that it´s not a welfare state anymore. 
I just don´t get it: how they dare to complain about our country? I mean, if you really think about it, there are lands that 
doesn´t have schools, not to mention healthcare. We are pretty lucky aren´t we? Finland is still pretty safe place with great 
school system and good healthcare! I definitely do think that Finland is still a welfare state. (339) 

Mira Simonen 

  

 
 



Finland’s unsung heroes 
There are so many heroes on this planet that doesn’t get the degree that they deserve. Which is something that we have to work on 
and let the people who make this world so much better place feel like the heroes they are. Cleaners, farmers, dustman’s all of these 
people make living on this earth possible. We could not live middle of trash piles following air pollution and dying animals. There is a huge 
possibility that without farming we wouldn’t be alive anymore and by we I mean the whole world could have been starving to death by 
now. Grain, dairy products and cattle are one of the biggest source of food we got. When I was younger I used to make jokes about 
being a dustman. Now when I know more about the world, being able to get rid of trash is a priority and we all should be thank full for 
the people that do it for us. 

Postmen deliver us letters and the newspapers so we know what’s going on in the world. Being able to send a piece of paper across the 
ocean to a whole other country is freaking amazing. We are so lucky to have these people who take their time to send our message to 
the ones we love. 

Even teacher nowadays doesn’t get the attention they deserve. Our future is literally in their hands and if that’s not a lot of 
responsibility then I don’t know what is. Our Teachers does not get paid well enough and there is even this awful saying that goes ”those 
who can’t do, teach”.The people we call heroes are doctors, polices and firefighters. The list is quite short and it shouldn’t be. 

And if I’m truly honest I’m going to claim that every single job is an act of a hero. Hairdressers might save someone’s day by creating 
something mind blowing using only scissors and a little pinch of hairspray. Celebrities like actors and musicians bring us joy to a dark day 
and they work as a role models for the kids. 

The only thing I’m saying is that everyone should be called a hero on their own way and not just the ones that had motivation to study 
for ten years to be a doctor. But also the ones that make us happy by doing little things like selling us cd records when we want to listen 
the voices of our favorite artists, or driving us to school when the way is too long to go by a bike but instead we need a bus. 

And not only people in careers are heroes our parents and friends are life savers. I bet none of us could survive longer than a day 
without loving family and friends who make you smile just by looking at them. I might be a hero for someone and so could you if that’s 
what we choose a hero to be. 

Jutta Laurila 



  

Does the typical Finn still exist? 
In foreigners opinion about Finnish people is that the Finns are hard-working and honest. I am agree with foreigners. We do 
a lot of work, so that we earn our salaries and our “bread”. Finland has always been a hard-working country and we Finns will 
keep it for a long time. I think, that foreigners’ opinion of Finns is positive. I have noticed it when I travel abroad and 
foreigners ask, where we live? Their reaction is always positive and they are very excited to see Finns. I have visited many 
countries and always we are a guest of honor. And I think, that Finns are very honest, everyone can trust us. 

Typical Finns are very quiet and I think, that we are the most shyness people in the World. A typical quiet Finn recognize on 
the bus, if you happen to go to the bus of foreigners and Finns. Finns sit quiet and try to avoid other people, instead 
foreigners greet and talk a lot. Abroad, they can recognize Finnish people by our strange clothes and Finns have the habit to 
drink alcohol a lot, then we talk very much. I think, that our Finns negative feature is envy, we want bigger and better 
things, than our neighbour:D. 

We also have good features. We appreciate good education and our primary-school is the best in world. Finns are also equal 
people. Democratic system of Finland is the best of world. Of course, we like sauna. Every house have a sauna. Finland is 
country of sport. We like ice hockey, but we don`t like that swedes defeat us. 

Little gently we lose our national identity, we get Americans influences and young people are more international, young 
musicians for example. 

Finns are, after all, pretty nice people. 

Väinö Pesola 

  



Does the typical Finn still exist? 
I think that we all have many stereotypes of other countries’ citizens. For example, Finns are used to go to sauna, whereas, 
French people are known by kissing each other’s cheeks elegantly. Stereotypes can be negative or positive but in addition 
they can be false or true.  So, in my opinion we should not take them so seriously. 

A typical Finnish person is usually described as an honest, hard-working, shy and quiet. It is true that in general Finnish 
people do not usually strike up a conversation with unknowns while in some other countries people may be little bit more 
outgoing. However, there are still people who does not fit in this description, for instance some of us are lazy and 
ineffective or outgoing and loud. For this reason, I would say that maybe we do not have typical Finns anymore or perhaps 
they have never even exist. Instead of talking about typical Finns, I would just rather talk about Finnish culture. 

In Finland, people appreciate equality, justice and we also considered importance of modesty and honesty. Our normal way to 
greet other people is shaking hands unlike in France. In addition, it is important to have an eye contact when you are 
speaking to someone, because otherwise you might seem untruthful. In Finland we drink lot of coffee and the sauna is big 
part of our culture. These previously mentioned things are more like our way to behave. 

We can have same values, do things similarly and have our traditions but we all are different. In this situation stereotypes 
which includes our manners may be true but it is hard to generalize the typical Finnish person because everyone has their 
own characteristics. To sum up, Finnish people do have things in common but I would not say that the typical Finn exist since 
it would only describe few of us. 

Joona Kukka 

  

 
 
 



Finnish minorities 
There are many different minorities in Finland, like religion, race and language minorities. When people talk about minorities, 
I usually start to think about language minorities, homosexuals and religion minorities, like Jews or Muslims. But the first 
thing what brings to my mind about word minoritiy, is immigrants. 

In the last years most of 30 000 immigrants who have come to Finland , are from near east countries like Iraq and 
Afghanistan. At the moment there are more moving to Finland, than moving away from Finland. 

Immigrants have been causing a lot of conversation during last few years and I am up to my eyes of that. I have heard and 
seen so much bad talking about immigrants even in public groups at Facebook and also in other social media, people talking 
about closing the borders and how immigrants should go back where ever they came from. And that is all because of 
prejudices, stereotypes and rumors.  Finnish people have plenty of stereotypes of immigrants, in my opinion way too many 
and without any sensible reason but because of lack of knowledge and fears. For example they committing a lot of crimes. I 
think that people should not make conclusions like that without knowing the person. In my opinion Finnish people should be 
more open-minded. 

Immigrants have rights to live a regular life in Finland as all we native citizens do. Immigrants face a lot of every day 
bullying at school and even at work, even when they are normally walking on a street. For immigrants it is not an obvious thing 
to go to school as their mother language and that is disappointing. As immigrant, it’s hard to find a job, because they don’t 
speak Finnish in their mother language and it is a hard language to learn and speak. On the bright side Finnish government 
arranges Finnish language teaching for immigrants, so that they can start studying at elementary school. 

Sara Syväsalmi (326) 

  

 
 



Finnish minorities 
The assignment was to tell about minorities living in Finland. When I think of, I remember Finnish Swede, Romanians , Sami 
people and immigrants. At the beginning I will talk about Finnish Swede. The majority Finnish Swede people are living in the 
west coast.  Here in Oulu where I live in, there is Swedish highs school. I know they celebrate Lucia’s day every December. 
Swedish is the other mother language in Finland. We study Swedish at school for at least three years. 

The Sami people are another Finnish minority and they are one of the indigenous poeples. The most of the Sami people live in 
Lapland and their source of livelihood in reindeer. They value nature and wild animals a lot. The Sami people have their own 
language and Sami people from Finland can communicate with Sami people in Sweden and Norway because they have common 
language. 

New immigrants in Finland are refugees. In the 1980s Finland took Vietnamese refugees and they are very well settled down 
in Finland. In nowadays refugees come from Libya and North-Africa. Some Finnish people have bad prejudice of refugees 
and they don’t want anymore refugees in Finland. But I think they bring more value in to Finnish culture. In Finland there are 
only five million people and we need more people to do all the work. 

Romany people are probably the most underrated part of the population. They don’t have own religion, when the majority of 
the Finnish people are Lutheran. Muslims and Orthodox are also religious minorities in Finland. Romany people are very 
traditional and respect elderly people. 

I think minorities make our culture life richer for example food, music and language. Minorities run restaurants like 
Vietnamese, Chinese and other ethnic restaurants. There are different religious, human races and many different cultures, 
thank for foreigners. 

Mira Lauriala 

  



Finland – a welfare state? 
In Finland we have a Nordic welfare model. A welfare state is a state, in which the state plays a key role in the protection 
and promotion of the social and economic well-being of its citizens. For example human rights, social rights, political rights 
and rights to the minimum standard of living and care are typical features for a welfare state. Do we still have this in 
Finland? 

In Finland we can get good and professional health care from birth to death. There is kindergartens in Finland. Our 
education system is excellent, every child has the right to education. Preschools and primary schools are free. Vocational 
schools, senior high schools, universities and polytechnics are supported by society. When you are retired you will get care in 
a retirement home. 

In Finland fundamental rights are carried out by democracy; we have fair elections and possibility of choice, equality before 
the law, freedom of speech and freedom of assembly.  We also have freedom of religion. 

I suppose everything has it upside. Unemployment, too high taxes, suicides, Income inequality, racism… Depression is also a 
major problem.  Sometimes women still get lower wages than men. And the treatment of the elderly it is not so good in the 
retirement homes. They need more outdoor activities because the elderly who are living in a retirement home just sit or lie 
in the bed all day long. That is not fair! 

There are always some people who are unemployed, sick and poor. Many things are wrong here in Finland, but no country is 
perfect. Anyway there is a good and safe to live in Finland. I have never had to go sleep hungry and I have never had to sleep 
under the open sky. I think Finland is still a welfare state. Luckily. 

Anni Paasovaara 

  

 



Common values in Finnish society 
Finnish values have been studied roughly 30 years, but even if people around the world are quite similar when it comes to 
values, like everyone appreciates affability. Finnish people stand out with two main value types. They are conformity and 
security. Finnish people also respect honesty and equality. 

How do they appear in our everyday choices and our lives? Well equality appears pretty strongly, like we have laws that state 
that you can`t discriminate anyone because of their gender, color of their skin, religion, sexual orientation, disability, 
disease or anything similar to those while they are looking for job example. Conformity you can see almost anywhere because 
Finnish people go almost always by the book and are pretty similar with each other somehow. It is maybe because Finnish 
people are pretty jealous with each other and is often guilty of impersonation. 

On my mind you really can´t see security that much it´s more like in people´s mind.  The reason behind this is most likely our 
neighbor Russia and the attack to Ukraine. Putin has also said that he wants borders that occurred while Soviet Union was at 
its greatest. Immigrants has its own part too, because the stories told about them, but mainly they mind their own business. 

Finnish people´s values primarily stays at the same, but individual people´s changes are more easily noticeable. Individual 
and I-central values have been increasing, but some changes to more communal way has also appeared. If something effects 
Finnish people´s values the reasons are joining in the EU, neoliberalism and of course globalization. They have had the 
biggest effect. 

So to cut long story short Finnish people´s values are often conformity, security, equality and honesty. You can witness 
these values being implemented or sometimes violated in Finland, but it is rare and it is often mishap. 

Nizam Demir 

  

 



Finnish minorities 
When I think of Finnish minorities, the first thing that comes to my mind is Lapland and the Sami people. The reason why I 
thought about them first is because they are indigenous of northern Scandinavia. In Finland we have about 6000 Sami 
people. Sami people are very important to Finnish culture. When you think about Finland usually what comes to your mind is 
Lapland, its nature and mystique. 

Sami history stretches back to the Stone Age. They have a strong bond with nature which is powerfully linked to 
mythology.  They highly respect the nature and its forces. Sami people have their own national costume and they are really 
proud of it. Nowadays the costume is becoming more like a prom dress. They also have their own religion which contains a lot 
of different gods. 

The Sami have their own language which is spoken by about half of the Sami people in Finland. Having their own flag is a 
precious thing. The Sami culture has its own songs and singing style, yodeling. Here in Finland also the news are showed in 
the Sami language which communicates to the outside world that Finland is a multicultural country. 

In my opinion the Sami people are very interesting and mystic. Their culture is powerful and they show it very strongly. The 
Finnish people appreciate the Sami because their culture lives and thrives. Sami people are very important to Finnish 
culture.  I think that it’s great that they have such a strong bond with the nature and they bring that part to our culture 
too. Even though it’s very small, this special minority brings just enough color to the Finnish culture. Even though Finland is a 
quite small country worldwide, we have such a rich cultural background and we should be more proud of it than we are. Why 
aren’t we? 

Iisa-Liina Heikkinen 

  

 
 



Religion in Finland 
Here in Finland the Evangelical Lutheran Church has been the church which the majority of children is christened in. Of 
Finland’s population, about 3.9 million people belong to the Evangelical Lutheran Church. We also have another big religion, 
Finnish Orthodox Church, which is the second largest religious community. About 1% of the Finland’s population belong to the 
Orthodox Church. The Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Orthodox Church have a special status in Finland. They have, for 
example, the right to levy taxes. 

Recently, for about last five years, the support of church has gone down. More and more people leave the church and start 
being an atheist. I think that one big reason for this is the church tax and the gay marriage. The church tax is not very 
high, but some people don’t want pay it if the church is worthless for them. For example, the average wage you have to pay is 
about 435 euros a year for the Evangelical Lutheran Church. We have liberty to choose our own religion, so to my mind that 
it’s okay if someone wants to be an atheist or want to believe strongly in God. It would be important that every people would 
be respected by all of the people, no matter what is their religion. 

Here is also a done thing to sing “suvivirsi” when the summer vacation starts. It has been criticized that we also have some 
religious minorities, and we are still singing some hymns at the school. Maybe the school in Finland should be irreligious since 
a lot of the people don’t really seem to care about religions. But in my opinion it’s very important to teach different religions 
so that we can understand people from all around the world. 

Anna-Sofia Holmi 

  

 
 
 
 
 



Finnish minorities 
A minority is a group of people, which is less than Finnish and who are resident in Finland. Minorities may also be cultural, 
linguistic of religious. Finland has never been culture of a country, but Finland has always lived in great variety of population 
groups. In Finland, there are many minority groups. 

Finland Swedes are the largest minority group. Finland Swedes speak Swedish. They are 3000 000 peoples and is live to a 
large part of western Finland. They have their own Swedish schools. The Åland Islands is an island between Finland and 
Sweden and is wholly Swedish-speaking region. 

The Sami people live in Northern Finland, Lapland. The Sami are the only indigenous Finland. The Sami people take care of 
reindeer, fish and hunt these are important sources of livelihood for them. The Sami have their own flag whose colors are 
green, yellow, red and blue which they use as a flag-raising. The Sami people in Finland were sooner the Finns. 

Romani is 6000-10 000 people. They have their own culture, which is the most prominent women in traditional costume. Roma 
family and respect for older people is important and traditions the dress. 

Finnish minorities was particularly memorable Finland Swedes since they speak Swedish. Difference kinds of minorities bring 
to Finland new cultures and new ways. The Finns are often quite biased new cultures and things to even the Finnish 
population is in itself a lot of difference. 

Isabella Viide 

  

 
 
 
 



Finnish minorities 
 
There are several different minorities in Finland for example immigrants, Romanians, sexual minorities and religious groups like 
orthodoxes. But when I think of Finnish minorities the first what spring to my mind are the Finnish-Swedish and the Sami people. 

The Sami people are the Nordic countries’ indigenous people. In the area of Finland live about 9000 Sami people. Traditionally they have 
lived in northern Lapland but nowadays many Sami people have moved out of there and for instance in Helsinki there is a proportional 
large and active Sami minority. The main source of livelihood of Sami people has always been reindeer herding. In these days they make 
a living also by tourism and other business services. The Sami people appreciate the nature and it’s an integral part of their culture. 

The Sami people have quite a good conditions in Finland. According to the law prescribed in 1999 they can get education in their own 
language. They can also actuate their own business by the Sami parliament which is their highest political body in Finnish politics. 

Finnish-Swedish are indigenous citizens of Finland who speak Swedish as their mother tongue. There are about 290 910 Finnish-
Swedish in Finland and most of them live in southern and western Finland. Some Finnish people have prejudices to Finnish-Swedish. 
General stereotype is that the typical Finnish-Swedish are rich and pampered and wear modish clothes. These are of course just brash 
generalizations, most Finnish-Swedish are similar to other Finnish people. 

Many minorities have worse conditions than the great mass of citizens. When it comes to Finnish-Swedish the things are on the 
contrary. According to many researches Finnish-Swedish are happier, healthier and more social than native Finnish people. What is the 
reason of that? To my mind the reasons are the communality, which is more important to Finnish-Swedish than us, and a positive 
attitude towards life. 

All in all I think that every kind of minorities are important. The different minorities bring variegated to our culture and help us to 
understand and accept the diversity. Due to this it’s important to ensure the rights for all minorities. After all minority people aren’t so 
different than the other Finns. All of us are just little people with needs and dreams. 

Anni Karjalainen 2A 



 Finland nowadays 

After World War II and the Finnish war Finland had a big debt to Russia. Finland was a poor country. We were a backward 
country. People started a big reconstruction here in Finland. They put up some companies and we got work places for the 
workers. Government had this big operation where they renewed the Finnish society. They built hospitals and they gave us 
some social service which was financed by taxes. Taxes are paid by people who live in Finland and who earn money above a set 
limit. 

With these innovations we got an epithet, a welfare state. In a welfare state we have a society which takes care of family 
with kids, children, students, unemployed and senior citizen. Family with kids gets some child benefit. Children get free 
maternity clinic. Students get Financial Aid. Unemployed people get some unemployment support and elders get some special 
care. 

Finnish government tries to give everybody a good life. The system tries to reduce the income gap by taking more tax from 
people who earn more and they don’t take so much money from those who don’t earn so much money. 

In my opinion the system has been good but now when we have a recession and the Finnish government doesn’t have so much 
money they have cut those supports. From that follows that elders don’t get such good service and their home life is getting 
harder all the time. The families who have kids don’t have so much extra money and they can’t get all what they want to. 
Students have to have a summer job that their life would be easier because they don’t get such good Financial Aid. 

I think that the Finnish government has been driving down the Finnish welfare state by using money for the wrong things 
and saving money from the wrong places. 

Henna Partanen 

  



Finnish minorities 
One unknown Finnish minority are horsewomen’s anonymous victims. They are a group men, who have done a mistake and 
fallen in love with horsewomen. That mistake they regretted for good. 

A typical horsewoman’s anonymous victim are helpful and handy man, who have no idea what kind of life with horsewoman. 
Maybe he helped as it were damsel in distress or maybe they met in bar. Nobody ever knows what really happened except a 
horsewoman’s best friend may know all details. In any case soon he realize that he are a slave, who work one’s butt off 
without pay. He cannot stop because he are under one’s thumb so he continue. Horsewomen’s anonymous victims meet each 
other in big horse events a few times a year. Those meetings are their power, which tide over in weekday. 

Horsewomen’s anonymous victims’ exact quantity is no saying for sure. I think that them are about 25 000 in Finland, but it 
is just appraisal. I know that horsewoman’s anonymous victims are everywhere in world where are horses so them are very 
much in world. 

This minority are sorrowful example of too kind people in Finland. They meet then unfair treatment every day from selfish 
people. The worst comes to the worst some horsewomen’s anonymous victim think just such is life. It is bad. Nobody help 
them, because nobody knows them and they are silent and never to come out of hiding. 

Because of this my advice for all men are that never ever fall in love with horsewoman who praise you lots of. It is a 
dangerous sign. 

Iiris Moilanen 

  

 
 
 



Finnish minorities 
When I think of Finnish minorities, immigrants is the first minority that comes to my mind. Other minorities here in Finland 
are for example Romanians, Sami people, Finnish-Swedish and different religious groups. 

Immigrants are people who have for some reason moved to another country. Often people are forced to leave their homeland 
due to war or natural phenomenon. Many people also move because they want to study or work abroad. 

At the moment here live about 5.4 million people in Finland and about four percent of them are immigrants. Most immigrants 
come from Estonia, Sweden and Russia but during the last years here has also moved a lot of Iraqis, Somali and Albanian. 
Many Estonians, Swedish and Russians come to Finland to work and to study, so these people who move voluntarily is called 
migrant. From Iraq, Somalia and Albania people have been forced to leave to escape war and they are called refugees and in 
recent years, refugees thus become much more to Finland. 

Finns often think that immigrants are all criminals and they live only tax money paid by Finns. But many immigrants are trying 
to create a new beginning and all of them aren’t criminals, so I think they should be given the opportunity to study and get 
employed without any prejudices. 

The world is becoming more and more international all the time and I think that it is important to learn to accept different 
people and culture. So maybe it’s good thing that we have residents of other countries than Finland. 

Pauliina Häkli 

  

 
 
 
 



Finland’s unsung heroes 
The hero of the weekday isn’t just a police officer taking thugs to jail or fireman putting out fire. Of course they are 
heroes as well but weekday heroes are normal people who sacrifice their free time to help someone who is a total stranger 
to them. Those kind of people are so rare nowadays and  I think people are starting to forget their manners. 

Time to time I get this feeling that people just simply can’t do anything at all if there is their free time as a stake. For an 
example I was doing my regular business in a local market at Kiiminki and there was this old woman who had trouble with her 
groceries. No one noticed her or offered any help. When I paid my shopping I walked by and offered some help to her. It 
took only few minutes to carry her groceries from cashier’s stand to her taxi which was waiting  her just outside of the 
market. I can’t understand how some people are so selfish and can’t see the what is happening around them. 

Some little help or an act of kindness now and then isn’t going to kill you and it would be a good change. It doesn’t have to be 
much. Like giving your seat in a bus or subway for an elder man or woman is not just going to make their day better, it’s 
giving hope to our country that we are not like how others might see us, which is careless and selfish people who doesn’t care 
what happens around us. We Finns are not like that. Sure we care about our personal space and we don’t like small talk in 
public but regardless of that we are not rude, selfish nor careless. We care others as well as anybody else but we show it 
differently. 

To cut a long story short Finland’s unsung heroes are just normal people who sacrifice their free time to help other people 
regardless of their race, skin colour, religion or age. Help is help and time to time we all could need some. So if you are not 
going to help others don’t expect others to help you. 

Tuure Partanen 

  

 
 



 Politics in Finland 
In short the world politics mean simply that peoples take care of things in common, and practical or theoretical influence 
other people global, national or individual level. Democracy is the part of policy and what this means, that the people have 
power to influence matters concerning them. Dictatorship is opposite of democracy. 

To cut a long story short Finland is parliamentary demographic republic where have one government and president. The 
president is head of foreign policy and is commander-in-chief of defence forces. President is also head of state. Prime 
minister is the head of government and takes care out of Finland domestic policy. The Prime minister has some other 
assistants including foreign minister and finance minister. In Finland there is world least corrupted government in the world 
and peoples can vote government candidates in election. The Parliament has 200 members, elected four year at a time. 
Parties who aren’t in government are called the opposition. Finland’s current financial shape is mixed economy but in recent 
years Finland is gone little bit the capitalistic market economy. Finland is also member of European Union, United Nations 
and World Bank Group and acts many of their member organizations. 

Inside the Finland government is very different parties and all of these parties have own supporters. Here are some parties 
of Finland National Coalition Party, Green League, Centre Party, True Finns, Social Democratic Party, Left Alliance, Swedish 
People´s Party, and Christian Democrats. In addition there are some little parties for example Communist Party and Pirate 
Party whom are not inside the government. Finns enjoy individual and political freedoms and all 18 years old persons can vote 
in election. In Finland politic the parties do their best to worry about health care, labour agreements etc. Labour 
agreements also pose significant political questions. Bargaining is highly centralized and usually the government participates 
to coordinate fiscal policy. Significant trade unions are SAK, STTK, AKAVA and EK. They have a great power in Finnish 
economic policy. 

Niklas Karvonen 

 


