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Juhana Antti 
 

 

A needle in a haystack       

= Something that is extremely hard to find. 

 

Trying to find the essay from this paper pile is like trying to find a needle in a haystack.  

  

Whatever floats your boat 

= Whatever makes you happy. AKA “soothes your soul.” 

 

Person A: Which one should I pick, red or blue? 

Person B: Whatever floats your boat.  

 

Were you born in a barn 

= An expression chiding someone who has left a door open or who is messy. 

 

It´s pouring outside and you didn´t even close the door! Were you born in a barn? 

 

 

 

 



Not playing with a full deck 

= An expression used to indicate that a person is not very smart. 

 

My uncle tried to repair the fuse box, while the electricity was still on. I guess, he wasn´t playing with a full deck that day. 

 

Doggone 

= An exclamation of annoyance (Damn or goddamn), disappointment, etc.  

 

I can´t believe that I have to do another doggone essay. 

 

Monkey see monkey do 

= an expression describing someone who imitates another person's actions, good or bad,simply by having watched them 

before. 

 

Person A: He is always late, just like his father. 

Person B: Monkey see monkey do, I guess. 

 

Get down to brass tacks 

= To begin to talk about important things; also known as to get down to business. 

 

I don´t have time to play around, let´s get down to brass tacks. 

 

 

 

  



Feel a bit under the weather 

= Feeling a little sick. 

 

I think I will not go to school today. I feel a bit under the weather. 

 

Run-of-the-mill 

= Common or average, typical. 

 

Person A: “Was the movie any good?” 

Person B: “Meh, it was pretty boring and it had some run-of-the-mill acting. Nothing special.” 

 

Elephant in the room 

= A huge issue that everyone is aware of, but nobody wants to talk about.  

 

The elephant in the room was the big layoff coming next week. 

 

Out of the blue 

= Something happens suddenly and you´re not expecting it. 

 

Then out of the blue she smacked him right in the face. 

 

 

 

 

 



Back to the drawing board 

= Time to plan something over again because the previous plan failed.  

 

Person A: The plan didn´t work out. 

Person B: Well it´s back to the drawing board for you, my friend. 

 

Put a sock in it 

= Rude way of telling someone to be quiet. Also known as put a cork in it. 

 

  Would you put a sock in it, some of us are trying to sleep here. 

 

Cry over spilt milk 

= To be unhappy about something that cannot be undone.  

  

So you broke one of mom´s vases, don´t cry over spilt milk. 

 

Bite off more than you can chew 

= To take on a task that is way too big.  

 

 I once thought about writing a book, but I think I tried to bite off more than I can chew. 

 

 

 

 

 



Start off on the wrong foot 

= Begin things incorrectly. 

 

He and his girlfriend started their relationship on the wrong foot. Their first date was a bit of a disaster. 

 

Once in a blue moon 

= Something happens very rarely. 

 

Dude, you´ve got to see this, you only see stuff like this once in a blue moon. 

 

  Every cloud has a silver lining 

= In every bad situation there is an element of good. 

 

Person A: Just when I thought this day couldn´t get any worse. 

Person B: Cheer up every cloud has a silver lining.  

 

Add insult to injury 

= To make a bad situation worse.  

I was fired from my job and add insult to injury my wife left me. 

Break the ice 

= 1. To attempt to become friends with someone. 

   2. To initiate social interchanges and conversation; to get something started. 

 

I tried to break the ice with her, but she didn't even listen to me. 



 

 

Aleksi Honkanen 
  

 

kill two birds with one stone  

to solve two problems at one time with a single action, Lets go to the store and get what we both need, let´s kill two birds 

with one stone. 

 

Out of sight, out of mind  

The idea that something is easily forgotten or dismissed as unimportant if it is not in our direct view. I am very glad that test 

is out of my sight and my mind. 

 

Dig your own grave   

to do something that harms yourself. I was digging my own grave when trying to jump across that puddle 

 

Child’s play.  

Something that is really easy to do. That exam was child’s play. 

At the last minute: doing something at the last possible moment, I made it to the bus at the last minute 

 

close call.  

Nearly happened accident/getting caught. That was a close call! That car almost hit me. 

 



Come again?  

Can you repeat what you just said? Person 1: I saw you yesterday at mall! Person 2: Come again? 

 

Cut your losses.  

Give up trying to recoup losses and move on. Come on, cut your losses. You will never get that car to work. 

 

Eat like a horse.  

To eat large amount of food. Tom you are eating like a horse! 

 

Get it.  

To understand what is being said. We have to hurry, get it? 

 

Cross the line.  

When someone crosses the line, they have done something that goes beyond the limits of acceptable behavior. Person 1 

punches person 2 because person 1 called him names. Person 2 reacts : You just crossed the line. 

 

Fight fire with fire.  

If you fight fire with fire, you fight something or someone using a very similar or the same way as they are fighting you. You 

hear that someone is calling you names behind your back. You react: I´ll fight with fire and call him names. 

 

 

 

 



I´ve got it covered.  

I have taken responsibility to complete something. Person 1. Did you remember to clean your room? Person 2: Yes, I´ve got it 

covered. 

 

Over the top.  

Trying too hard / Done with too many components. I think yesterdays party was a little bit over the top. 

 

Out of gas.  

Not having energy. After all that running, I am out of gas. 

 

Now or never.  

The time has come to take action or make an decision. Alex, you have to choose if you want to come with us, it´s now or never. 

 

Pass away.  

To die. I´m sorry to tell you this but your granddad has passed away. 

 

Quick buck.  

Getting money for little or no effort. I made a quick buck gambling. 

 

Keep it down.  

To talk quietly. Could you please keep it down, I´m trying to sleep.  

 



Easy as pie.  

Very easy. That test was easy as pie. 

 

 

Jani Häkli 
 

 

Some day my ship will come. 

Means everyone will have their turn. 

 You won me now but some day my ship will come. 

Laughter is the best medicine. 

Being happy is the best medicine. 

What’s the secret of your long and healthy life? -I’d say laughter is the best medicine. 

Everything is hunky dory. 

Everything is going according to the plan. 

This project is very challenging but everything is hunky dory. 

I feel you. 

This can be said when you understand and can realte to one’s feelings. 

Oh, that’s not nice! I so feel you buddy. 

Still waters run deep. 

A calm and quiet person propably has the deepest thoughts. 

His head must be so empty! He hasn’t said anything in an hour. -Still waters run deep. 



Filthy rich. 

A very rich person. 

Look at that car! They must be filthy rich. 

Top banana. 

A name for someone who’s the best. 

The last years Nobel-price winner is top banana. 

Know the ropes. 

To know how some subject works. 

Come help me! You know the ropes of igloo making. 

He/She is toast. 

Means the person is going to fail at something. 

Did you hear he started building a house? –Haha! He’s such a toast that the house will never be finished. 

I second that. 

To agree with something being said. 

We have to get one of those. –I second that. 

Back to the salt mines. 

Going back to a work you don’t like. 

Now the vacation is over, I’m forced back to the salt mines. 

Catching some ZZZ’s. 

To sleep. 

Did you hear? –Oh sorry, no I didn’t. I was catching some ZZZ’s. 



Clean your clock. 

To knock someone to unconsciousness. 

If you don’t shut up, I’ll have to clean your clock! 

Cookie cutter. 

Something ordinary, not special. 

Was the new movie good? –It was a cookie cutter. Could have been better. 

Hammered. 

To be drunk. 

He got thrown out of the club for being so hammered. 

Jiminy christmas. 

Expresses a surprise. 

You did come here after all! Jiminy christmas! 

The main dish. 

The most important thing of something. 

Get all of the work done but don’t forget that the products are the main dish. 

No way, José. 

A solid no. 

Let’s jump in to the river from here. –No way, José! 

Over my head. 

Said for something that is over understanding. 

I can’t finish this piece of homework, it’s over my head. 



To do rollover on. 

To tell some information that incriminates another person. 

The bank robberer would have been released, but his cellmate did a rollover on him. 

 

 

Josefiina Hökkä 
 

 

To buy it  

– to believe something 

I really did buy it when John said that he wants to go out with me. 

Get cracking  

– to get started; hurry up 

We better get cracking or we’ll miss the bus. 

Hit the sack  

– to go to bed 

You should hit the sack if you’re so tired. 

Lose one’s head  

– to panic 

Don’t lose your head; everything’s going to be fine. 

 

 

 



Monkey around  

– to behave silly way 

We’re in a library so could you please stop monkeying around? 

On the line  

– to be at risk; in danger  

My career is on the line because of my mistake.  

Spill the beans  

– to reveal a secret  

Sarah already spilled the beans by telling her the truth.  

With flying colours  

– exceptionally well 

I passed the test with flying colours. 

Jump the gun  

– to do something too soon 

He jumped the gun with his proposal. 

On the fence  

– to be undecided 

Are you still on the fence about which guy you’ll meet? 

Knock it off  

– to stop doing something 

Hey boys knock it off. I’m tired of your fighting.  



 

Play it by ear  

– to improvise; to do things without plans 

We don’t need any plans; we could just play it by ear. 

Dead end  

– a situation that leads nowhere 

Our relationship seems to be at a dead end. 

In a bind  

– to be in a difficult situation; to be in trouble 

I’m in a bind with my parents, because of our parties last night. 

Rub the wrong way  

– to annoy or irritate 

My coach really rubs me the wrong way. 

Nothing to sneeze at  

– not bad; worthwhile 

Tim’s new car was nothing to sneeze at.  

Get hitched  

– to get married 

Jen and Alex got hitched two days ago. 

 

 



Happy camper  

– a person who is content or satisfied  

Since my brother changed his school, he has been a happy camper.  

Easy on the eyes  

– attractive; beautiful 

My new girlfriend is very easy on the eyes. 

For kicks  

– for pleasure or excitement; for fun 

For kicks, Quinn likes to play poker.  

 

 

Aaro Jokela 
 

 

No one bats an eye 

No one doesn't mind or care about something 

 

All for one, and one for all 

Everybody should work together 

 

Blind leading the blind 

Some leader doesn't know how should work or where should go 



 

Monkey wrench  

reveals some secret 

 

Knife through hot butter 

Something very easy 

 

Better than ever 

Something is the best and wont get better 

 

Good call 

Great choice or judgement  

 

Stop and smell the rose 

stop to enjoy or have time at some situation 

 

You snooze, you loose 

If you make choices slowly you will miss them 

 

 

 



No pain, no gain 

If you don't work you wont get it what you want 

 

Do a one-eighty 

Chance direction and go back 

 

Who's the man? 

After you were right you can shout it to gain respect, means that you were 

right 

 

 It take's two to tango 

situation what needs least two person to happen 

 

Far cry 

When you get to very hard situation 

 

Variety is spice of life 

Doing some different makes life more interesting 

 

Zip your lip 

Stop making noise right now 



 

Time heals all wounds 

During time things get better 

 

Love is blind 

No matter what it looks like you can love it 

 

Play final card 

Make last move, final chance 

 

It's only matter of time 

Something will happen but don’t know when 

 

 

Johanna Jurvakainen 
 

 

Like two peas in a pod 

Two people or things that seem extremely alike 

Are you pulling my leg? 

- Are you tricking me? 



Eat like a horse 

-Eat very much 

a couch potato 

-Someone who is always watching TV. 

See eye to eye 

-To agree with someone 

Ran as head third leg 

-To be really hurry 

Keep your fingers crossed for me. I have an important job interview today. 

-To wish for good luck 

To become gingerbread 

-Something goes completely wrong. 

Snowboarding is not my cup of tea. 

-I don’t enjoy snowboarding. 

Not in a thousand years! 

-Not ever! 

Hold your horses! 

-be patient 



Jack robbed a bank. He is in the soup. 

-Be in trouble 

A friend in need is a friend indeed. 

-A true friend is a person who will help you when you need someone. 

 The math test that I did yesterday was as easy as apple pie. 

-very easy 

Lend a hand to someone 

-to help someone with something 

Tie the knot 

-to get married 

My sister is a home bird. 

-A person who like and enjoy being home. 

A piece of cake 

-Something that is very easy to do. 

Out  of the blue 

-Something happens completely unexpectedly. 

Take my word for it. 

-I am telling you the truth. You can trust me. 



 

 

Mikko Jäntti 
 

 

Six feet down under 

To be buried. 

“Down under... more like six feet down under” 

 

Cut that shit 

Commonly used to tell someone to stop doing something. 

“Hey, cut that shit off!” 

 

Quick as a hiccup 

To be very fast 

“Quick as hiccup ain't ya? Not quick enough” 

 

Dumber than dirt 

To be very stupid. 

“Dumber than dirt, ain't ya?” 

 

 

 



Not by a long shot 

Not by a great amount 

I ain't done with you mate, not by a long shot. 

 

Fit as a fiddle 

In a very good health 

Phew, I feel fit as a fiddle. 

 

Atta boy! 

Used to congratulate man or a boy 

 

Kick some ass 

Beat the opposition. 

“Okay guys! Let's go kick some ass! 

 

Pull together 

To cooperate together 

“We gotta pull this shit together mates!” 

 

Kicking the can down the road 

To delay something. 

“I'll be honest with you, we're just kicking the can down the road here” 



 

Suit yourself 

"Do whatever you please because I don't care" 

 

Man up 

To fulfill your responsibilities as a man, despite your insecurities. 

“Hell boys, we better man up in a big damn hurry!” 

 

Lay out 

To hit someone hard enough that they get knocked out. 

“I'm gonna lay you out!” 

 

 

Funny business 

An act of betrayal or trickery. 

“No more funny business, if you wish to live” 

 

Dead man walking 

A person doomed in their situation (losing a job for instance), or a prisoner walking to their 

execution location. 

“I'm telling you, that there is a dead man walking” 

 

 



Get along 

Be friendly to each other, or to leave the area. 

“Why don't you all get along, before one of you gets hurt” 

 

Where's the fire? 

"Where are you going in such a hurry?" 

“Hold on! Where's the fire?” 

 

Pay up 

To pay someone what is owed. 

“You lost the bet, pay up!” 

 

Close call 

A situation where something very unpleasant or dangerous nearly happened. 

“Phew, that was a very close call” 

 

Speak up! 

To speak louder or to express your opinion. 

“Speak up, boy!” 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Nuutti Karjalainen 
 

 

 Beware of Greeks bearing gifts 

 -"Beware of Greeks bearing gifts, enemies shouldn't be trusted." 

 -When your enemy does something nice for you it's often a trap 

 

 The grass is always greener on the other side of the fence 

 -"You might want to reconsider the job offer you got, the grass is always greener on the other side of the fence." 

 -It means that what you could get might not differ from what you have already 

 

 Shed some light on something 

 -"I do not understand what you are talking about, could you please shed some light 

 on the subject?" 

 -To inform someone more about something 

 

 When hell freezes over 

 -"Yeah, right, that'll happen right after hell freezes over!" 

 -Something will never happen 

 

 



 For the hell of it 

 -"Alright, I'm in just for the hell of it!" 

 -Agreeing to something for no reason in particular 

 

 Raining cats and dogs 

 -"Goddamn, it's raining cats and dogs out here!" 

 -Raining very heavily 

 

 On the other hand 

 -"On the other hand the price was very student-friendly." 

 -An alternative opinion on something 

 

 Bad apple 

 -"He's the bad apple of the neighborhood, always so michievous." 

 -A negative view of someone, an individual compared to a group 

 

 Go all out 

 -"Today's our anniversary so I'm going to go all out!" 

 -To do all the possible things 

 

 

 

 



 Hands down 

 -"This is the best possible choice, hands down!" 

 -To be absolutely sure of something 

 

 Swarm all over 

 -"The fans swarmed all over him" 

 -To surround something with a lot of something 

 

 Second thoughts 

 -"I'm having second thoughts about the date." 

 -To doubt something 

 

 The icing on the cake 

 -"But wait, the icing on the cake is that there was an actual prize!" 

 -The best thing about something 

 

 Stick together 

 -"The rain is blinding, let's stick together, folks!" 

 -To stay close 

 

 

 

 



 No hard feelings 

 -"I already said I'm sorry, so no hard feelings?" 

 -To not be mad about something 

 

 The apple of my eye 

 -"You're the apple of my eye, darling!" 

 -Something very precious, something you adore 

 

 Get the kicks off of something 

 -"Woo! I really got the kicks off of that chase!" 

 -To get enjoyment or excitement off of something 

 

 Pardon my French 

 -"Pardon my French, but that was a goddamn good ride!" 

 -An apology for swearing 

 

 Cute as a button 

 -"Woman, you are cute as a button!" 

 -Used to describe someone or something very cute 

 

 

 

 



 A dime a dozen 

 -"In varios vacation destinations tourists are a dime a dozen." 

 -Something is very common 

 

 A rain check 

 -"I'm sorry I have to cancel tonight but can I get a rain check?" 

 -Rearrange something you cancel 

 

 Get your ducks in a row 

 -"Woman, get your ducks in a row!" 

 -To get your life under control 

 

 Set in stone 

 -"After you marry and have kids your life is pretty much set in stone." 

 -Unchangeable 

 

 Cut your losses 

 -"Just cut your losses, man. It's over already." 

 -To stop your useless effort when you haven't yet lost everything 

 

 

 

 



 Bite the dust 

 -"He bit the dust yesterday." 

 -To die 

 

 Be half the battle 

 -"Getting over your shyness is half the battle when making new friends." 

 -To get over the hardest part in something 

 

 Narrow down 

 -"So we've narrowed the options down to the two remaining." 

 -To lessen the available choices 

 

 A close call 

 -"Woah, that sure was a close call!" 

 -Something unfortunate almost happened 

 

 Lose sleep over something 

 -"Joey, it's nothing to lose your sleep over." 

 -To worry a lot 

 

 

 

 



 More bang for your buck 

 -"If you use this side product you get more bang for your buck!" 

 -To get more of your money's worth 

 

 Every trick in the book 

 -"I've used every trick in the book but nothing works." 

 -To do all the possible things available 

 

 Come to terms with 

 -"I came to terms with my friend's religious views." 

 -To accept something 

 

 

Janika Kähkönen 
 

 

I’d better get on my horse  

– It’s time to leave 

Break a leg!  

– Good luck 

Bite your tonque!  

– Keep quiet 



Do you get my drift?  

– Do you understand what I’m saying? 

Hold your horses!  

– Slow down 

I’m all ears  

– You have my attention 

Now you’re talking!  

– Now you’re saying the right things 

Speak of the devil  

– Someone whose name has just been mentioned suddenly appears on the scene 

I don’t want to be a wet blanket  

– Do or say something that stops other people from enjoying themselves 

It never rains but it pours!  

– When one bad thing happens, a lot of other bad things also happen 

I won’t tell a soul  

– I will not tell anyone 

There’s more to this than meets the eye  

– Something or someone is less simple than they seem to be at first 



I give you my word  

– I promise you 

Out of the blue  

– Something happens unexpectedly 

I’m up to my eyes  

– To be very bored with something that has to be done 

Make me jump out of my skin  

– Make me scared 

I don’t buy that  

– I don’t believe 

Beauty is only skin deep  

– Looks are only superficial, and don’t necessarily indicate that a person is beautiful through and through 

Practise makes perfect 

 – If you practise doing something often enough, you will eventually be able to do it well 

All’s well that ends well  

– An event which has a good ending is good even if some things went wrong along the way 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Toni Lammela 
 

 

That’s the way the cookie crumbles  

Something that you say which means that bad things sometimes happen and there is nothing you can do to prevent it, so it is 

not worth becoming upset about it. “I was stuck in traffic for hours, but I guess that’s the way the cookie crumbles.” 

 

Out of the blue  

If something happens out of the blue, it happens suddenly and you are not expecting it. “Wow! That came out of the blue.” 

 

Take with a grain of salt  

This means not to take what someone says too seriously. “I’m not expert at this so take this with a grain of salt.” 

 

Cold shoulder  

If you give or show someone the cold shoulder, you are deliberately unfriendly and unco-operative towards them. “Why are 

you giving me the cold shoulder? What have I done to you?” 

 

Make a long story short  

Come to the point - leave out details “Okay so long story short, I need you to pay my bail.” 

 



Have the guts  

Someone who has enough courage to do something has the guts to do it. “I couldn’t do something like that. He sure has the 

guts.” 

 

Miss the boat  

This idiom is used to say that someone missed his or her chance “It seems you missed the boat.” 

 

Hit a nerve  

If something hits a nerve, it upsets someone or causes them pain, often when it is something they are trying to hide. “Do you 

have crush on her? Oh it looks like I hit a nerve.” 

 

Keep at bay  

To prevent something or someone unpleasant from coming too near you or harming you. “Forces of evil must be kept at bay.” 

 

In a heartbeat 

If something happens very quickly or immediately, it happens in a heartbeat. “Did you catch that? It happened in a 

heartbeat.” 

 

Actions speak louder than words 

People's intentions can be judged better by what they do than what they say. “Enough talking! Actions speak louder than 

words.” 

 



Hit the sack 

To go to bed. “It’s been a long day. I’m going to hit the sack.” 

 

Back to the drawing board  

When an attempt fails and it's time to start all over. “This was complete failure. Back to the drawing board.” 

 

Cut corners  

When something is done badly to save money. “It´s sad how the developers had to cut corners to finish the game in time for a 

big gaming event.” 

 

Drastic times call for drastic measures  

When you are extremely desperate you need to take drastic actions. “Even though our situation is dire, what you´re 

suggesting is insane! Drastic times call for drastic measures, this is our only option!” 

 

Make your blood boil  

If something makes your blood boil, it makes you very angry. “Youtube comments make my blood boil.” 

 

On the tip of your tongue  

If a word is on the tip of your tongue, you know you know the word, but you just can't quite remember it at the moment. “It 

was just on the tip of my tongue, but I couldn’t remember it.” 

 

 



Feel a bit under the weather  

Feeling slightly ill. “I think I'll skip school today. I'm a bit under the weather.” 

 

Call it a day  

To declare the end of a task. “This is enough for now so lets call it a day.” 

 

Written all over your face  

If someone has done something wrong or secret, but cannot hide it in their expression, it is written all over their face. It’s 

written all over your face, tell me what you did.” 

 

 

Iikka Laurila 
 

 

Okey - Dokey. 

Okay. 

Off the record. 

Something said in confidence that the speaker doesn't want attributed to them. 

Back to basics 

A return to previously held values of decency. 

 



Ear candy. 

Good music. 

If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 

If something is working, leave it as it is. 

All in all. 

All things having been taken into account. 

As easy as pie. 

Very easy. 

A bad egg. 

Someone or something that disappoints expectations. 

My better half. 

My husband or wife. 

The devil to pay. 

Threatening trouble or other bad consequences following from one's actions. 

Die – hard. 

A person who holds stubbornly to a minority view, in defiance of the circumstances. 

The Big Apple 

New York, USA. 



The third degree. 

Close interrogation. 

You can’t get blood out of a stone. 

You cannot extract what isn't there to begin with. 

Young turk. 

A young person, full of new ideas and impatient for change. 

 

Get the upper hand. 

Take a dominant position. 

Upside down 

Turned so that the upper surface becomes the lower. 

A dust - up. 

A fight. 

A sacred cow. 

Something too highly regarded to be open to criticism. 

See red. 

Be angry; lose control of yourself. 

 

 

 



 

 

Saku Laurila 
 

 

To take the knee  

(To kneel) The bride and the groom took the knee as the priest blessed their union.  

 

Have a bone to pick  

(To be annoyed at someone and wish to speak with them about it.) Don´t forget, I still have a bone to pick with you.  

 

Get a rise out of  

(To cause an angry reaction in someone when you jokingly say something that is going to annoy the other person) I did it on 

purpose just to get a rise out of you. 

  

Go bananas  

(Someone gets emotional and begins acting in a crazy manner) Have you gone bananas?  

 

Draw a line in the sand  

(To establish a limit beyond which a certain situation or activity will not be accepted.) We have to draw a line in the sand 

somewhere, this is unacceptable.  

 



Free-for-all  

(This term refers to an uncontrolled situation such as an argument or fight where everyone present can do what they 

like.) After a few drinks the situation turned into a free-for-all brawl.  

 

Behind bars 

(To be locked up in prison) What he did is immoral and he should be kept behind bars for good.  

 

Head on a platter  

(If someone makes you so angry that you want them to be punished, you want their head on a platter.) I want his head on a 

platter for what he did!  

 

Calculated risk  

(A calculated risk is a risk taken with full knowledge of the dangers involved.) Don´t worry, I know what I´m doing. This is a 

calculated risk.  

 

Cry wolf  

(To cry wolf is to call for help when you are not really in danger.    

As a result, nobody believes you when you really need help.) If you keep crying wolf like that you´ll be in deep trouble when 

you actually need help.  

 

 

 

 



Coast is clear  

(To say that the coast is clear means that there is no danger in sight or that nobody can see you.) The coast seems clear, lets 

move!  

 

Down on one's luck  

(Having a streak of bad luck) The house is surrounded, you´re not going anywhere son! You´re down on your luck so 

surrender!  

 

Come to one's senses 

(To begin thinking sensibly) Boy am I glad you finally came to your senses and did the right thing.  

 

Whatever floats your boat  

(What makes you happy) I can´t say I completely condone what you do, but whatever floats your boat I suppose.  

 

Ring a bell  

(Something sounds familiar, but you don't remember the exact details.) What you described does ring a bell, but I can´t 

quite put it together.  

 

All hell broke loose  

(If you say that all hell broke loose, you mean that there was a sudden angry or noisy reaction to something.) Once the 

chimpanzees with sharp sticks started attacking, all hell broke loose.  

 



Bury the hatchet  

(When people who have had a disagreement decide to forget their quarrel and become friends again, they bury the 

hatchet.) For our mutual benefit, we should bury the hatchet and work together for now. 

  

Throw something together  

(If you throw something together, you make or produce something quickly and without effort.) Did you finish the assignment 

that is due today? Yes, but I had to throw it together in the morning.  

 

Caught between a rock and a hard place  

(You are in a position where you have to choose between unpleasant alternatives, and your choice might cause you problems; 

you will not be able to satisfy everyone.) I´m at a loss as to what I should do, I´m caught between a rock and a hard place. 

Whatever I do will give me a world of suffering.  

 

My two cents  

(To publish your opinion or comment on something) I think yellow umbrellas should be banned globally, just my two cents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Keni Mikkonen  
 

 

A la carte 

On the menu with each dish separately priced 

 

About face 

Change direction 

 

Abracadabra 

An exclamation used by conjurors when performing a trick 

 

My bad 

My mistake 

 

My old dutch 

An affectionate term for wife. 

 

 

 



Eat my hat 

A display of confidence in a particular outcome for example, She's always late. If she gets that train I'll eat my hat. 

 

Egg on 

To egg someone on is to encourage them and urge them forward. 

 

End of story 

The talking is over - there's no more to be said. 

 

Off the record 

Something said in confidence that the speaker doesn't want attributed to them. 

 

Okey-dokey 

Okay. There are some late 20th century alternative meanings, limited to the USA, e.g. O 

absurd or ridiculous and 'to swindle or deceive 

 

Over the moon 

Very happy or delighted. 

 

Over the top 

To an excessive degree; beyond reasonable or acceptable limits. 



 

Tall story 

An untrue and unbelievable story. 

 

Tea leaf 

Thief 

 

The dark side 

The evil and malevolent aspect of human personality or society, often referred to in a lighthearted or comic context 

 

The sky is the limit 

There is no apparent limit 

 

Petty cash 

An accessible store of money, intended for small purchases 

 

Pie in the sky 

A promise of heaven, while continuing to suffer in this life 

 

 

 



Plug-ugly 

Extremely ugly, usually of people. 

 

Pond life 

A worthless or stupid person or group. 

 

 

Jenni-Maria Mustola 
 

 

Kick the bucket 

”He kicked the bucket ” 

Joku kuoli 

 

On death’s bed 

”She is on death’s bed” 

Lähellä kuolemaa, näyttää että ei selviä 

 

A penny for your thoughts 

Kysyä mitä toinen ajattelee 

 

 

 



Sit on the fence 

” I’m on the fence” 

Ei halua tehdä päätöstä kahden asian välillä 

 

Back to the drawing board 

Yrittää jotain, mutta epäonnistuu ja pitää aloittaa alusta miettiminen 

 

Best thing since sliced bread 

” That’s the best thing since sliced bread” 

Joku hyvä idea/suunnitelma tai vaikka uusi keksintö/innovaatio 

 

Add insult to injury 

”Why do u have to add insult to injury?” 

Huonontaa jo huonoa tilannetta 

 

Beat around the bush 

“Stop beating around the bush” 

Välttellä asiaan siirtymistä 

 

Costs an arm and a leg 

“That will cost an arm and a leg” 

Jokin on hyvin kallis hinnaltaan 



 

Hit the sack / sheets / hay 

“It's time to hit the sack/sheets/hay” 

Mennä nukkumaan 

 

Break a leg 

Voi sanoa, kun toivottaa onnea esim.työhaastatteluun mennessä 

 

Keep your eye on the ball 

Käskeä joku keskittymään kun keskittyminen herpaantuu 

 

No shit, sherlock. 

Jokin asia on ilmiselvä esim; Him – The Sun is a star! Her- No shit ,Sherlock 

 

Going against the tide 

Olla erimieltä kuin valtaosa 

 

Why don’t we all chip in 

Ehdotus “ Miksemme kaikki laittaisi tähän rahaa” esim. ostaa yhdessä jotain 

 

 



Way to go Einstein! 

Joku epäonnistuu kunnolla , epäonnistujalle voi sanoa ” Way to go Einstein!” 

 

A face only a mother could love 

Voi sano jollekkin hyvin rumalle ihmiselle. Niin ruma että, kukaan ei voi rakastua häneen 

 

You’re dead meat 

Uhkailla tappaa joku. 

 

Atta girl 

Käytetään kun nainen/tyttö saavuttaa jotain hienoa, onnittelua 

 

All that glitters is not gold 

Jokin näyttää hyvältä/kauniilta/kalliilta , mutta lähemmin tarkastellessa osoittautuu toiseksi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Anniina Niemelä 
 

 

It goes without saying 

Something that you say when you believe that what you will say next is generally accepted or understood 

“It goes without saying that you will improve your skills with practice” 

 

Keeps your hands clean 

Stay out of trouble 

“I do not see how anyone working with such corrupt and greedy people could have clean hands” 

 

Game on 

When someone says 'Game on!', it means that they are accepting a challenge or ready to get something done 

 

On my back 

If people are on your back, they are bothering or nagging you 

 

Take your hat off 

If you say that you take your hat off to someone, you are showing your respect or admiration 

 



Better late than never 

To arrive or do something later than expected isn't good, but it is better than not at all 

 

Start from scratch 

To do it all over again from the beginning 

 

Your guess is as good as mine 

I have no idea 

 

Rome was not built in one day 

If you want something to be completely properly, then its going to take time 

 

Pick up your ears 

To listen very carefully 

“Teacher is giving some advice. We have to pick up our ears.” 

 

Hit the hay 

Go to bed or go to sleep 

“I am so tired, I think it’s time to hit the hay!” 

 

 

 



Apple of my eye 

Someone who is cherished above all others 

 

A piece of cake 

A task that can be accomplished very easily 

“I am good at mathematics. Last test was a piece of cake.” 

 

A taste of your own medicine 

When you are mistreated the same way you mistreat others 

 

Bite your tongue 

To avoid talking 

 

Cross your fingers 

To hope that something happens the way you want it to 

 

Every cloud has a silver lining 

Be optimistic, even difficult times will lead to better days 

 

Go for broke 

To gamble everything you have 



 

Lend me your ear 

To politely ask for someone's full attention 

“You didn’t listen me! Could you lend me your ear?” 

 

On the same page 

When multiple people all agree on the same thing 

 

 

Elsa Niemelä 
 

 

a bun in the oven 

being pregnant (pullat uunissa) 

 

a hot potato 

speak of an issue which many people are talking about 

 

This jacket costs an arm and a leg. 

very expensive  

 

 

 



a penny for your thoughts 

a way of asking what someone is thinking 

 

A picture paints a thousand words 

(kuva kertoo enemmän kuin tuhat sanaa)  

 

Once in a blue moon 

Means that something happens very seldom 

 

They will tie the knot next summer 

to get married 

 

It´s raining cats and dogs 

a very loud and noisy rain storm 

 

You got a taste of your own medicine. 

something is done to you that you have done to someone else (maistaa omaa lääkettä) 

 

Dog days of summer 

the hottest days of the summer 

 



My mother lost her head 

angry and overcome by emotion 

 

Bite your tongue 

To avoid talking 

 

A leopard can´t change his spots 

You can´t change who you are 

 

Unfortunately I would bite off more than I can chew, if I did that. 

Take on a task that is way to big 

 

Blood is thicker than water 

The family bond is closer than anything else 

 

Please, crack me up! 

to make someone laugh 

 

She has a mutton-dressed-as-lamb effect on her. 

this expression refers to a middle-aged women who tries to look younger by dressing in clothes designed for younger people. 

 



to look like a million dollars. 

With a tan, style clothes and new hairstyle she looked like a million dollars. 

to look extremely good 

 

to build bridges between  

I´m trying to build bridges between my friend and her hater. 

if a person builds bridges between two opposing groups, they help them to cooperate and understand each other better 

 

your heart sinks  

I know your heart sinks because of your boyfriend. 

you feel very unhappy and despotent 

 

 

Lotta Ojala 
 

 

Easy come, easy go  

everything that is earned easily, is easy to ruin 

 

Still water runs deep  

Quiet person can have lots of knowledge  

 

As plain as the nose on your face 



The answer is very obvious 

 

Every dog has his day 

  You got what you deserved 

 

Full of herself 

 When someone is enamored with one's self 

 

We´re all in the same boat 

 Everyone is in the same situation 

 

On the other hand 

 However, in contrast 

 

Add fuel to the fire 

 To make a angry person angrier or to make a problem worse 

 

Money doesn’t grow in trees 

 Money isn’t easily earned 

 

Better safe than sorry 



 It´s better to do something than not to do it. 

 

No big deal 

 Something is not that important 

 

A case in point 

 A good example 

 

Out of the blue 

 If something unexpected happens 

 

An integral part 

 An important part of something 

 

When pigs fly! 

 This is said about thing that will never happen 

 

Hold your horses 

 To be patient 

 

 



To tie the knot 

 Get married 

 

A picture paints a thousand words 

 One picture tells the story just as well as a large amount of text 

 

Couch potato 

 Person, who spends a lot of time on the couch by watching TV 

 

Let the cat out of the bag 

 To reveal a secret that was not supposed to reveal 

 

 

Aino Paukkeri 
 

 

If you can't walk the walk, don't talk the talk 

= when you talk more than you can actually do 

 

Do something in eleventh hour 

=when you do something on last minute 

 



Been there, done that 

=when you have experianced the same situation berofe 

 

Six ways to sunday 

=six roads to freedom 

 

Simmer down 

=calm it down 

 

Close, but no cigar 

=when something is very close 

 

Pain in the ass 

=you can say that about someone who irritates you 

 

Fist come, first served 

=the fastest one beat the slowest one 

 

Break a leg 

=Do something well 

 



The more the merrier 

=you have more fun when you have more people included 

 

Still waters run deep 

=a quiet person might have a lot of information or deep feelings 

 

Walk out 

=Go on strike 

 

Laid back 

=when someone is very casual or breezy 

 

Stick out a sore thumb 

=When someone is acting differently comparing to the others and everyone notices it 

 

Steal someone's thunder 

=when someone uses, appropriates, or preems to use of another's idea, especially to one's own advantage 

 

Take the wind out of somebody's sails 

=when someone makes someone feel less confident or less determined to do somethind that he/she is not expecting for you 

to say 



 

Talk of the devil 

=when you talk about someone you are arrives and you are not expecting him/her to show up  

 

Under the impression  

=when you expected a little more that it was in reality 

 

Till the cows come home 

=when something is a long but indefinite time. 

 

Kill two birds with one stone 

=when you manage to do two things or solve two problems at the same time instead of just one 

 

 

Samppa Pyky 
 

 

Bottoms up ! 

An expression said as a toast when people are drinking together 

 

Boys will be boys 



Boys are expected to be irresponsible. Also said ironically about men 

 

He’s a dark horse 

A person who surprises people by doing something that they do not expect 

 

His bark is bigger than his bite 

Persons actions will not be as severe as the things that were said 

 

Time after time 

Something happens or is done many times 

 

Walls have ears 

A warning that you think your conversation is being overheard 

 

Shit happens 

Bad things happen 

 

When life gives you lemons, make lemonade 

An encourage optimism an a can-do attitude 

 

When life gives you lemons, squirt someone in the eye 



Same as above 

 

An oldie but a goodie 

Something is old but still good.  

 

As luck would have it 

By good or bad luck as it turned out 

 

Roll of the dice 

Something is risky 

 

Take the bull by the horns 

To confront a problem head on and deal with it openly 

 

Business as usual 

Having things go along as usual 

 

A cheap knock off 

An inexpensive replica of a more valuable 

 

Lights out 



Bedtime 

 

Once in a blue moon 

Very rarely 

 

Money cant buy you happiness 

Money doesn’t always make you happy 

 

Laugh all the way to the bank 

Being very happy about money that has been earned 

 

Be in the groove 

To be having a very successful perioid 

 

 

Jussi Rintasaari 
 

 

To take an arrow in the knee 

To get married. 

“I used to be a bachelor until my late twenties, but then I took an arrow in the knee.” 

 



Anyhoo 

To move on to the next subject/thing. Anyways. 

“Anyhoo, what did you think of that YouTube video I linked you yesterday?” 

 

As good as gold 

Authentic. Worth a lot of money. A very good idea. 

“I opened a Magic the Gathering card pack yesterday and I got a Black Lotus! They’re as good as gold!” 

 

Baby boomer 

Someone born between 1945 and 1959 (after the servicemen returned home from WW2). 

“Both my grandparents from my father’s and my mother’s side are baby boomers.” 

 

Beats me 

To not know the specific answer to a question. To not understand something. 

“The teacher asked me who was born on the 14th of March, on the year 1879. Beats me...” 

 

The early bird catches the worm 

Arriving somewhere or waking up early helps you get what you want. 

“They’re releasing the very much hyped video game tomorrow, the queues will be long so the early bird catches the worm.” 

 

 

 

 



To keep it down 

To talk quietly or softly. 

“Keep it down a bit! Last night my neighbour came to complain to me because we were making a ruckus.” 

 

To want her/his place in the sun 

Wanting to be fortunate. Wanting to be the center of attention. 

“John keeps pulling pranks on the teachers despite all the warnings he’s gotten. I guess he wants to keep his place in the sun.” 

 

In the blink of an eye 

Very quickly. Fast, without delay. 

“I was playing ice hockey, when the player with the puck closed in on me and in the blink of an eye he was already behind me.” 

 

Around the clock 

At all times. Existing or occurring without interruption or end. 

“I’ve been staying up around the clock this whole weekend without even taking naps.” 

 

In harm’s way 

Exposed to danger or a deadly situation 

“In war no matter if you’re a civilian or a soldier, you’re still in harm’s way around the clock.” 

 

 

 

 



To have an ace up his/her sleeve 

To have a hidden tool, supply, or plan that others don’t know about. 

“Dammit, my opponent’s hand was a Four of a kind… Thankfully though I have an ace up my sleeve.” 

 

Achilles heel 

A weakness. Weak point. 

“The new defender on the enemy team is their Achilles heel.” 

 

It’s/There’s no use crying over spilt milk 

An event that has happened cannot be undone, so there’s nothing to be gained by getting frustrated or upset about it. 

“Even if you got an F from the test you can always try again later. It’s no use crying over spilt milk so get yourself together.” 

 

To flunk 

Failing to reach the required standard in an examination, test, or a course of study. 

“I flunked physics in the 11th grade.” 

 

As plain as day 

Very obvious. Without question. 

“It was as plain as day that it was going to rain in the evening since the sky was blocked out by dark clouds.” 

 

 

 

 



To play ball 

To cooperate. To team up with someone. 

“I need to play ball with my co-workers in order to finish this project in time.” 

 

Teacher’s pet 

A favourite student of a teacher. 

“Peter is the teacher’s pet since he always does so well in tests.” 

 

Through thick and thin 

Staying together through adversity or tough times 

“Jack and I are best friends. We’ve been through thick and thin together.” 

 

Up for grabs 

Available to be chosen. 

“In tomorrow’s election, there’ll be six seats up for grabs.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Eino Roininen 
 

 

-He´s a dark horse   

that means someone doesn’t fit some croup.  

 

-his bark is bigger than his bite  

means that when someone shows their anger ,but does not act that anger  

 

-beauty is in the eye of the beholder  

means  ´what may not be beautiful to one person may be beautiful to another.  

 

-full of himself  

means that when someone is only interested to himself/herself  

 

-skeleton in the closet   

means someone have secrets what he or she have never tell everybody  

 

 

 



-trying to pull my leg   

means someone try to cheated on you  

 

-rub salt in the wound  

 to make something what is more difficult even more difficult 

 

-between a rock and a hard place  

stuck between two very bad options  

 

-never bite a hand that feeds you  

don’t hurt anyone who helps you  

 

-under the weather  

means feeling  sick or ill  

 

-keep an eye of him   

means that you should carefully watch him  

 

-A drop in the bucket   

means that something is very small part something big  

 



-talk a mile on a minute  

means someone speaks very fast  

 

-hit below the belt  

means you say something unfair what you shouldn’t  

 

-turn someone´s crank  

means you are interest or excite them  

 

-up with the lark  

means that you wake up early( you´re up with the lark)  

 

-hand in glove  

means someone´s have extremely close relationship  

 

-cat and mouse  

that means one side tryes catch on the other side  

 

-in a dogs age   

means you have not  done it for long time  

 



-in a cold blood  

means you have done something without any emotions  

 

 

Arttu Rusanen 
 

 

Dumb as a box of rocks 

 Very dumb 

  “You’re dumb as box of rocks.” 

 

To bite the dust 

 To die 

  “Another one bites the dust.” 

 

Most impressive 

 Very impressive 

  “That was most impressive.” 

 

Quick as a hiccup 

 Very quick 

  “Your quick as a hiccup, aren’t you?” 

 



To rain on your parade 

 To ruin somebody’s fun 

  “I hope I’m not raining on your parade.” 

 

Same shit, different day 

Same bad or annoying things happen on the same day 

  “ ” 

 

Too wack to handle 

Some that is sarcastically difficult to process or understand 

  “Your rhymes are just too wack to handle!” 

 

Add insult to injury 

To make something bad even worse 

  “You’re just adding insult to injury” 

 

Keep an eye on something. 

To watch something very carefully 

  “I’ll keep my eye on you.” 

 

 

 

 

 



To squash something like a bug 

To beat or win someone very easily 

 “I will squash you like bug.” 

 

Easy as pie 

 Something very easy 

  “I got this. It is easy as pie.” 

 

Money doesn’t grow on trees 

Money isn’t easy to get and has to be earned 

  “Too bad that money doesn’t grow on trees.” 

 

To be fit as a fiddle 

 To feel good 

  “I feel fit as a fiddle.” 

 

More than meets the eye 

 Something that has a secret or is hiding something 

  “Transformers! More than meets the eye!” 

 

 

 

 



Roll out! 

 Go or move 

  “Autobots transform and roll out!” 

 

Justice is served 

 Somebody has made a good deed 

  “Look’s like justice has been served.” 

 

Eagle eyes 

 Eyes that are very sharp and can see thing very well 

  “How did you see that? Do you have eagle eyes?” 

 

Middle of nowhere 

 Far from civilization 

“Where is in middle of nowhere. There is no phone reception or wifi.” 

 

Old habits die hard 

Something that had been doing for a long time the same may be hard to do differently 

“My grandmother still won’t use a mobile phone. Well old habits die hard.” 

 

 

 

 



To have the cutting edge 

 To have a better opportunity, way or thing than somebody else 

“My phone has gps and yours doesn’t. Looks like I have the cutting edge.” 

 

To take an arrow to the knee 

 To get married 

“I used to be an adventurer like you but then I took an arrow to the knee.” 

 

 

Heta Räihä 
 

 

agree to differ | agree to disagree 

If two people agree to differ, or agree to disagree, they accept that they have different opinions about something and stop 

trying to change each other's opinion. 

 

break the ice 

If you break the ice you say or do something to create a more relaxed atmosphere when meeting people for the first time. 

 

can't see the forest for the trees  

If you can't see the forest for the trees, you can't see the whole situation clearly because you're looking too closely at small 

details, or because you're too closely involved. 

 



(something) escapes you 

If you say something escapes you, it means you can't remember it. 

 

easier said than done 

You say something is easier said than done when it looks easy to do, but in fact it's quite difficult to do. 

 

eat your words 

If you eat your words, you admit that something you said was wrong. 

 

eyes like a hawk 

If someone has eyes like a hawk, they have very good eyesight and they notice everything. 

 

fat chance 

- little or no possibility, almost no chance 

 

feel at home 

- to feel comfortable and relaxed (as if you were at your home) 

 

fifty-fifty 

- equally, evenly 

 



first and foremost 

- the first and most important 

 

flat broke 

- to have no money 

 

a foot in the door 

- an opening or opportunity to do something 

 

for all intents and purposes 

- practically speaking 

 

from A to Z 

- everything about something 

 

A little bird told me. 

Something was learnt from a mysterious or secret source. An evasive answer to someone who asks how you learnt something. 

 

in a bad mood 

- sad, depressed 

 



make a living 

- to earn enough money to live 

 

a raw deal 

- unfair treatment 

 

read (someone) like an open book 

- to understand someone very well 

 

 

Puneet Singh 
 

 

Ants in his/her pants  

(used if somebody can't sit quietly and without moving around) 

 

Apple of my eye  

(someone/something who/what is favourite) 

 

As tender as mother's heart  

(very kind) 

 



As useful as tits on a bull  

(something that's not useful at all) 

 

As good as gold  

(worth of money/very good idea) 

 

No pain, no gain  

(if somebody wants to quit training) 

 

It could be worse  

(when you want to comfort somebody) 

 

It would not be so funny if life was so easy  

(when life is hard) 

 

As easy as pie  

(something that's very easy) 

 

An oldie, but a goldie  

(something from past that is as good as back then) 

 



All roads lead to Rome  

(by doing something different way you can still get the result) 

 

The early bird catches the worm  

(the person who takes the earliest opportunity to do something will gain the advantage over others) 

 

There are plenty more fish in the sea  

(used to say that there are many more people or possibilities) 

 

As stubborn as a mule  

(when somebody is extremely stubborn) 

 

You are what you eat  

(used to emphasise the importance of a good diet as a key to good health) 

 

Sleep like a log  

(sleep very well) 

 

Snake in the grass  

(person who is unfaithful) 

 



A frog in my throat  

(if it's difficult to speak for some reason) 

 

A friend in need, is a friend indeed  

(a person who is a friend when you need him/her is a true friend) 

 

An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth  

(if someone have done something wrong, he/she must pay for it in name of justice) 

 

 

Hanna Turtinen 
 

 

Money can’t buy happiness 

You can’t buy happiness or love with money 

Rahalla ei voi ostaa onnea 

You don’t need to buy expensive gifts to her, because money can’t buy happiness. 

 

Eat like a bird 

Eat very small meals.  

Syödä kuin lintu 

I bet she eats like a bird. She looks so thin, but still good. 

 



Feel free 

Be allowed to do something. 

Please feel free to eat anything in the table. 

 

Get the point 

To understand the issue. 

Ymmärtää pointti 

Did you get the point of presentation? 

 

Hold one’s horses  

To be patient.  

Olla kärsivällinen  

Hold your horses I’m sure they will come on time. 

 

In the nick of time 

At the last moment which is possible. 

Viimehetkellä 

We made it in the nick of time. 

 

Money doesn’t grow on trees 

That you can’t get money free, you have to work for it. 

Raha ei kasva puussa 

You can’t waste money like that, you know money doesn’t grow on trees. 

 



One’s lips are sealed 

That someone keeps someone’s secret.  

Huuleni ovat sinetöidyt 

I won’t tell anyone, my lips are sealed. 

 

Out of the line 

To do something wrong or not appropriate 

Ylittää raja 

He was really out of the line when he asked her age. 

 

Read between the lines 

To detect a meaning which isn’t said directly 

Lukea rivien välistä 

I read between the lines that she doesn’t want me to come. 

 

Ring a bell 

Something sounds familiar like you know it, but you are not sure 

Soittaa kelloja 

The name of the city rings a bell, but I’m not sure if I know it. 

 

Work one’s butt off 

Someone works very hard 

I have not gained a raise although I’ve been working my butt off.  

 



Wolf in sheep’s clothing  

A person who seems innocent but truly is not. 

He might seem nice but he’s a wolf in sheep’s clothing. 

 

Throw axe into well 

To give up with something 

Heittää kirves kaivoon 

Don’t throw axe into well because of little hardship. 

 

Be totally through 

To be really tired 

Olla ihan puhki 

I can see you are totally through after the divorce. 

 

To get a seizure 

Someone get upset after getting knows some news. 

Saada hepuli 

She got a seizure when I told that I am going to move away. 

 

In the middle of nowhere 

A place where is nothing surrounding it. 

Keskellä ei mitään 

That village is in the middle of nowhere. 

 



Kick back 

To relax 

After the school day I will go home and kick back. 

 

Add fuel to the fire 

To make situation still worse, than it is already. 

Lisätä bensaa liekkeihin 

They are fighting already. You just add fuel to the fire if you go there. 

 

Get hitched 

To get married 

Jack and Alice will get hitched next summer. 

 

 

Henna Vähkyrä 
 

 

rain cats and dogs 

It has been raining cats and dogs all day. 

it’s raining a lot  

 

 

 

 



pop the question 

We were in a restaurant when my boyfriend pop the question. 

ask to marry someone  

 

in fine feather 

My friend is in fine feather today. 

in good humor 

 

Not enought room to swing a cat 

There’s not enought room to swing a cat in the small department in the city. 

not very much space  

 

no spring chicken 

I don’t know how old my uncle is but he is no spring chicken. 

not young anymore 

 

shop till you drop 

You always shop till you drop when you go to the city with her. 

shopping too much 

 

no offence 

No offence but I really can’t go with you. 



not saying bad 

 

with one’s mittens straight 

You just lay on the couch with one’s mittens straight. 

not doing anything  

 

apple of (someone’s) eye 

This diamond is the apple of my eye. 

someone or something that one likes a lot or likes more than the others  

 

make a buck 

It’s not that simple to make a buck. 

to make money  

 

have elbow room 

We have much elbow room in our new house. 

to have enought space  

 

have a finger in the pie 

The woman has a finger in the pie of the new business. 

to be involved in something, to have a role in something 

 

 



cut and run 

I’d give a shilling if they had cut and run. 

run away  

 

bad hair day 

Yesterday was a bad hair day, everything went wrong. 

a day when everything seems to go wrong 

 

cheek by  jowl 

The boxex in my room are cheek by jowl. 

side by side, close together 

 

crack a smile 

I did not crack a smile during the speech. 

to smile a little 

 

a match made in heaven 

When two people finally met each other, it was a mach made in heaven. 

a couple who ger along perfectly  

 

 

 

 



bird brain 

The man at the work is a bird brain. 

someone who you think is stupid 

 

jazz something up 

I didn’t  know what to say so I jazzed  up. 

improve ;  make something more stylish  

 

once in a blue moon 

I visit my grandpa once in a blue moon. 

very rarely  

 

 

Joonatan Ylitolonen 
 

 

Easy as pie  

– helppoa kuin heinänteko 

 

Memories grow sweeter in time 

-aika kultaa muistot 

 

 



The early bird gets the worm  

– aikainen lintu madon nappaa 

 

Out of context  

– asian vierestä 

 

Dream on  

– älä unta näe 

 

Split hairs  

- halkoa hiuksia 

 

Smell a rat  

– haistaa palaneen käryä 

 

Score to be settled  

- hampaankolossa 

 

Haul over the coals  

– haukkua maanrakoon 

 



Give up the ghost  

– heittää veivinsä 

 

Dyed-in-the-wool  

– henkeen ja vereen 

 

Before it’s too late  

– hyvän sään aikana 

 

In the act  

– itse teossa 

 

At the feet of  

– jalkojen juuressa 

 

Root and branch  

– juurta jaksain 

 

Add fuel to the fire  

– kaataa bensaa liekkeihin 

 



Do one’s bit  

– kantaa kortensa kekoon 

 

By hook or by crook  

– keinolla millä hyvänsä 

 

Hard nut to crack  

– kova pähkinä purtavaksi 

 

Fed up  

– kurkkua myöten täynnä 

 

 

Jenna Illikainen 
 

 

Half baked 

= A half baked idea or scheme hasn’t not been thought through or planned very well 

 

Everything was half baked again. 

 

 

 



Big cheese 

= An important person, a leader 

 

My dad is a big cheese in this company so you should be very nice to him. 

 

Truth will out  

= The truth will become known eventually 

 

It never rains but it pours  

=When troubles come they come all together 

 

Hold your horses. I will be there on time  

= To be patient, to slow down, to wait. 

 

Hold your horses. I will be there on time  

 

Bite your tongue  

= To avoid talking  

 
 

 

 

 

 



Get over it 

= To move beyond something that is bothering you 

 

Hit the books  

= To study, especially for a test or exam 

 

Tie the knot  

= to get married 

 

Save your skin 

= If someone saves their skin, they manage to avoid getting into serious trouble  

 

Saying is one thing: doing is another  

=  It is harder to do something than it is to say that you will do it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Act of God  

= An act of God is something like an 

earthquake or floods that human beings cannot prevent or control. 

 

Alive and kicking  

= If something is active and doing well, it is alive and kicking  

(It can be used for people too) 

 

Amen  

= some use ”Amen” or ”Amen to that” as a way of agreeing with something that has just been said   

 

As cold as ice  

= This idiom can be used to describe a person who does not show any emotion 

 

You can’t judge a book by its cover  

=Decisions shouldn’t be made primarily on appearance 

 

 

 

 

 



You reap what you sow 

=This means that if you do bad things to people, bad things will happen to you or good things. Normally used when someone has 

done something bad 

 

Piece of cake 

=If something is a piece of cake, it is really easy 

 

Give Him The Slip 

= To get away from. To escape.  

 

High Five 

= Slapping palms above each others heads as celebration gesture.  

 

 

Jyri Leskelä 
 

 

Ain´t that a kick in the head 

Means something unpleasant, shocking or bad thing that comes right out of the bushes. 

I had to sell my house to get some money for living but in mean time, my taxes rise up also. Ain´t that a kick in the head.  

 

 

 



As busy as a bee 

Means that the person is very busy or working all the time. 

- Can I talk to Jack? 

- Not right now he´s as busy as a bee. 

 

All the bits and pieces 

Means every part of something whole thing. 

All right everyone I want that you gather all the bits and pieces which we need to complete the project. 

 

Caught with your hand in the cookie jar 

When someone gets caught in the act of doing something. 

Hey! You! Turn out your pockets, I saw you put something in there. 

 

To deal with it 

To cope with some situation which is usually unpleasant. 

 

-That thing is totally overprized, you can´t ask so much for that. 

-Deal with it.  

 

 

 

 

 



Got under my skin 

To get irritated or angry by someone. 

 

-I saw how rude that guy was when he spoke to you 

-Yeah, he really got under my skin 

 

The short end of the stick 

When something is not fair and not in your favor. 

-I got the short end of the stick. 

-Well you can´t always win. 

 

Back in the saddle 

When someone regains their position that they had previously lost. 

 

-Hey good to have you back in CEO again Jack! 

-Thanks! I´m back in the saddle. 

 

Dumb as a stump 

An expression used to describe someone who is very dumb or stupid. 

-According to things that you said you´re dumb as a stump. 

 

 

 

 



To eyeball someone or something 

To take account of someone or something. 

-Hey where did you get that scar in your face? 

-Are you eyeballing me or something? 

 

A far cry 

A very different set of circumstances. 

 

Life in Middle of Africa is a far cry from living in a Finnish city. 

 

A fool and his money are soon parted 

People who easily lose their money. 

 

-Yee! I won in lottery, now I´m going to casino. 

-A fool and his money are soon parted.  

 

Give them a finger, and they'll take the whole hand 

When you offer something to someone, they will want much more. 

-I lend some money for my friend and now he is asking more of it. 

-Give them a finger, and they´ll take the whole hand. 

 

 

 



Happy as a lark 

Someone who is very happy. 

-I found some cash from the ground, now I´m happy as a lark. 

 

Hell in a hand basket 

Things are happening in a very bad way. 

-This place looks awful from the fight in yesterday. 

-Yes, it was like a hell in a hand basket. 

 

Hit the books 

To study or do homework 

-If I want to pass the test, I have to hit the books. 

 

Is the Pope Catholic? 

A sarcastic question which is said, when someone says or asks something obvious. 

-I have to do more work if I want more money. 

-Is the Pope Catholic? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To kick the bucket 

To die 

-When I kick the bucket, you will have my legacy. 

 

Mug for the camera 

To pose for the camera 

-Alright everybody, mug for the camera. 

 

Talk to the hand 

Said when you´re not interested in listening, when someone says something to you. 

-Hey you!, yes you there, would you be interested in buying this paint… 

-Talk to the hand. 

 

 

Antti Koukkula 
 

 

She's digging her own grave. 

× When somebody is telling so many lies, that even she doesn't believe them herself. She wouldn't be able to survive them. 

”What did she say? That isn't true! She's just digging her own grave.” 

 



That's out of this world! 

× Something new, that sounds crazy and weird. 

”What, a cat singing Paranoid, that's out of this world!” 

Money doesn't grow on trees. 

× Something that you say to somebody, when she's using money recklessly. 

”What! You bought new shoes again! Did you know, that money doesn't grow on trees.” 

Never say never. 

× When somebody is giving up, you can cheer him with this. 

”She might brake up with him. Never say never.” 

What's done is done. 

× When something fails, you can't redo it. 

” I got 4 from maths test. Well, what's done is done.” 

Better late than never. 

× Said when something is done late. 

”Sorry, I'm late. 

-Well, better late than never.” 



Many hands make light the work. 

× The more people do the work, the easier and faster it's done. 

”Thanks for the help. Many hands make light the work.” 

Were you raised in a sandbox? 

× Say this, when somebody can't handle the simplest of things. 

”What! You don't know how to tie your shoes? Were you raised in a sandbox?” 

What doesn't kill you makes you stronger. 

× Every mistake has it's bright side. 

”Don't be sad. What doesn't kill you makes you stronger.” 

Speak of the devil. 

× Somebody comes, and he was talked about recently. 

”Speak of the devil, Tom's here.” 

I'm all ears. 

× You say that somebody can tell you something. 

”You've got somebody to say. Well, I'm all ears.” 



Hit it. 

× Somebody has something big to tell you, and you tell her to just say it. 

”Go on, hit it.” 

I'm on a roll. 

× Say this, when something goes perfect. 

”I'm on a roll! The driving test went through easily.” 

Cat got your tongue? 

× Somebody doesn't know what to say. 

”Cat got your tongue? Just say something.” 

In one ear, and out the other. 

× You say something to somebody, but he doesn't mind it at all. 

”Are you listening!? Or did it go in one ear and out the other.” 

So close, yet so far away. 

× Something fails only a little. 

”He lost by 0,001 seconds. So close, yet so far away,” 



Don't even go there. 

× Somebody is going to try something or go somewhere, he'll lose or fail. 

”Don't even go there, it's a waste of time.” 

Keep your eye on the ball. 

× Tells you to focus on what you're doing. 

”Don't mess around, keep your eye on the ball.” 

Pull a fast one. 

× Somebody needs to say something quick. 

”I have nothing to say, pull a fast one.” 

Playing with fire. 

× Somebody is doing something very dangerous. 

”Well that's stupid. He's playing with fire.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sara Haataja 
 

 

A dog buried here  

= koira haudattuna 

An implication that there´s something foul behind the scenes, the situation is not what it appears to be. 

 

Like a rooster on top of the carbage pile  

= kukkona tunkiolla 

 

Boasting one self, being “king of the hill”. 

 

Previous winter´s snow  

= menneen talven Lumia 

Not relevant anymore, often used of past offences or sorrows, similar in tone to English “let bygones be bygones”. 

 

To throw the spoon in the corner  

= heittää lusikan nurkkaan 

To die. 

 

 

 

 

 



Not to be riding a rabbit  

= ei olla jäniksen selässä 

Not to be in an immediate hurry. 

 

The horses will run away  

= hevoset karkaa  

An euphemism for “your fly is open”. 

 

To become gingerbread  

= mennä pipariksi 

Something goes completely wrong. 

 

Make hay while the sun shines  

= takoa, kun rauta on kuuma 

When the conditions are right, get around to what needs to be done. 

 

Out like a snowman  

= pihalla kuin lumiukko 

Not to know anything about the given thing and thus be stunned, or to say things that are not relevant to the thing. 

 

To take time of one´s age and health  

= kestää ikä ja terveys 

To take a far too long time, or be of far too much effort. 



 

Like two berries 

= kuin kaksi marjaa 

Two people or Things that seem extremely alike; two peas in a pod. 

 

Don't put all your eggs in one basket  

= älä laita kaikkea yhden kortin varaan 

Don't depend on just one thing in order to be successful. 

 

Don't make a mountain out of a molehill  

= älä tee kärpäsestä härkästä 

Don´t make too big a fuss of something that isn´t so important. 

 

Easy come, easy come  

= se laulaen tulee se viheltäen menee 

Don´t worry about the loss of something that required only a small amount of effort in the first place. 

 

Money talks  

= raha ratkaisee 

Money gives you the power and influence to help you get things done or get your own way. 

 

 

 

 



Rome wasn't built in a day  

= Roomaa ei rakennettu päivässä 

Important things don´t happen overnight. 

 

No smoke without fire  

= ei savua ilman tulta 

Some evidence of a problem probably indicates that there really is a problem. 

 

He who laughs last laughs longest  

= se parhaiten nauraa joka viimeksi nauraa 

Whoever succeeds in making the last move or playing the last trick has the most enjoyment or success 

 

When in Rome, do as the Romans do  

= maassa maan tavalla 

Whatever you are, behave in the way that the local people behave. 

 

Every dog has its day  

= kaikille on annettava mahdollisuus 

Everyone will get a chance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Arttu Kuopusjärvi 
 

 

Too wack to handle:  

Something that is sarcastically difficult to process or understand.  

 

Keep an eye on something:  

To watch something very carefully.  

 

Add insult to injury:  

To make something bad even worse.  

 

To squash something like a bug:  

To beat or win someone very easily.  

 

Pull the plug:  

To stop something.  

 



Pulling your leg:  

Tricking someone as a joke.  

 

Pedal to the medal:  

To go full speed, especially while driving a vehicle.  

 

No dice:  

To not agree, To not accept a proposition. 

 

Mumbo jumbo:  

Nonsense or meaningless speech. 

Nest egg:  

Savings set aside for future use. 

 

When Pigs fly:  

Something that will never happen. 

 



Kick the bucket:  

Die.  

 

Field day:  

An enjoyable day or circumstance. 

 

Cup of joe:  

A cup of coffee. 

 

Blue moon:  

A rare event or occurance. 

 

A piece of cake:  

A task that can accomplished very easily. 

 

Rise and shine:  

Time to get out of bed and ready for school or work.  



Run out of steam:  

To be completely out of energy. 

 

Use your loaf:  

Use your head. 

 

Your guess is as good as mine:  

I have no idea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Janne Puurunen 

I've set my heart on... 

 Be committed to something. 

example= I've set my heart on passing the school with good grades. 

 

Lesser of two evils. 

 Choosing between two bad choices. 

 

Make an ass out of yourself. 

 Embarassing yourself. 

example= Last weekend i drank too much and made an ass out of myself. 

 

Fine and dandy. 

 Everything is good. 

example= How is your new job turning out to be? - Fine and dandy. 

 

Fools gold. 

 Something appearing to be expencive and valuable, but actually being rubbish. 

example= My new watch looks expensive, but it's fools gold. 

 

 

 



Under a microscope. 

 Being under close observation. 

example= My new boss doesn't like me, so he put me under his microscope. 

 

Shoot yourself in the foot. 

 Unintentionally causing oneself problems. 

example= My car broke down. I shot myself in the foot by not getting it checked when the engine light went on. 

 

Burn your bridges. 

 To do something which makes it impossible to return to an earlier state. 

example= I burned my bridges by telling my boss to eat it when i left my job. 

 

Hit the books. 

 To study hard. 

example= I have a test tomorrow so i have to hit the books tonight. 

 

To stab someone in the back. 

 To betray someone. 

example= My friend stabbed me in the back by telling the teacher i wasn't really sick yesterday. 

I've got your number. 

 You've done something to upset me, and you're going to hear from me. 

 

In a jam. 

 To be in trouble. 

example= "My school project is late, i'm in a jam." 



 

Keep in wraps. 

 Keep something a secret until a specific time. 

 

A Knee slapper 

 Refers to something funny. Is often used sarcastically. 

example= "That joke was a knee slapper." 

 

A paper tiger 

 Something that appears strong, but is actually weak. 

 

To pick up the tab 

 Someone who pays for everyones expenses, "picks up the tab". 

 

Get hitched  

 Get married. 

 

Eat my words 

 To accept publicly that you were wrong about something you said. 

 

Bar fly 

 A bar fly is a person who spends a lot of time drinking in different bars and pubs. 



 

Walk the green mile 

 Someone or something that is walking the green mile is heading towards the inevitable. 

 

 

Tytti Ristikaarto 
 

 

Or when pigs fly 

when something is never going to happen 

 

All for one and one for all  

all the members of a group support each other 

 

go Dutch 

used in dating, when both pay for their own bills 

 

apple of eye 

one's favourite person, the one you love most 

 

cry over split milk 

to be unhappy/disappointed about what can't be undone 



 

as weak as kitten 

used when somebody is very weak, not strong at all 

 

curiosity killed the cat 

being curioisity can get you into trouble 

 

not enough room to swing a cat 

said about a place or space that is very small 

 

bark up the wrong tree 

to make a wrong assumption of someone or something 

 

swallow your words 

take back what one said 

 

go bananas 

used when somebody or something is acting crazy 

 

 

 



add fuel to fire 

to make a problem worse;  to say or do something that makes a bad situation worse 

 

beside the point 

irrelevant, off the subject 

 

between a rock and a hard place 

in a very difficult position, facing a hard decision 

 

rain cats and dogs 

something that you say when it's raining very heavily 

 

bore the pants of 

to be exceedingly dull and uninteresting to someone 

 

an oldie, but a goodie 

something, that is old, but is still very good 

 

if you can't walk the walk, don't talk the talk 

if you can't do something, don't say you can or will 

 



out of sight, out of mind 

If you do not see someone or something frequently, you will forget about it 

 

the early bird gets the worm 

said to advise someone that they will have an advantage if they do something immediately or before anyone else does it 

 

 

Emilia Karvonen 
 

 

All for one, and one for all 

-Everyone should work for the team and not for themselves 

“We should do this together. All for one, and one for all. We are team if you remember.” 

 

Nothing ventured, nothing gained 

-If you want to achieve something big, you have to dare to take risks 

 

You can’t judge a book by its cover 

- Decisions shouldn’t be made primarily on appearance 

“That chocolate cake doesn’t look good!” “Come on! You can’t judge a book by its cover!” 

 

 



All in good time 

-Things will happen when they are supposed to 

“Be patient! All in good time! You just have to wait!” 

 

Let bygones be bygones 

-Problems that have happened in the past should be forgotten 

“I’m sorry I was so horrible to you two years ago.” “Don’t worry. Let bygones be bygones.” 

 

Apple of my eye 

-Someone/something is a favorite and very important 

“Look at that! I bought a new car. It’s apple of my eye now.” 

 

That which doesn’t kill you, makes you stronger 

-If you get over your problem and survive, you will be stronger because of it 

“I screwed up! Really badly! Well, that which doesn’t kill you, makes you stronger.” 

 

Be in the same boat 

-To have the same set of circumstances as someone else 

“This mess is not just mine. As you probably know we are in the same boat.” 

 

 

 



Every dark cloud has a silver lining 

- Some good things can happen even when everything seems so be bad 

“Cheer up! Don’t be so sad. Every dark cloud has a silver lining.” 

 

In one fell swoop 

-Happening all at once 

“I did all my homework in one fell swoop.” 

 

It’s not whether you win or lose; it’s how you play the game 

-Fair play is more important than winning 

 

More than meets the eye 

-When not everything is visible and apparent 

“I know you didn’t tell me the whole story. There’s more than meets the eye in this case. 

 

Save your breath 

-Don’t talk because I don’t want to hear what you are saying 

“Oh please..save your breath! I know you’re fooling me again.” 

 

 

 

 



See eye to eye 

-Agree with someone 

“I can’t believe you did it even though you knew that I didn’t see eye to eye with you. You should have listened to 

me too.” 

 

Not in so many words 

- Someone doesn’t say things directly but still means it 

“Did she ask you to leave her alone?” “Well, not in so many words, but that’s what she meant 

 

That was a close shave 

-Something was really close to occur 

“He almost drove over me! That was a close shave!” 

 

Swallow one’s pride 

-To set aside one’s pride so that for example difficult situation can be fixed 

“You have to swallow your pride and forgive him! It’s been a long time when he hurt you.” 

 

Actions speak louder than words 

-Doing things is more credible than just saying what you will do 

 

 

 



Out of sight, out of mind 

-If you don’t see something or someone, you won’t think about it 

“I haven’t seen my ex-boyfriend a while. Well, out of sight, out of mind.” 

 

Pride goes before a fall 

-Someone who behaves in an arrogant way is likely to suffer misfortune 

“Hi, don’t be so self-satisfied! Pride goes before a fall.” 

 

 

Niko Puumalainen 
 

 

Bat an eyelid. 

Doesn`t care of something. 

I got an F from an exam i didn`t bat an eyelid. 

 

Bite a bullet. 

Die. 

Billy didn´t bite a bullet at world war. 

 

 

 

 



Catching some zzzz´s. 

Fall asleep. 

Willy catched some zzz´s at 5 am. 

 

Do or die. 

All or nothing. 

Now it is do or die. 

 

Don´t poke the bear. 

Risk a life. 

Timmy poked the bear at the zoo. 

 

 

Dumb as a fox. 

Very stupid. 

Sally is a dumb as a fox. 

 

Give me a hand. 

Asking for help. 

I asked Billy to give me a hand. 

 

 



Hit the deck. 

Going to the ground. 

Bank robber commanded people to hit the deck. 

 

Hot as hell. 

Very hot. 

Today was hot as hell. 

 

I can´t stand it. 

Get annoyed by something. 

Billy can´t stand annoying people. 

 

I´ll eat my hat. 

Something unexpected happens. 

If you got an A i´ll eat my hat. 

 

I am not a rocket scientist. 

Doesn´t know how to answer a hard question. 

 You expect me to know the answer to that question. I am not a rocket scientist. 

 

 

 



 In your face. 

To get what you deserve. 

And you laughing at me? In your face. 

 

Just a minute. 

Few moment. 

Just wait a minute. 

 

 Keep it up. 

Keeping the way you are doing. 

That´s perfect. Keep it up. 

 

 Golden opportunity. 

Very good chance. 

That was your golden opportunity. 

 

 Sleep tight. 

Wish good night sleep. 

Sleep tight, don´t let bugs bite. 

 

 

 



 See red. 

Get angry.  

Tommy made me see red yesterday. 

 

 Time is money. 

Time is valuable. 

Get up! Time is money. 

 

 Out of the blue. 

Something to happen suddenly 

 

 

Casper Hu 
 

 

I am not a rocket scientist 

when someone asks you a hard question and you dont know how to answer  

how do you expect me to know to that im not a rocket scientist 

 

see red 

to get angry 

Thomas is so annoying that he makes me see red 



 

time is money 

One's time is a valuable 

hurry up ime is money 

 

Blood is thicker than water 

family comes before everything else 

I really like laura but blood is thicker than water 

 

Butter someone up 

To flatter someone 

i need to butter up my teacher to get extra time to return my essay 

 

Cat got your tongue 

when you got  Something said when a person is at a loss for words 

oh did cat got your tongue 

 

Caught red-handed 

when someone is caught doing something wrong 

what do you mean you didnt do it i caught you red-handed 

 



Give the cold shoulder 

ignoring someone 

I think jenny was giving me the cold shoulder 

 

Let Your Hair Down 

to relax 

Dont stress about it let your hair down instead 

 

Pleased as Punch 

to be very happy 

I dont care what you do im plased as punch 

 

Run Amok 

go crazy 

if you dont do it ill run amok 

 

Waking up on the wrong side of the bed 

to be in a bad mood 

did Billy wake up on the wrong side of the bed today 

 

Sleep tight 



to wish someone good night 

sleep tight dont let the bed bugs bite 

 

Spill the beans 

to tell a secret 

I spilled the beans and told everyone 

 

If something takes time to finish, don't watch it too closely because it will seem like it's taking forever 

when you are in classroom dont watch the clock because a watched pot never boils 

 

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder 

every one has their own idea that whats beautiful. 

shes not ugly i think shes cute but you know what they say beauty is in the eye of the beholder 

 

Good things come to those who wait 

Be patient. Eventually something good will happen to you 

dont worry good things come to those who wait 

 

Don’t put all your eggs in one basket. 

to have a backup plan 

dont invest all of your money to that because you shouldnt  put all your eggs in one basket 

 



Honesty is the best policy 

dont lie 

tell what really happen honesty is the best policy 

 

Beggars cant be choosers 

If you're asking for a favor from someone else, you have to take whatever they give you  

-i asked you to borrow me 500 dollars not 300 

-beggars cant be choosers 

 

 

Katja Tammi 
 

A good man is hard to find  

-  A modern-day proverb, bemoaning the difficulty of finding a suitable male partner.  

An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth  

-  The notion that for every wrong done there should be a compensating measure of justice.  

As busy as a bee  

-  Very busy.  

Get a laugh  

-  To do something that will create laughter.  



The early bird catches the worm  

-  Success comes to those who prepare well and put in effort.  

My bad  

-  My mistake - I'm to blame.  

My better half  

-  My husband or my wife.  

Say cheese  

-  A photographer's instruction just before taking a picture, in order to make people smile.  

Sleep tight  

-  Sleep well.  

The Big Apple  

-  Nickname for New York, USA.  

The dark side  

-  The evil and malevolent aspect of human personality or society, often referred to in a lighthearted or comic 

context.  

Don't try to teach your Grandma to suck eggs  

-  Don't offer advice to someone who has more experience than oneself.  



Dumb blonde  

-  A conspicuously attractive but stupid blonde woman.  

In your face  

-  In a bold aggressive manner.  

Fly on the wall  

-  Alludes to the position of being able to freely observe a situation without being oneself noticed.  

Win hands down  

-  Win easily, with little effort.  

How do you do  

-  A greeting.  

Bad hair day  

-   A day on which one's hair seems unmanageable. Also extended to mean a day when everything seems to go wrong.  

Beauty is only skin deep  

-  Physical beauty is superficial.  

Keep your hands clean  

-  Be innocent of any wrongdoing; stay out of trouble.  

 



 

Jussi Mettovaara 
 

Play tricks on 

pull pranks on someone 

“You had better not play any tricks on me!” 

 

No pain no gain 

you won´t gain unless you feel pain 

 

A fish out of water 

someone who is in a situation they are unsuited to 

 

Keep it under your hat 

keep it secret 

“If I tell you, will you keep it under your hat?” 

 

With nose in the air 

behaving as if you think you are better than other people 

 

 



Sleep tight 

sleep well 

“Good night! Sleep tight!” 

 

Walk on thin ice 

do something risky 

 

Ugly as sin 

very ugly 

“I think he was ugly as sin.” 

 

Ear candy 

music you really like 

 

Piece of cake 

task that can easily be accomplished 

“That’s piece of cake for me.” 

 

Over the moon 

very happy 

“Dad has bought a car for me. I`m over the moon now.” 



 

Fair play 

game or competition, where people obey the rules and do not cheat 

 

Talk to the hand 

having no interest of hearing what someone is saying 

 

Early bird catches the worm 

success comes to those who prepare well and put in effort 

 

Bad hair day 

day when nothing is going well 

 

A mountain to climb 

something that is very difficult to do 

“The team has a mountain to climb if they want to win the league title.” 

 

Time is up 

time has run out 

 



Have clean hands 

to be guiltless 

“Don’t look at me. I have clean hands.” 

 

Hands are tied 

if someone’s hands are tied, they are not free to behave in the way that they would like 

 

Better late than never 

to arrive or do something later than expected isn't good, but it is better than not at all (You can say that again! 

 ) 

 

 

 


