
London 2. - 8.5.15 

This fantastic trip was part of the cultural course. For me the beginning was little bit bumpy. I had 
some problems with my passport. Somehow I managed to lose it just before our flight. Luckily I 
had enough time to get a new one. I love flying and the flights went well and fast. I was amazed 
when we arrived to the Heathrow airport because it is the biggest airport I’ve ever been in. I was 
travelling without my parents for the first time, but I had my second family, my good friends, with 
me.  

Our accommodation at the Finnish Church was very suitable for our group - although we didn’t 
really spend our time in there, except at nights. It was also quite near to the Thames and our 
underground station Canada Water.  

 



 
The Thames view 

All the sightseeing’s were wonderful and I also liked our daily program. To put it another way, I 
loved the whole time in London. For me the most exciting places were: 

• Westminster Abbey, especially when we had a chance to be  at  a service in there, because 
the choir sang so heavenly (even when I’m not any religious person, it was magnificent 
experience). 

• Camden town, because I liked the atmosphere in there. There is a lot of different kind of 
stalls and you can see so many cultures in there, though you have to be careful with your 
bags all the time. 

• Billy Elliot- musical. I was surprised how good all the children actors were and I especially 
was fond of the dancing scenes which were spectacular.  

• Tower Bridge, which I and my friends saw closely on the last night. The evening lightning 
of the bridge is so beautiful. It took only half hour to walk there from the Church. Even 
though my feet were killing me after walking the whole day, it was worth it.   



 

Tower Bridge at night 

The people in London, humans, are very different than in Finland. There are so many nationalities 
and cultures and the wealth differences are much bigger than in Finland. You see very wealthy 
people but also those who don’t even have a place to sleep. Most of the people are very friendly and 
more social than Finns. I was always very delighted when the shop assistants called me ‘darling’ or 
asked ‘how are you’. Brits never jump the queue and say ‘sorry’ even when they touch lightly you. 
Not surprisingly the people are more tolerant and don’t care which colour you are or which 
sexuality you represent.  

Moving in London is very easy with double-decker busses and underground. By underground you 
can get quickly from one place to another, but by bus you have opportunity to take a peek to an 
everyday living in different boroughs. Cycling in London is quite risky, but still you can see many 
reckless cyclists in there.  

Our trip’s timing couldn’t have been better. The Royal baby Charlotte Elisabeth Diana was born on 
the same day we arrived to England. There was also general election on Thursday.  



 

  

 



One of the unforgettable things of the trip was those cold showers every (except last) evening. You 
just don’t get used to that chilly water but at least we didn’t consume so much water. What could 
possibly be more relaxing after a long day than a refreshing shower?  

I’ve liked English since the third grade and it was lovely to hear that language everywhere in 
London. Also it was fun to speak English even though I was first little bit nervous of that, because 
English is their native language. Now I know the four most important words in English which are, 
please, sorry, thank you and excuse me. In London I had to use all of these every day.  

London is marvellous city and this was so far only my first time there. I know that someday I’m 
going to go back there, that city is just so attractive.  

 

Fish and chips 



 

 

The speaker’s corner (where we also came part of the history) 



 

Our leaders 



      



 

                                 The Big Ben                                                                The beautiful Westminter Abbey 

 



The Piccadilly Circus 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hanna Turtinen 

London – The city of my life 

 

I have been in London once before this trip. In London, there is plenty of things to see and 
experience. I could go there over and over again. I have totally fallen in love with London. Even 
though I am this kind of country bumpkin, I love to be in London. I live in a little village where are 
approximately two thousand citizens and there in London live even twelve million people. It is very 
unique culture and personal appearance in London. There you are able to see many other 
nationalities in a street scene. I have seen many other countries and cities but London has taken 
my heart.  

It is amazing how friendly and considerate people are in London, you can see it, for example, when 
you go to the shop and shop assistant asks you ‘how are you’. After spending week in London, it 
was shocking to come back in Finland where people are introverts and antisocial. There are plenty 
of people but still everything functions effectively.  Public transport works well and people are 
used to utilize it. Even in that small country like Finland is, we have not been able to build that 
functional public transport.  

In London it is possible to be different and still not prominent. People in there are more tolerant 
which is obvious, because there are people around the world and they are used to live with 
cultural diversity.  

In London is something to all. There are good shopping possibilities, a lot of museums, parks and 
restaurants. The best part of activities was just walking along the streets and observing life around 
us. The most unforgettable moment was as common as walking along the Thames and seeing the 
Tower bridge its light of night. The architecture in London is awesome. There are so much old 
decorative buildings and modern skyscrapers. I like to observe different architectures and in 
London there are many interesting places and things to see. We visited, for example, in British 
museum, Natural history museum and Westminster abbey. British museum is a beautiful building. 
New and old architecture were combined successfully there. Westminster abbey is amazing and 
glorious building. There were so much details and magnificent decorations.  

It is great that in London there are so many big parks. There people can spend time with family 
and friends without any rush. Big green areas are balancing the urban scenery.  

The cultural life in London is totally next level than here in Finland. We went to see one of the 
most popular musical of London ‘Billy Elliot’. It was amazing show. Setting was build well and 
characters were skilled. The theatre looked elegant and it was old, classic and decorative. The 
experience was awesome. 



We get to know also part of local problems of England. We stayed in The Finnish Church in London 
for a week. The staff was friendly and helpful. It was a very good place to live, but we did not have 
warm water for whole week and the windows were little bit troublesome. However, it was not a 
big deal, it was still a wonderful week. It was fun to spend that weak with my good friends and 
experienced everything together. Now we can share those unforgettable moments together. I 
cannot wait my next trip to London. (593) 

 There are nice parks and squares in London.

 

           Here is the picture of Tower Bridge in night light.                        Here is view from London Eye 



Big Ben and London Eye.

Here is a sample of architecture in London. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

London the cradle of culture 

  
Before I went to London, I expected London to be typical metropolis with typical things related the 
London, for example, double-deckers, telephone booths and left handed traffic. When I arrived to 
London, my assumptions of London in reality changed totally. Everything was new, amazing and 
unprecedented. This trip expanded my world view.  

In London we arranged good programme. We visited in most known tourist sights, for example, 
London eye, Madame tussauds, Big Ben, Westminster abbey, Tower bridge, Piccadilly circus, 
British museum and natural history museum. Madame tussauds is the most known wax cabinet in 
the world, there are wax models which present celebrities around the world. The cabinet was 
disappointment, I expected models look more real than they actually were. London eye was 
awesome, from there it is possible to see whole London even as long as 40 kilometres.  



 
Westminster abbey was the most unforgettable sight of the trip. It was amazing to find out that 
such big building had been build by hands, approximately five hundred years ago. Everything in 
the church was really decorative and impressive. I have never seen anything like that. It was a 
great opportunity to get to see service in that awesome church, it was amazingly fantastic 
experience. Maybe the one of the world´s best boys choir was a reason why it was so amazing 
experience to be in church service. 

Even though these tourist sights showed part of the london`s greatness, the best way to get to 
know London by observing life around you.  London has been called the cradel of culture, and that 
is true. London is full of all sorts religions and people from different cultures, maybe that is the 
reason why people in London are so friendly. Compared to Finland,  there are so much nicer to 
interact with people, because they dont just mumble when you say ”hi” or ”how are you” in public 
places. People are so narrow minded in finland, they do not tolerance diversity and maybe that is 
why they are afraid to talk and communicate with strange, in my opinion.  We spend our week in 
The Finnish church, there lives priest and his family. Priest´s wife told us about that what kind of 
culture are in London. That was shocking to hear, for example, 13 years in England maybe do not 
know what is different between boys and girls. It is hard to understand, because here in Finland it 
is learned in childhood.  

Infrastructure in London is much more ahead than here in Finland, for examble, traffic have been 
planed for the masses of people. Public transport, undergound and bus service works very good. 
Buildings were unique, there were old style, new style and every building have own kind of 
personality.  



London was mind-expandig experience. Trip was really instructive and good way to learn English 
language and get to know British culture better. On the spot you can learn so much more than, for 
example, by watching tv or by surfing on the internet. It was good to learn to use English language  
in real situations. I have never been interested of city travelling, but London opened my eyes 
about the city travelling. I will travel more to all kind of metropolises, and maybe again to London 
in future.  

Eino Roininen 2c (552) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week in London 
 
I spent a week in London. The trip was organized by my school. A trip organized by school 
can sound boring but this trip gave me a lot. Week is a short time in London but we did a 
lot of things. I think i remember this week for rest of my life. 
 I have always liked a lot of traveling and i think its important to see and 
experience the world we live in. Traveling really broadens your mind and worldview. I 
really learned that in London. Hectic streets and metros of London reminds you of the fact 
that you are not the only person in the world. World does not spin around you. Traveling 
teaches you things that you never ever learn in school. I think i learned more things in 
London than id learned in normal school week. One of the biggest things i learned was 
that i can get along in such a big city as London and this trip gave me courage to travel 

more and do thing by myself. 
I have never been in a city as big as London. I was amazed how many kinds of people 
there was. Now it feels like all Finnish people look the same. It was interesting to see 
people from many kinds of cultures and how cultures melted to one. It was also kinda 
shocking to see how much there was homeless people. Homeless people slept in the 
streets with only a blanket to protect you from weather and all kinds of danger. Some had 
a dog for protection. We should really be happy how small our problems are in Finland 
compared to rest of the world. Feels like Finnish people whine about every minor 
problems. 



 In first days of trip i realized how polite and nice British people are. They 
apologize if they bump into you, in Finland all you hear is ’’oho’’. British also know how to 

small talk. Random people could ask you how you doing or where I'm from and all kind of 
things. 
Traveling in my opinion strengthens friendships. You have to be with your friends 24/7, 
that shows all the good and bad sides of your friends and you just have to deal with it. You 
learn a lot about your friends when traveling. Its amazing to experience new things with 
your friends. We did experience a lot of new things in London. Tim Cahill’s quote ’’A 
journey is best measured in friends rather than miles’’ squeezes that to one sentence. 
 We did try a lot of different kinds of food in London. Everyday we ate in 
different places and tried new restaurants and cafes. In London there was a huge amount 
of different restaurants to choose. My favorite was British traditional fish and chips. Fish 
and chips was the first meal i ate there. Where ever you travel you should try local food 
and try new flavors. For me eating is part of traveling and exploring the local culture. 
 This trip was one of the best trips i have had. London is always been in the list 
of places i want to travel. One dream became true for me. I really really hope i can go to 
London again sometime. I think i never get bored of London. London is now one of my 
favorite cities. 
 
’’A bad day in London is still better than a good day anywhere else.’’ 
 
 


