
 An organised paragraph 

Paragraphs are the building blocks of essays. To clearly express your ideas and to develop stronger 

paragraphs you need to organize them logically from one idea to the next. 

 

Here are the elements of a structured paragraph: 

• topic sentence with explanation and/or clarification of topic sentence if needed 

• example or examples 

• analysis 

The topic sentence is a statement of what the paragraph will support or prove. It should be clear and 

direct, focusing on the important issues. It is usually the first sentence of the paragraph. 

In some cases, it may be useful to clarify, define or explain the ideas of your topic sentence. However, this 

is not always necessary. Consider your reader and what they might find confusing. 

The example should provide enough detail to be clear and make the point you want to make and no more. 

The main idea behind the analysis is to connect your example to the ideas in your topic sentence. 

 

Here is an example: 

Question: Do you think teachers should give homework over holidays? 

 

1 The topic sentence 2 The explanation 

3 An example 4 The analysis 

 

 1 Teachers should not give homework over holidays, because holidays exist to give students a 

chance to do something besides focus on school.  2  If people thought students should be 

constantly involved in school, they wouldn’t have created the holidays.  3  For instance, imagine 

that a student is very interested in electronics, but her school does not offer that as a class. She 

does her homework carefully and consistently, and so she does not have a chance to work on her 

own electronics projects. Holidays are her opportunity to work on those projects, but if she is 

required to do homework, she does not have a chance to do things that interest her.    4  This 

student needs holidays as a break from school so she can work on the things that interest her and 

will be valuable to her some day. If she did not have that time, she would not develop those skills. 

Many students have outside interests: sports, traveling, independent reading and religion, to name 

a few. Homework-free holidays give them a chance to explore those things without the worry of 

homework. If schools are meant to encourage life-long learning and want students to learn outside 

the classroom, then they should not assign homework for holidays. 

 


