A dictionary of Cockney rhyming slang

The Cockney gift to world culture is the phenomenon of Cockney rhyming slang – a code of speaking in which a common, everyday word can be replaced by the whole or shortened form of a well-known phrase which rhymes with that word. For example, a cup of Rosie Lee = a cup of tea.

Cockney rhyming slang has been evolving in the East End of London since the sixteenth century. It is thought to have originated amongst sailors, soldiers, street traders, gypsies, or anyone who wanted to speak in rhyme to prevent other people from knowing what they were talking about. For this reason, there is some speculation that it was used particularly by criminals. The practice of rhyming slang has also spread as far afield as Australia, and the Aussies have added some colourful examples of their own. In fact, the lexicon is expanding all the time as the recent addition of Britney Spears proves!

Use the definitions on the right to work out what each Cockney rhyming slang expression on the left is referring to. The first one has been done for you.

Adam and Eve = 
: believe
to have faith    As in Would you Adam and Eve it?
Almond rocks = 
:
you put these on before your shoes

Apples and pears = 
:
you climb up these to a higher floor

Apples and rice = 
:
 the same as pleasant

Apple pie = 
:
its basic colour is blue

April showers = 
:
colourful plants

Artful Dodger = 
:
a person who pays rent for accommodation

Ascot Races = 
:
they stop your trousers falling down

Bacon and eggs = 
:
you stand on these two

Bag of fruit = 
:
a matching jacket and trousers

Baked bean = 
:
Elizabeth II, for example

Baker's dozen = 
:
a relative

Ball and chalk = 
:
to move ahead on your feet

Barnaby Rudge = 
:
this person decides upon your sentence

Barnet Fair = 
:
the covering on your head

Barney Rubble = 
:
if you don’t obey the law you’ll end up in this

Bees and honey = 
:
necessary for shopping

Biscuit drum or crumb = 
:
your rear end

Bottle and stopper = 
:
slang for police officer

Bottle of sauce = 
:
a large animal that runs fast

Bottle of scotch = 
:
you wear it on your wrist

Boat race = 
:
usually the first thing you notice about a person

Bob Hope = 
:
you use this every day, hopefully

Bow and arrow(s) = 
:
common grey bird(s)

Brahms and Liszt  = 
:
slang for drunk

Bread and butter = 
:
where you might end up if you’re Brahms and Liszt!

Bricks and mortar = 
:
a female child

Britney Spears = 
:
over-eighteens enjoy a few of these

Brown bread = 
:
lifeless

Bubble and squeak = 
:
a Mediterranean nationality

Butcher's hook = 
:
to use your eyes

Cain and Abel = 
:
you shouldn’t put your feet on this

Calico yard = 
:
someone who keeps an eye on prisoners

Cat and mouse = 
:
your place of residence

Chalk farm = 
:
an upper limb

Chatterbox = 
:
a cunning animal or a sexually attractive person

Cheese and spices = 
:
rich people don’t bother about these

Cherry ripe = 
:
sometimes smoked in the name of peace

China plate = 
:
a good friend

Chunk of beef = 
:
the head of a tribe

Cream crackered = 
:
exhausted or ‘beaten’

Currant bun = 
:
warms us from a distance

Daisy roots = 
:
worn in the winter as a rule

Dead horse = 
:
ketchup is an example of this

Derby Kelly = 
:
you might get one if you eat too many dog’s eyes!

Dickory dock = 
:
bigger than a watch

Dicky dirt = 
:
worn above the waist

Dickie Bird = 
:
a sentence contains more than one

Dodge 'n' shirk = 
:
you are paid for doing this

Dog and bone = 
:
no self-respecting Finn would be seen without one

Dog's eye =  
:
as American as apple ……

Doris Day = 
:
this used to mean ‘happy’

Ducks and geese = 
:
they are on the right side of the law

Duke of Kent = 
:
homeowners don’t need to worry about this

Duke of York = 
:
normally held in the left hand

Dustbin lid = 
:
a child

Elephant's trunk = 
:
the opposite of sober

Fatboy Slim = 
:
a place for physical exercise

Fiddley did =  
:
slang for a pound or pounds

Finger and thumb = 
:
an alcoholic drink from Cuba

Fireman's hose = 
:
Pinocchio had a long one

Fisherman’s daughter = 
:
it covers most of our planet

Forgive 'n' forget = 
:
it has fire at one end and a fool at the other

Fork and knife = 
:
you only get one of these

Fox and weasel =
:
a kind of petrol

Frog and toad = 
:
leads you from one place to another

Gay 'n' hearty = 
:
a kind of celebration

George Raft = 
:
a current of air in a room

Giggle and titter = 
:
a type of beer

Gregory Peck = 
:
your head sits on it

Grim 'n' gory = 
:
a type of narration

Half-inch = 
:
to nick or steal

Hampstead Heath = 
:
your chewing equipment

Hearts of oak = 
:
penniless

Jack and Jill = 
:
it has to be paid

Jam tart = 
:
an organ with a good beat

Joe Blakes = 
:
experienced after a night of heavy drinking

Joe Blake = 
:
a reptile usually feared by people

Johnny Horner = 
:
the place where two streets meet

Joy of my life = 
:
a man’s better half

Judy Dench = 
:
a strong, offensive odour

Jug of beer = 
:
Van Gogh cut one off

Kick and prance = 
:
movements to music

Kitchen sink = 
:
a thirsty person needs this

La-di-dah = 
:
wheeled vehicle

Lean and lurch = 
:
a religious meeting place

Light and dark = 
:
in New York this could be a dangerous place

Loaf of bread = 
:
you need to use it in this exercise

Loop the loop = 
:
hopefully it doesn’t have a fly in it

Lost and found = 
:
The British decided to keep it

Lucy Lockett = 
:
you keep your keys here

Man and wife = 
:
could be a murder weapon

Mickey Mouse = 
:
a dwelling

Mince pies = 
:
usually blue or brown

Mutter and stutter = 
:
a bread spread

Nails 'n' screws = 
:
watched by most Finns every evening

Nat King Cole = 
:
money received when you are out of work

Near and far = 
:
a public house

North and South = 
:
when amazed you open this

Nose and chin = 
:
a gambler’s goal

Oak and ash = 
:
money that is available

Oily rag = 
:
slang for cigarette (in Britain)

Old Jack Lang = 
:
this exercise teaches it

Ones and twos = 
:
Elvis sang about blue suede ones

Oxford scholar = 
:
currency used on the other side of the Atlantic

Pat Malone = 
:
without company

Peckham Rye = 
:
worn with a shirt

Pen and ink = 
:
a very bad odour

Pete Tong = 
:
two times this doesn’t make a right

Petrol tank = 
:
slang for an American

Photo-finish = 
:
an Irish beer

Pig’s ear = 
:
a popular drink

Pimple and blotch = 
:
whiskey

Pitch and toss = 
:
your employer

Plates of meat = 
:
everyone has to learn to stand on their own two

Pleasure and pain = 
:
common weather occurrence in Britain

Pork pie = 
:
an untruth

Pony and trap = 
:
slang for nonsense

Pride and joy = 
:
a young man

Rabbit and pork = 
:
certain birds can do it

Raspberry tart = 
:
an unfortunate side-effect of eating peas or beans

Rise and shine = 
:
a drink made from grapes

Rock of ages = 
:
cash payment for work

Rosie Lee = 
:
the typical English beverage

Round the houses = 
:
British English for pants

Rub-a-dub-dub = 
:
a British institution

Scotch eggs = 
:
the lower limbs

Scooby Doo = 
:
an idea of something

Sexton Blake = 
:
some say you can’t have this and eat it too!

Skin and blister =
:
your female sibling

Smash 'n' grab = 
:
another word for taxi

Soap and water = 
:
female offspring

Sweaty sock = 
:
slang for a Scotsman

Tea leaf = 
:
a person after your property

Titfer = tit for tat = 
:
you wear this on your head

Tomfoolery = 
:
an expensive way to a woman’s heart

Treacle tart = 
:
the person you love

Trouble and strife = 
:
female spouse

Uncle Dick = 
:
inclined or likely to vomit

Vera Lynn = 
:
often served with tonic

Wally Grout = 
:
a loud cry and a round of drinks

Winona Ryder = 
:
alcoholic drink made from the fermented juice of apples

KEY

Almond rocks = 
socks

Apples and pears = 
stairs

Apples and rice = 
nice

Apple pie = 
the sky

April showers = 
flowers

Artful Dodger (character in Dickens’ Oliver Twist) = 
lodger

Ascot Races = 
(horse race meeting in Britain where spectacular hats are worn) braces (called 
suspenders in the U.S.)

Bacon and eggs = 
legs

Bag of fruit = 
suit

Baked bean = 
queen

Baker's dozen = 
cousin

Ball and chalk = 
walk

Barnaby Rudge (title of a novel by Dickens) = 
judge

Barnet Fair = 
hair

Barney Rubble (character in the Flintstones) = 
trouble

Bees and honey = 
money

Biscuit drum or crumb = 
bum

Bottle and stopper = 
copper

Bottle of sauce = 
horse

Bottle of scotch = 
watch

Boat race = 
face

Bob Hope = 
soap

Bow and arrow(s) = 
sparrow(s)

Brahms and Liszt  = 
pissed (i.e. drunk)

Bread and butter = 
the gutter

Bricks and mortar = 
daughter

Britney Spears = 
beers

Brown bread = 
dead

Bubble and squeak (dish of fried potatoes and cabbage) = 
Greek

Butcher's hook = 
look

Cain and Abel = 
table

Calico yard = 
guard

Cat and mouse = 
house

Chalk farm = 
arm

Chatterbox = 
fox

Cheese and spices = 
prices

Cherry ripe = 
pipe

China plate = 
mate

Chunk of beef = 
chief

Cream crackered = 
knackered

Currant bun = 
the sun or The Sun (newspaper)

Daisy roots = 
boots

Dead horse = 
sauce

Derby Kelly = 
belly

Dickory dock (from a nursery rhyme) = 
clock

Dicky dirt = 
shirt

Dickie Bird = 
word

Dodge 'n' shirk = 
work

Dog and bone = 
phone

Dog's eye = 
pie

Doris Day = 
gay

Ducks and geese = 
police

Duke of Kent = 
rent

Duke of York = 
fork

Dustbin lid = 
kid

Elephant's trunk = 
drunk

Fatboy Slim (famous DJ and pop star) = 
gym

Fiddley did = 
quid

Finger and thumb = 
rum

Fireman's hose = 
nose

Fisherman’s daughter = 
water

Forgive 'n' forget = 
cigarette

Fork and knife = 
life

Fox and weasel = 
diesel

Frog and toad = 
road

Gay 'n' hearty = 
party

George Raft (American actor) = 
draught

Giggle and titter = 
bitter

Gregory Peck = 
neck

Grim 'n' gory = 
story

Half-inch = 
pinch

Hampstead Heath = 
teeth

Hearts of oak = 
broke

Jack and Jill = 
bill

Jam tart = 
heart

Joe Blakes = 
the shakes

Joe Blake = 
a snake (an untrustworthy person)

Johnny Horner = 
corner

Joy of my life = 
wife

Judy Dench (British actress) = 
stench

Jug of beer = 
ear

Kick and prance = 
dance

Kitchen sink = 
drink

La-di-dah (expression meaning ‘posh’ or ‘snobby’) = 
car

Lean and lurch = 
church

Light and dark = 
park

Loaf of bread = 
head

Loop the loop = 
soup

Lost and found = 
a pound (£)

Lucy Lockett (character in nursery rhyme) = 
pocket

Man and wife = 
knife

Mickey Mouse = 
house

Mince pies = 
eyes

Mutter and stutter = 
butter

Nails 'n' screws = 
news

Nat King Cole = 
dole

Near and far = 
bar

North and South = 
mouth

Nose and chin = 
win

Oak and ash = 
cash

Oily rag = 
fag (AmE = offensive word for a homosexual)

Old Jack Lang = 
slang

Ones and twos = 
shoes

Oxford scholar = 
dollar

Pat Malone = 
alone

Peckham Rye (place in London) = 
tie

Pen and ink = 
stink

Pete Tong (famous dance music DJ) = 
wrong

Petrol tank = 
Yank

Photo-finish = 
Guinness

Pig’s ear = 
beer

Pimple and blotch = 
Scotch

Pitch and toss = 
boss

Plates of meat = 
feet

Pleasure and pain = 
rain

Pork pie = 
lie

Pony and trap = 
crap (note: Cockneys also use "pony" to mean £25)

Pride and joy = 
boy

Rabbit and pork = 
talk

Raspberry tart = 
fart

Rise and shine = 
wine

Rock of ages = 
wages

Rosie Lee = 
tea

Round the houses = 
trousers

Rub-a-dub-dub (from a nursery rhyme) = 
pub

Scotch eggs = 
legs

Scooby Doo (cartoon dog) = 
clue

Sexton Blake (fictional detective) = 
cake

Skin and blister = 
sister

Smash 'n' grab = 
cab

Soap and water = 
daughter

Sweaty sock = 
jock

Tea leaf = 
thief

Titfer = tit for tat = 
hat

Tomfoolery = 
jewellery

Treacle tart = 
sweetheart

Trouble and strife = 
wife

Uncle Dick = 
sick (a reference to Richard III of England, who had his nephews murdered)

Vera Lynn (famous British wartime singer) = 
gin

Wally Grout = 
shout (one’s turn to buy a round of drinks, as in It’s my shout.)
Winona Ryder = 
cider

