
POLITIIKKA 

 
demokratia   democracy 
eduskunta, parlamentti  Parliament 
eduskuntavaalit  general elections 
ehdokas   candidate 
enemmistö   majority 
epäluottamuslause  vote of no-confidence, motion of no confidence (Br) 
eurokansanedustaja  Member of the European Parliament (MEP) 
Euroopan Unioni  the European Union 
hajottaa   dissolve 
hallinto   administration 
hallitus   the government 
kansanedustaja  Member of Parliament (MP), representative 
kansanäänestys  referendum 
konservatiivi  Conservative 
kuningaskunta  monarchy 
kunnallisvaalit  municipal elections 
kunta   municipality, local council 
lainsäädäntö   legislation 
lakiehdotus   bill 
laki   Act 
luottamuslause  vote of confidence 
ministeriö   ministry, Office (Br), Department (USA) 
monen puolueen hallitus coalition government 
oikeisto   the Right, the right wing 
oikeuslaitos   judiciary, judicial system 
olla ehdolla   stand for (Br), run for (Am) 
ovensuukysely  exit poll 
oppositio   opposition 
perustuslaki   constitution 
puhemies   Speaker 
puolue   party 
puoluepolitiikka  party politics 
puolustusministeri  Minister of Defence, Defense Secretary (USA) 
pääministeri   Prime Minister, PM, Premier 
sisäministeri  Minister of the Interior, Home Secretary (Br), Secretary of State for the Home 

Department (USA) 
sisäpolitiikka   domestic policy 
suhteellinen vaalitapa  proportional representation 
tasavalta   republic 
toimeenpaneva  executive 
työväenpuolue (Br) the Labour Party 
ulkoministeri   Foreign Minister, Foreign Secretary (Br), Secretary of State (USA) 
ulkopolitiikka   foreign policy 
vaalihuoneisto  polling station 
vaalikampanja  election campaign 
vaalipiiri   constituency 
valiokunta   committee 
valtion päämies  head of state 



valtiovarainministeri  Minister of Finance, Chancellor of the Exchequer (Br), Secretary of the 
Treasury (USA) 

varapresidentti  Vice-President 
vasemmisto   the Left, the left wing 
virkakausi   term (of office) 
väestönlaskenta  census 
vähemmistö   minority 
äänestää, ääni  vote 
äänioikeus   universal suffrage, right to vote 

 
I Fill in the missing letters.  
 
1. right to vote   __ __ f f __ __ __ __  

2. a country ruled by a king or a queen  __o __ a __ __ __ y 

3. Premier    __ __ i __ e    M __ __ i __ __ e __ 

4. a public vote on a particular issue  r __ __ e __ e __ __ u __ 

5. residents in an electoral district  c o n __ __ i __u e __ __ __ 

6. a person who is trying to be elected  __ a __ d __ d __ __ __ 

7. laws made by a government  __ e __ i __ __ a __ i o n 

8. the place where people vote in elections __ o __ __ i n g    s __ __ __ i o n 

9. counting the number of people in a country  __ __ n s __ s 

10. the opposite of minority   __ a __ o __ __ __ y 

 

II Translate the underlined words into Finnish.  

 

1. Who is the Home Secretary in Britain at the moment? 

2. Did the Indian Prime Minister lose a vote of confidence in Parliament? 

3. At one point, Hillary Clinton served as Secretary of State in Obama's administration. 

4. Finland typically has a coalition government. 

5. How influential an office is that of Chancellor of the Exchequer in the British government? 

6. What are the advantages and the disadvantages of proportionate representation? 

7. Legislative and executive powers should always be separated. 

8. Our local councils sometimes make decisions that affect us more than some of the bills passed in 
Parliament. 

9. I've heard that there is no written Constitution in Great Britain. Is it true? 

10. Do you think that exit polls are a useful tool in predicting the outcome of an election? 

 

 

 

 



POLITIIKKA 

 

Key I 

 

  

1. suffrage 

2. monarchy 

3. Prime Minister 

4. referendum 

5. constituency 

6. candidate 

7. legislation 

8. polling station 

9. census 

10. majority  

  

  

 

Key II 

 

  

1. sisäministeri 

2. luottamuslauseäänestys 

3. ulkoministeri 

4. monen puolueen muodostama hallitus 

5. valtiovarainministeri 

6. suhteellinen vaalitapa 

7. toimeenpano- 

8. kunnanvaltuusto / kaupunginvaltuusto 

9. perustuslaki 

10. ovensuukyselyt 


