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17.1 Collectibles 

We have founded a new association, International Collectors United. We are 
now gathering data on the types of things people collect. Tell us what you 
collect – stamps, shoes, sports memorabilia or something else – and why. Please 
describe your collection in a letter addressed to Ms. Sarah Scott, our secretary, 
who is a keen collector of stamps herself. 
 

Dear Ms. Sarah Scott, 

I am writing to you as a fellow collector and to share information about my own collection. I am a member 
of International Collectors United and am excited to be a part of this new association. 

My collection consists of sports memorabilia. I have been an avid sports fan for as long as I can remember, 
and over the years I have accumulated a wide variety of items related to my favorite teams and players. My 
collection includes signed jerseys, autographed photos, and limited edition sports cards, among other 
things. 

There are several reasons why I enjoy collecting sports memorabilia. First and foremost, it allows me to 
show my support for my favorite teams and players. I love being able to display my collection and share it 
with others who are also fans. Additionally, collecting sports memorabilia is a great way to connect with 
others who share my passion for sports. I have made many friends through my collection, and we enjoy 
discussing and comparing our favorite items. 

Another reason why I collect sports memorabilia is that it allows me to relive memorable moments in 
sports history. Many of the items in my collection are associated with significant events or achievements, 
and looking at them brings back memories of those moments. It's a way of preserving the history of sports, 
and I find that to be very rewarding. 

I hope that this information is helpful, and I look forward to learning more about your own collection of 
stamps. 

Sincerely, [Your Name] 
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17.2 Your personal health 

Who is responsible for your health: you, your parents, school, society at large? 
Write your contribution to an online discussion. Remember to support your 
argument with facts and reasons. 
 

When it comes to our health, there are several factors that play a role in determining our overall well-

being. While it's easy to point fingers and assign blame, the reality is that our health is the result of a 

combination of factors, including our own choices, the influence of our parents and school, and the broader 

society in which we live. 

First and foremost, each individual is responsible for their own health. This means making healthy choices 

on a daily basis, such as exercising regularly, eating a balanced diet, and avoiding risky behaviors like 

smoking and excessive alcohol consumption. These choices can have a profound impact on our physical and 

mental health, and ultimately determine our quality of life. 

Of course, our parents also play a crucial role in shaping our health. From a young age, they are responsible 

for providing us with the necessary tools to make healthy choices, such as teaching us about healthy eating 

habits and the importance of regular exercise. Additionally, the environment in which we are raised can 

have a significant impact on our health, including factors such as access to healthy food options and 

opportunities for physical activity. 

Schools also have a responsibility to promote healthy habits among their students. This can include 

providing healthy lunch options, incorporating physical activity into the school day, and teaching students 

about the importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 

Finally, the broader society in which we live also plays a role in our health. Factors such as access to 

affordable healthcare, availability of healthy food options, and opportunities for physical activity can all 

impact our health. Governments and other organizations also play a role in promoting public health 

initiatives and creating policies that support healthy lifestyles. 

In conclusion, our health is the result of a combination of factors, including our own choices, the influence 

of our parents and school, and the broader society in which we live. While it's easy to blame others for our 

health, the reality is that each of us has the power to make positive changes that can improve our well-

being. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17.3 Learning online 

Teachers have applied a variety of distance teaching methods over the past 
couple of years. Tell us about the good, the bad and the ugly. Which strategies 
and platforms work, which do not, and why? 
 
Over the past couple of years, teachers have had to quickly adapt to the challenges of distance teaching, 

utilizing a variety of methods to continue providing education to their students. While some of these 

strategies and platforms have proven to be effective, others have fallen short, leading to a mix of good, 

bad, and ugly experiences for both teachers and students. 

One of the good aspects of distance teaching has been the increased use of technology, which has allowed 

for greater flexibility and creativity in how lessons are delivered. Platforms such as Zoom and Google 

Classroom have made it possible for teachers to continue providing lectures and other instruction 

remotely, while also facilitating student collaboration and communication. In addition, the use of online 

quizzes and assessments has made it easier for teachers to track student progress and provide feedback. 

However, not all of the distance teaching methods have been successful. One of the biggest challenges has 

been the lack of personal interaction and support for students, who may struggle with the lack of face-to-

face instruction and support from their teachers. In addition, the reliance on technology has also created 

challenges, with some students lacking access to the necessary equipment and internet connectivity to fully 

participate in remote learning. 

Overall, the transition to distance teaching has had its share of both successes and challenges. While 

technology has made it possible for teachers to continue providing instruction, the lack of personal 

interaction and support has been a major disadvantage. Moving forward, it will be important for teachers 

to continue finding ways to bridge this gap and provide the necessary support for their students, whether 

through the use of technology or other means. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17.4 Debate on cryptocurrencies 

You are participating in an international debate club. The topic for the day is 
cryptocurrencies, such as Bitcoin or Dogecoin. Your task is to present views for 
banning cryptocurrencies. Write your speech. 
 

Good evening, fellow debaters. Today's topic is cryptocurrencies, such as Bitcoin and Dogecoin, and I am 

here to present the argument for banning them. 

First and foremost, cryptocurrencies are inherently unstable and unpredictable. Their value is largely 

determined by speculation and market forces, which can lead to significant fluctuations and even crashes. 

This volatility makes it difficult for individuals and businesses to plan for the future, and can result in 

financial losses and instability. 

In addition, cryptocurrencies are not regulated by any central authority, which means that there is no 

oversight to prevent fraud and other illegal activities. This lack of regulation has made cryptocurrencies a 

haven for criminal activity, such as money laundering and tax evasion. Furthermore, the anonymity of 

cryptocurrencies makes it difficult for law enforcement to track and prosecute these activities. 

Furthermore, the use of cryptocurrencies has negative environmental consequences. The process of 

"mining" cryptocurrencies, which is necessary to verify transactions and maintain the blockchain, requires 

significant amounts of energy and has a significant carbon footprint. This increased energy usage has 

negative effects on the environment and contributes to climate change. 

In conclusion, the use of cryptocurrencies poses significant risks and negative consequences. Their 

instability and lack of regulation make them a threat to financial stability, and their association with 

criminal activity is a serious concern. Additionally, their environmental impact is unacceptable. For these 

reasons, I believe that cryptocurrencies should be banned. Thank you. 


