
Types of Tone in Literature 

Formal – a tone that is serious, reserved, and academic. 

Informal – a tone that is casual, relaxed, and conversational. 

Playful – a tone that is lighthearted, humorous, and fun. 

Sarcastic – a tone that is mocking or ironic. 

Cynical – a tone that is skeptical or distrustful. 

Optimistic – a tone that is hopeful or positive. 

Pessimistic – a tone that is negative or gloomy. 

Satirical – a tone that is critical or mocking of human behavior. 

Didactic – a tone that is instructional or educational. 

Ironic – a tone that is opposite of what is expected or intended. 

Arrogant – a tone that is overbearing or condescending. 

Humble – a tone that is modest or unassuming. 

Melancholic – a tone that is sad or mournful. 

Suspenseful – a tone that builds tension or anticipation. 

Romantic – a tone that is idealistic or passionate. 

Mysterious – a tone that is enigmatic or perplexing. 

Haunting – a tone that is evocative or haunting. 

Nostalgic – a tone that evokes a sense of longing for the past. 

Hopeful – a tone that is optimistic or inspiring. 



Depressing – a tone that is bleak or disheartening 

Words to Describe Mood in Literature 

Melancholic – a feeling of sadness or depression 

Joyful – a feeling of happiness or delight 

Nostalgic – a feeling of longing for the past or a sense of homesickness 

Gloomy – a feeling of darkness or despair 

Mysterious – a feeling of uncertainty or intrigue 

Romantic – a feeling of love or affection 

Eerie – a feeling of unsettling or creepy atmosphere 

Suspenseful – a feeling of tension or anticipation 

Hopeful – a feeling of optimism or positive expectation 

Despairing – a feeling of hopelessness or desperation 

Peaceful – a feeling of calm or tranquility 

Anxious – a feeling of unease or worry 

Angry – a feeling of strong displeasure or hostility 

Enchanted – a feeling of fascination or enchantment 

Frustrated – a feeling of disappointment or irritation 

Nervous – a feeling of unease or apprehension 

Desolate – a feeling of emptiness or abandonment 

Dreamy – a feeling of being lost in thought or imagination 

Solemn – a feeling of seriousness or reverence 



Wistful – a feeling of yearning or longing 

Tense – a feeling of strain or pressure 

Depressed – a feeling of deep sadness or hopelessness 

Serene – a feeling of peacefulness or tranquility 

Intense – a feeling of strong emotion or passion 

Reflective – a feeling of thoughtful contemplation 

Excited – a feeling of anticipation or eagerness 

Descriptive – a feeling of detailed or vivid imagery 

Calm – a feeling of quiet or stillness 

Euphoric – a feeling of intense happiness or elation 

Dreary – a feeling of dullness or monotony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Words To Describe Serious Tone 

• Compliant 
• Condescending 
• Contemptuous 
• Critical 
• Demeaning 
• Depressing 
• Grave 
• Pensive 
• Pragmatic 
• Sedate 
• Solemn 
• Tragic 

 
Words To Describe Funny Tone 

• Absurd 
• Animated 
• Blithe 
• Entertaining 
• Farcical 
• Hilarious 
• Incredulous 
• Joyful 
• Laughable 
• Satirical 
• Witty 

 
Words To Describe Happy Tone 

• Affable 
• Benevolent 
• Compassion 
• Conciliatory 
• Dignified 
• Docile 
• Exhilarated 
• Exuberant 
• Festive 
• Jovial 
• Optimistic 
• Serene 
• Sympathetic  
• Whimsical 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sympathetic


 
Words To Describe Sad Tone 

• Bleak 
• Disparaging 
• Disgruntled 
• Dismal 
• Egotistical 
• Facetious 
• Hostile 
• Melancholy 
• Menacing 
• Resentful 
• Sinister 

 

 

 

https://grammarvocab.com/words-to-describe-tone-and-mood/ 


