Text 5: English: The lingua franca of hobbies
"Understanding English is absolutely vital if you want to succeed."
Kaapo, cosplay

Cosplay has been a great motivation for me to improve my level of English, and I think everyone should look to their chosen art for inspiration.
In fact, if it was not for the English language, cosplay simply could not exist in Finland. Every work of art that is worth adapting into a costume is produced in English or translated into it – usually from Japanese.
Therefore, English is essential for understanding the world of cosplay and its characters, and any memes – of which there are many – will naturally be in English too.
At cosplay conventions, people will shout these English slogans or memes at each other – especially if they are dressed as characters from the same comic book or series.
Talking to strangers is a big part of cosplay events, especially if you are in costume as it makes starting conversations much easier. Even if you meet someone from Finland, it feels more natural to speak in English – and people will often se without anybody so much as blinking.
Cosplay is a performance art in which a person dresses up as a character from a work of fiction – such as a comic book, video game, or television programme.

Vilma, gymnastics
My level of English has helped me to become a much better gymnast. Without English, I probably would have become frustrated with gymnastics long ago and quit to try something else.
Firstly, the rhythmic gymnastics codes and regulations are only written in English. There is no Finnish version available. If you do not understand English, you cannot read or understand them. I think this would be very frustrating and greatly limit a person’s ability to practise gymnastics. Of course you can still practise gymnastics, but it would be very difficult to progress.
Secondly, I have been able to learn from other gymnasts and coaches from all over the world. When I go to compete in an international competition, I can speak with the other gymnasts as well as with the judges and competition organisers. This helps me to learn more about the sport and find ways to improve my own training and techniques.
Lastly, speaking English to a good level also makes me feel more confident when I am competing, and that little bit of extra confidence can make the difference between winning and losing.

Onni, esports
Every time I play, I use both Finnish and English to communicate with my team. However, in my opinion, understanding English is absolutely vital if you want to succeed in the world of esports.
Every bit of knowledge and information comes from international sources, for example, on esports news websites. There are new strategies there for the games you play, so if you want to keep up, you need to know English.
For me, the biggest advantage is knowing how to speak in a clear, understandable and – most importantly – precise way to my teammates. For example, in many games it's important to call out enemy locations quickly but also accurately. There is no room for error. In the game I play, there is a 12-second break before
each round during which teams talk about strategies and tactics – so you have to think and speak quickly in such a short time period.
I have no doubt that my level of English has improved a lot through gaming in general. Playing games from a young age has helped me to develop my vocabulary, and competitive gaming has given me the confidence to use English more. I think gaming is one of the biggest reasons I feel comfortable enough to use English as much as I use it nowadays.

