
Here are several senior high school-level classroom activities that integrate the phrases 
we've discussed. These activities are designed to engage students in creative ways, 

promoting both understanding and use of these idiomatic expressions in context. 

 

1. Idiom Match-Up 

Objective: Reinforce the meaning and use of idioms. 
Materials Needed: Flashcards with idioms on one side and their meanings on the other. 

Activity Steps: 

• Preparation: Write the idioms and their meanings (or sample sentences) on separate 
flashcards. 

• Task: In pairs or small groups, students take turns drawing cards and trying to match 
the idioms with their meanings. 

• Variation: To make it more challenging, ask students to come up with their own 
sentences using the idioms instead of using the pre-written sample sentences. 

• Example:  
o Idiom: "Take your breath away" 
o Meaning: Something extremely impressive or stunning. 
o Sample sentence: "The view from the mountaintop took my breath away." 

Follow-up Discussion: After completing the matching activity, have students discuss why 
the idioms are used in certain contexts and encourage them to share personal experiences 
that might fit with the idioms. 

 

2. Role Play – "Expressing Emotions Through Idioms" 

Objective: Encourage students to practice using idioms to express emotions or reactions. 
Materials Needed: None. 

Activity Steps: 

• Preparation: Choose several idioms that reflect emotions or situations (e.g., "on the 
ball," "like pulling teeth," "blow my mind"). 

• Task: In pairs or groups, students take turns performing role plays based on prompts. 
Each student must incorporate at least two idiomatic expressions in their role play. 

• Prompts Examples:  
o You just received a surprise gift you weren’t expecting. Express your excitement 

and confusion. 
o You are trying to explain a difficult concept to your friend. Make it clear that it’s 

a "tough nut to crack." 
o You just watched an incredible performance. Describe it using phrases like "out 

of this world" or "mind-blowing." 
• Follow-up Discussion: After the role plays, ask the class to identify the idioms used 

and discuss their meanings. 



 

3. Story Completion – "Create a Crazy Story Using Idioms" 

Objective: Practice creativity and understanding of idioms. 
Materials Needed: A list of idioms (could be written on the board or on handouts). 

Activity Steps: 

• Task: Write the beginning of a story on the board that leaves room for creative 
continuation, but leave blanks where idioms should go.  

o Example: 
"It was the day of the big race, and I was (expression of nervousness). The 
competitors were (expression of greatness), and I knew it was going to be 
(expression of surprise or excitement). But suddenly, something unexpected 
happened—" 

• Variation: Have students fill in the blanks with appropriate idioms from the list and 
continue the story with their own creativity. After finishing, students can read their 
stories out loud in groups or as a class. 

Follow-up: Discuss how each idiom fits into the context of the story and what impact it has 
on the narrative. This helps students connect the idioms to real-life situations. 

 

4. Idiom Hot Potato 

Objective: Practice quick thinking and use of idioms. 
Materials Needed: A small object to act as the "hot potato" (e.g., a ball or a beanbag). 

Activity Steps: 

• Task: Students sit in a circle and pass the "hot potato" around while music plays (or 
someone counts). When the music stops, the student holding the "hot potato" must 
use one of the idioms in a sentence or explain its meaning. 

• Variation: For more challenge, ask the student to incorporate the idiom into a 
situation (e.g., "Use 'a pain in the neck' to describe a person you find annoying"). 

Follow-up: Discuss the accuracy and creativity of the sentences, and ask other students if 
they would use the idiom in a similar way. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5. "Guess the Idiom" – Charades Edition 

Objective: Improve comprehension and memorization of idioms through non-verbal 
communication. 
Materials Needed: A list of idioms on slips of paper. 

Activity Steps: 

• Task: Students take turns acting out one of the idioms without speaking. The rest of 
the class tries to guess which idiom is being acted out.  

o Example: If a student acts out looking at something stunning (wide eyes, open 
mouth), the class might guess, "take your breath away." 

• Variation: You could give a hint by providing a category or context before the charade 
begins (e.g., "This idiom describes something very impressive."). 

Follow-up: After guessing the idiom, ask the student to use it in a sentence. This helps 
reinforce understanding through context. 

 

6. Idiom Debate – "To Use or Not to Use?" 

Objective: Encourage critical thinking and discussion about the effectiveness of idioms in 
communication. 
Materials Needed: None (just the idioms). 

Activity Steps: 

• Task: Divide the class into two teams. One team argues that idioms are essential in 
conversation and writing, while the other argues that they are overused or 
unnecessary. 

• Instructions: Students must refer to specific idioms from the list during their 
arguments, providing examples of when they’re appropriate or ineffective. 

• Follow-up: Have a class vote to determine which team made the most convincing 
argument. Then, discuss the strengths and weaknesses of using idioms in 
communication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7. Creative Writing Challenge – "My Day in Idioms" 

Objective: Use idioms in a creative writing context. 
Materials Needed: Paper and pens. 

Activity Steps: 

• Task: Ask students to write a short narrative or journal entry about their day, but 
challenge them to incorporate at least 5 different idioms from the list.  

o Example prompt: "Write about a typical school day, but make it a bit more 
dramatic or exaggerated using idioms. For instance, describe the worst part of 
your day using the idiom 'like pulling teeth.'" 

• Variation: Provide specific themes for each student, such as "A trip to the doctor" or 
"A surprising event." 

Follow-up: After the writing activity, have students share their stories in small groups, 
discussing the idioms they used and how they helped enhance the narrative. 

 

8. Idiomatic Picture Book 

Objective: Help students visualize idioms. 
Materials Needed: Paper, markers, or digital drawing tools. 

Activity Steps: 

• Task: Assign each student (or group) an idiom and ask them to create a drawing or 
comic strip that illustrates the idiom literally. Then, ask them to create a caption 
showing its true meaning.  

o Example: For "beyond belief," they might draw an impossible scene (like flying 
pigs) and then explain the idiom in the caption. 

• Follow-up: Create a class display of these idiomatic pictures, and have students 
explain their drawings to the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9. Idiom Bingo 

Objective: Reinforce idioms through repetition and listening. 
Materials Needed: Bingo cards with idioms instead of numbers, a list of idioms for the 
teacher to call out. 

Activity Steps: 

• Task: Give each student a Bingo card filled with idioms. As the teacher calls out the 
meanings or provides examples, students mark off the corresponding idiom on their 
card. The first student to get a full line shouts "Bingo!" 

• Follow-up: Discuss each idiom used during the game, ensuring students understand 
the meanings and proper contexts. 

 

10. "Which Idiom Fits?" Challenge 

Objective: Strengthen understanding of idioms in different contexts. 
Materials Needed: Pre-prepared scenario cards, each with a situation (written on paper). 

Activity Steps: 

• Task: Give each group or pair of students a scenario card. They need to choose an 
appropriate idiom from the list to describe the situation, and then explain why it's the 
best fit.  

o Example: Scenario: "You’ve just heard amazing news about your friend’s 
success." The idiom could be "takes your breath away" or "mind-blowing." 

• Variation: For added complexity, have students write their own scenarios and 
exchange them with others. 

 

These activities incorporate idiomatic expressions into creative, engaging exercises that 
promote both comprehension and fluency. They provide opportunities for practice, 
interaction, and critical thinking in fun, memorable ways. 
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