Here’s a list of common words and expressions
coined (or popularized) by Shakespeare, along
with a brief explanation of their modern usage

1. Break the ice

(U Meaning: To initiate conversation in a social setting or ease tension.

¢ Used when starting a meeting, class, or conversation among strangers.
e E.g.,"Agoodjoke can breaktheice at a party."

2. Wild-goose chase
Meaning: A hopeless or pointless pursuit.

e Describes chasing after something unlikely or impossible to find.
e E.g., "Finding my old homework in that mess would be a wild-goose chase."



3. Green-eyed monster

® |:| Meaning: Jealousy or envy.

e Often used to describe someone consumed by envy.
e E.g.,"She couldn’t hide the green-eyed monster when she saw his new car."

4. It’s Greek to me

GR Meaning: Something completely incomprehensible.

e Used when someone doesn’t understand a word of what was said or written.
e E.g.,"This math problem? It’s Greek to me!"

5. In a pickle

& Meaning: In a difficult or tricky situation.

e Describes being stuck in a problematic or awkward situation.
e E.g.,"lIforgot mylines on stage—I was really in a pickle!"

6. The world’s my oyster

E}) Meaning: | can go anywhere or do anything | choose.

e Suggests confidence and freedom to explore life’s opportunities.
o E.g.,"Now thatI've graduated, the world’s my oyster."

7. Wear my heart on my sleeve

@ Meaning: To openly show one’s emotions.

e Often used to describe emotional honesty or vulnerability.
e E.g.,"He wears his heart on his sleeve, so you always know how he feels."



8. Fair play
@ Meaning: Justice, honesty, or acting according to the rules.

o Stillwidely used in sports, school, and everyday life.
o E.g., "Let’s keep this argument civil—fair play, alright?"

9. A sorry sight

@ Meaning: Something or someone looking pitiful or miserable.

e Often used humorously to describe a messy or tired person.
o E.g., "After that party, you were a sorry sight."

10. Seen better days

£ Meaning: Something (or someone) is worn out or past its prime.

e Used forold clothes, buildings, or even people.
e E.g.,"That sofa’s seen better days—it’s time for a new one."

11. Faint-hearted

@ Meaning: Lacking courage or bravery.

e Usedto describe someone timid or afraid.
e E.g., "This horror film is not for the faint-hearted!"

12. Lie low
Meaning: To keep out of sight or avoid attention.

e Used when someone is avoiding trouble or hiding temporarily.
o E.g., "Better lie low till things cool down."



13. Bated breath

@ £) Meaning: Holding one’s breath in anticipation or anxiety.

o Often used in suspenseful situations.
e E.g., "Theywaited with bated breath for the exam results."

14. Heart of gold

Q Meaning: Kind, generous, and caring.

¢ Acompliment for someone with a good nature.
e E.g.,"She may be tough, but she’s got a heart of gold."

15. Knock knock! Who’s there?

E Meaning: The famous start to a joke!

e Popularized in Macbeth — now universal in knock-knock jokes.
e E.g., "Knock knock! Who’s there? Lettuce. Lettuce who? Lettuce in!"

16. As luck would have it

8 Meaning: As it happened by chance — usually fortunately.

e Often used to describe unexpected good fortune.
e E.g.,"As luck would have it, we found a free parking space!"

17. Off with his head!

K Meaning: A dramatic or humorous demand for punishment.

¢ Used playfully when someone messes up.
o E.g., "He forgot my birthday? Off with his head!"

18. Come what may



() {:} Meaning: No matter what happens.

e Expresses resolve to face any future situation.
e E.g., "I'll stand by your side, come what may."

19. One fell swoop
Meaning: All at once, in a single action.

e Describes a sudden or dramatic move.
e E.g.,"He deleted all the files in one fell swoop!"

20. Send him packing

Meaning: To make someone leave abruptly.

e Used when dismissing someone with finality.
e E.g., "After that comment, she sent him packing!"

21. Wild-goose chase
Meaning: A hopeless, pointless search.

¢ Used for any pursuit with no real chance of success.
e E.g., "Trying to find that rare comic book was a wild-goose chase.'

22. The world’s mine oyster

@ Meaning: The world is full of opportunities.

e Often used when someone is confident about their future.
o E.g., "With your talents, the world’s your oyster!"



23. Wear my heart upon my sleeve

@ Meaning: To openly show your emotions.

e Describes someone who doesn’t hide their feelings.
e E.g., "He wears his heart on his sleeve when it comes to love."

24. Break the ice

(O Meaning: To initiate conversation or interaction.

e Common in social or awkward situations.
e E.g.,"Agood joke helped break the ice at the meeting."

25. In a pickle

& Meaning: In trouble or a difficult situation.

e Used humorously for awkward problems.
e E.g.,"I'minareal pickle — I locked my keys in the car."

26. Too much of a good thing

@ Meaning: Even something nice can be harmful in excess.

o Applies when overindulgence backfires.
e E.g.,"Chocolate’s great, but too much of a good thing isn’t healthy."

27. Seen better days

@ Meaning: Worn out, shabby, past its prime.

e Candescribe clothes, people, buildings, etc.
o« E.g., "Thatold sofa has seen better days."



28. The be-all and end-all

Meaning: The most important or ultimate thing.

¢ Refers to something seen as essential or final.
e E.g.,"Winningisn’tthe be-all and end-all of sports."

29. Green-eyed monster

&) Meaning: Jealousy or envy.

o Often used in romantic or competitive contexts.
e E.g.,"Jealousy — the green-eyed monster — ruined their friendship."

30. It was Greek to me

GR Meaning: | didn’t understand it at all.

o Still used today for confusing speech or writing.
e E.g., "That math lecture? Totally Greek to me!"

31. Aforegone conclusion

|:| Meaning: A result that’s inevitable or expected.

e Used for something predictable.
e E.g., "With her skill, her victory was a foregone conclusion."

32. Good riddance

@ Meaning: Glad to see someone or something go.

e Used whenyou’re relieved to part ways.
e E.g.,"He finally moved out? Good riddance!"



33. Eaten me out of house and home

Meaning: Consuming all one’s food — or resources!

¢ Used jokingly about people who eat a lot.
e E.g.,"Myteen sonis eating me out of house and home."

34. In my mind’s eye

® @ Meaning: In imagination or memory.

e Used to describe inner vision or reflection.
e E.g.,"Inmymind’s eye, | still see the old village square."

35. The milk of human kindness

D @ Meaning: Compassion and generosity.

e Describes warmth and empathy in people.
e E.g., "She’s full of the milk of human kindness."

36. Make your hair stand on end

Meaning: To frighten or shock.

e Common in spooky storytelling.
e E.g.,"That horror movie made my hair stand on end!"

37. Method in the madness

© @ Meaning: A hidden plan or logic behind odd behavior.

e Usefulwhen explaining unusual but intentional acts.
o E.g., "His chaotic teaching style? There’s method in the madness."



38. Own flesh and blood

Meaning: A close family member.

¢ Usedto emphasize blood ties.
e E.g.,"lcouldn’tabandon my own flesh and blood."

39. What's done is done
|:| Meaning: Let it go — it’s in the past.

¢ Used to express acceptance or closure.
e E.g.,"Imessed up, butwhat’s done is done."

40. A sorry sight

@ Meaning: A pitiful or sad scene.

e Often used to describe messes or injuries.
e E.g.,"He looked a sorry sight after that soccer match."

41. Dead as a doornail

‘& Meaning: Completely, unquestionably dead.

e Also used humorously for silence or inactivity.
o E.g., "The battery’s dead as a doornail."

42. The game is afoot

£ Meaning: The action has begun!

o Still used to signal excitement or movement.
e E.g., "Let’s go—the game is afoot!"



43. A plague on both your houses

@ Meaning: I’m cursing both sides in a conflict.

e Used when both parties are to blame.
e E.g.,"Theyargued nonstop — a plague on both their houses!"

44. All’s well that ends well

Meaning: If the outcome’s good, the trouble doesn’t matter.

e Used to put a positive spin on difficulties.
e E.g.,"We were late and drenched, but we had fun. All’s well that ends well!"

45. Neither rhyme nor reason

I8 Meaning: No logic or explanation.

e Used to critique confusing situations.
e E.g.,"His excuse had neither rhyme nor reason."

46. The devil incarnate

' Meaning: Pure evil, in human form.

e Used hyperbolically for nasty people.
o E.g., "Myex-boss was the devil incarnate!"

47. Wild in the head

© Meaning: Reckless, impulsive.

e Usefulwhen describing wild behavior.
e E.g.,"He’syoungand wild in the head."



48. Break the seal

ﬂﬁ Meaning: Go to the bathroom for the first time after drinking.

e Often used jokingly.
e E.g., "I broke the seal— now I’ll be going all night!"

49. Full circle

Meaning: Returning to the starting point.

e Describes cycles or emotional closures.
e E.g.,"Ourjourney came full circle when we moved back home."

50. The truth will out

Q Meaning: The truth will eventually be revealed.

o Still a powerful reminder of honesty.
e E.g.,"He tried to cover it up, but the truth will out."



