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21 RESPONSES TO COMPLIMENTS

FUEEE AWKWARD FINNS NEED STOCK ANSWERS WHEN CONFRONTED WITH PRAISE

"Just another day at the office" is a classic modest-but-clever deflection — it sounds humble,
but with a knowing wink. Here’s a list of clever, Power English-style comebacks when
receiving compliments, complete with meaning, usage advice, sample sentences, and

possible alternatives. These aren’t fancy — they’re witty, modest, and flexible enough for
students to use comfortably in different tones (dry, playful, confident, or humble):

(=) “Just another day at the office.”

O Meaning:
A modest, often humorous way to brush off a compliment by pretending that the impressive
thing you did is totally normal for you.

' Usage advice:

Use this phrase when someone compliments you on something that looks like hard work,
skill, or effort — but you want to sound cool, unfazed, or like it’s no big deal. Perfect for both
real and mock modesty.

& Sample sentence
“Wow, that was incredible!”
> “Just another day at the office.”

& More examples:
- “You handled that situation like a pro.”
> “Just another day at the office.”

- “You saved the whole team with that move!”
> “Ah, just another day at the office.”

- “How did you manage to fix it so fast?”
> “Just another day at the office — no biggie.”



O Tone:

Dry, modest, and often a little cheeky. Works best when spoken with a half-smile or playful
shrug.

Alternatives:

e “Allin aday’s work.”

e “Justdoing myjob.”

e “Same old, same old.”

e “Business as usual.” (More neutral tone)

1. “Allin a day’s work.”

Meaning: What | did is nothing special —it’s just what | do.

Usage advice: Use with a touch of dry humor or humility. Often paired with a shrug or a smile.
Sample sentence:

“Great presentation!”

> “Allin a day’s work.”

Alternatives: “Part of the job,” “No big deal.”

2. “l try to keep the bar dangerously low.”

Meaning: I'm not aiming to impress, so even small wins stand out.

Usage advice: Best when you’re clearly joking. Use to poke fun at yourself while still
acknowledging the compliment.

Sample sentence:

“That was amazing!”

> “Thanks, | try to keep the bar dangerously low.”

Alternatives: “Even a broken clock is right twice a day.”

3. “What, this old trick?”

Meaning: Feigning surprise that someone noticed your ‘routine’ brilliance.

Usage advice: Sounds modest but playfully confident. Use when repeating a skill or
performance.
Sample sentence:
“You nailed that song
> “What, this old trick?”

Alternatives: “Pulled that one out of the dusty drawer.”

l”



4. “Don’t tell anyone — | have a reputation to maintain.”

Meaning: | don’t want people thinking | work this hard all the time.
Usage advice: Use when you want to sound cool and effortless.
Sample sentence:

“Wow, you were so helpful!”

> “Don’t tell anyone — | have a reputation to maintain.”
Alternatives: “Shh, people think I’'m lazy.”

5. “Beginner’s luck.”

Meaning: | just got lucky, not skilled.

Usage advice: Ironic when you’ve clearly done well — often said tongue-in-cheek.
Sample sentence:

“First time cooking that? It was perfect!”

> “Beginner’s luck.”

Alternatives: “Total fluke.”

6. “Just winging it with style.”

Meaning: | made it up as | went, but it looked good.

Usage advice: Good for casual or creative situations. Suggests playful confidence.
Sample sentence:

“How did you think of that?”

> “Just winging it with style.”

Alternatives: “Improv magic,” “Flying by the seat of my pants.”

7. “Must’ve been a full moon.”

Meaning: | don’t usually pull that off — something strange was in the air.

Usage advice: Use humorously to highlight how rare (or lucky) your success was.
Sample sentence:

“You actually got the printer working?”

> “Must’ve been a full moon.”

Alternatives: “Miracles do happen.”



8. “l do what | can with what I’ve got.”

Meaning: Modestly accepting the compliment by saying you just made do.

Usage advice: Shows resourcefulness and humility. Good when you’ve done well under
tough conditions.

Sample sentence:

“That turned out great!”

> “l do what | can with what I’ve got.”

Alternatives: “Made it work.”

9. “Even I’m surprised it worked.”

Meaning: Suggesting your success was unexpected — even to you.

Usage advice: A dry, self-deprecating response that still accepts the compliment.
Sample sentence:

“Awesome fix!”

> “Even I’m surprised it worked.”

Alternatives: “Wasn’t expecting that either.”

10. “Caught me on a good day.”

Meaning: Today was a rare exception where things actually went right.

Usage advice: Light and modest. Suggests you’re usually not this slick — but today, it worked
out.

Sample sentence:

“You were on fire in that debate!”

> “Caught me on a good day.”

Alternatives: “Right place, right time.”

11. “Don’t get used to it.”

Meaning: That moment of brilliance might not happen again!

Usage tip: Great for humor or when you want to sound cool and downplay the effort.
Sample:

“You were amazing out there!”

> “Don’t get used to it.”



12. “Right place, right time.”

Meaning: | was just lucky — not necessarily skilled.
Usage tip: Sounds humble while still accepting praise.
Sample:

“That idea saved the day.”

> “Right place, right time.”

13. “lIt wasn’t much.”

Meaning: A classic humble way to deflect praise.
Usage tip: Old-school modesty. Simple and polite.
Sample:

“Thanks for your help!”

> “ltwasn’t much.”

14. “You should see me on a bad day.”

Meaning: That was nothing — even on off days, I’ve got tricks.
Usage tip: Playfully cocky or ironic, depending on tone.
Sample:

“That was impressive!”

= “You should see me on a bad day.”

15. “Took a wild guess and ran with it.”

Meaning: | made it up as | went along, but hey — it worked!
Usage tip: Great for casual or creative settings.

Sample:

“How did you come up with that answer?”

> “Took a wild guess and ran with it.”

16. “Pure muscle memory.”

Meaning: I’ve done it so often it’s automatic.

Usage tip: For sports, music, or anything performance-based.
Sample:

“Flawless playing!”

> “Pure muscle memory.”



17. “Let’s call it a lucky streak.”

Meaning: That success might not last.

Usage tip: Adds a fun, humble vibe while still enjoying the compliment.
Sample:

“Nice win!”

> “Let’s call it a lucky streak.”

18. “Even | don’t know how | pulled that off.”

Meaning: I’m as surprised as you are.

Usage tip: Works for both humor and genuine disbelief.
Sample:

“That was genius!”

> “Even | don’t know how | pulled that off.”

19. “Smoke and mirrors.”

Meaning: It looked impressive, but it was mostly illusion or quick thinking.
Usage tip: Witty and a little mysterious — makes you sound clever.
Sample:

“How did you make that work?”

> “Smoke and mirrors.”

20. “Just lucky the planets aligned.”

Meaning: It all happened to go right — but not necessarily thanks to me.
Usage tip: A poetic and humorous way to be modest.

Sample:

“That was perfect timing.”

> “Just lucky the planets aligned.”



é) Clever Comebacks to Compliments

Power English style: smart, simple, sly.

# Comeback What it Really Means

1 Justanother day at the office. | do this all the time — no big deal.

2 Allin aday’s work. That’s just part of what | do.

3 Itryto keep the bar dangerously low. | make small wins look big.

4 What, this old trick? I’ve done this before — it’s nothing new.

5 quari\r’]i;ei:rl]l.anyone — | have a reputation to S el s Rl

6 Beginner’s luck. That was a fluke.

7 Justwinging it with style. |l improvised — and it worked.

8 Must’ve been a full moon. Ztiti;:!ngs happen —including this

9 |dowhatl can with what I’ve got. I made the most of what | had.

10 Even I’m surprised it worked. That wasn’t part of the plan!

11 Don’t get used to it. That level of brilliance won’t happen every
day.

12 Right place, right time. | got lucky.

13 It wasn’t much. Polite and humble way to accept thanks.

1 Ve ahend see e e & bed . | can do even better (or worse, depending
on tone).

15 Took a wild guess and ran with it. |l improvised and hoped for the best.

16 Pure muscle memory. I’ve practiced this a lot.

17 Let’s callit a lucky streak. Don’t expect this every time.

18 Even | don’t know how | pulled that off. That success surprised me too.

19 Smoke and mirrors. It only looked impressive.

20 Just lucky the planets aligned. The timing was perfect by chance.



