
Time to fake it like a literary genius! 
 

 

Here's a cheat sheet of bite-sized, memorable quotes from famous novels, paired with tips 
on how to sneak them naturally into your English essay. Each quote includes: 

•         The original quote 
•           What it means / how to use it 
•        A reformulated version (sneaky paraphrase or stylish twist) that makes you sound 

like you've read the book 

 



1. “So it goes.” – Slaughterhouse-Five, Kurt Vonnegut 

•           Use it when mentioning tragedy, death, or the inevitability of life. 
•        Despite chaos and cruelty, life rolls on. So it goes. 

Essay use: "Much like Vonnegut’s resigned phrase, ‘so it goes’, we are often forced to accept 
unfairness as part of life’s rhythm." 

 

2. “All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others.” – 
Animal Farm, George Orwell 

•           Use it when discussing hypocrisy, double standards, or corruption. 
•        Equality can be distorted to serve those in power. 

Essay use: "Modern politics often echoes Orwell’s chilling logic — equality, but only on 
paper." 

 

3. “It is a truth universally acknowledged…” – Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen 

•           Use it when introducing a widely accepted but perhaps ironic truth. 
•        Everyone knows it — or thinks they do. 

Essay use: "It is a truth universally acknowledged that teenagers today are glued to their 
phones — though few question why." 

 

4. “The world breaks everyone, and afterward many are strong at the broken 
places.” – A Farewell to Arms, Ernest Hemingway 

•           Use it in essays about resilience, suffering, or growing through adversity. 
•        Pain shapes strength. 

Essay use: "As Hemingway noted, we may emerge stronger at our broken points." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. “Whatever our souls are made of, his and mine are the same.” – Wuthering 
Heights, Emily Brontë 

•           Use when discussing deep emotional or spiritual connections. 
•        True connection transcends logic. 

Essay use: "Some friendships defy explanation — they simply are, as if carved from the same 
soul." 

 

6. “Big Brother is watching you.” – 1984, George Orwell 

•           Use when discussing surveillance, control, or lack of privacy. 
•        The threat of constant observation limits freedom. 

Essay use: "Social media sometimes feels less like self-expression and more like Big 
Brother’s playground." 

 

7. “There is no greater agony than bearing an untold story inside you.” – I Know 
Why the Caged Bird Sings, Maya Angelou 

•           Use when writing about expression, identity, or emotional suppression. 
•        Silence can be torment. 

Essay use: "For many young people, Angelou’s words ring true — voicelessness is its own 
prison." 

 

8. “Stay gold, Ponyboy.” – The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton 

•           Use when talking about innocence, beauty, or staying true to oneself. 
•        Hold onto your goodness. 

Essay use: "In a world that often rewards cynicism, the message to ‘stay gold’ reminds us to 
protect what is pure in ourselves." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. “Call me Ishmael.” – Moby-Dick, Herman Melville 

•           Use when opening a story, exploring identity, or when discussing narrators. 
•        The beginning of a long and symbolic journey. 

Essay use: "Like Melville’s Ishmael, we all begin our search for meaning somewhere." 

 

10. “The past is never dead. It’s not even past.” – Requiem for a Nun, William 
Faulkner 

•           Use when writing about history, trauma, or recurring social issues. 
•        The past echoes through the present. 

Essay use: "Racism today proves Faulkner right — the past lingers in every shadow of the 
present." 

 

      Bonus Tip: Mix the Classics with Confidence 

You don’t need to name-drop every author. Paraphrasing with flair shows implied knowledge 
— which is often more impressive than quoting directly. 

Example: 

"Like Orwell warned through his farmyard fable, even noble ideals can be weaponized when 
power is involved." 

 

Here’s another round of literary quotes that will make any senior high schooler sound 
brilliantly bookish — even if the closest they’ve come to reading is scrolling TikTok 
summaries of the plot.  

11. “Hell is other people.” – No Exit, Jean-Paul Sartre 

•           Use when discussing social pressure, anxiety, or identity in groups. 
•        Sometimes the worst prison is other people’s judgment. 

Essay use: "As Sartre cynically put it, ‘hell is other people’ — a truth anyone navigating 
teenage social life can understand." 

 
 



12. “After all, tomorrow is another day.” – Gone with the Wind, Margaret 
Mitchell 

•           Use when writing about hope, resilience, or second chances. 
•        There's always a fresh start. 

Essay use: "Even in defeat, the human spirit clings to Scarlett O’Hara’s optimism — 
tomorrow is another day." 

 

13. “The only way to deal with an unfree world is to become so absolutely free 
that your very existence is an act of rebellion.” – Albert Camus 

•           Use when writing about independence, resistance, or self-expression. 
•        Living authentically is a revolutionary act. 

Essay use: "Camus might argue that in a conformist society, being yourself is already 
defiance." 

 

14. “You forget what you want to remember, and you remember what you want 
to forget.” – The Road, Cormac McCarthy 

•           Use when discussing trauma, memory, or human psychology. 
•        The mind doesn't always cooperate with our wishes. 

Essay use: "As in McCarthy’s bleak vision, our memories often betray us — clinging to pain 
while letting joy slip." 

 

15. “I took a deep breath and listened to the old brag of my heart: I am, I am, I 
am.” – The Bell Jar, Sylvia Plath 

•           Use when writing about existence, identity, or mental health. 
•        The act of being alive is defiance and wonder in itself. 

Essay use: "Like Plath’s narrator, sometimes all we have is the pulse of our own survival." 

 
 
 
 
 
 



16. “Time, which sees all things, has found you out.” – The Odyssey, Homer 

•           Use when discussing justice, karma, or consequences. 
•        No one escapes the truth forever. 

Essay use: "In the end, as Homer warned, time catches up with even the most cunning 
deceivers." 

 

17. “There is some good in this world, and it’s worth fighting for.” – The Two 
Towers, J.R.R. Tolkien 

•           Use when writing about hope, activism, or resistance. 
•        Hope is not naïve — it’s necessary. 

Essay use: "In a cynical world, Tolkien’s words remind us that idealism still matters." 

 

18. “Who controls the past controls the future. Who controls the present 
controls the past.” – 1984, George Orwell 

•           Use when writing about manipulation, history, or media. 
•        Control of narrative is control of power. 

Essay use: "As Orwell foresaw, those who manipulate facts today are rewriting tomorrow." 

 

19. “We accept the love we think we deserve.” – The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower, Stephen Chbosky 

•           Use when discussing relationships, self-worth, or mental health. 
•        Low self-esteem shapes who we allow into our lives. 

Essay use: "Many teens, like Chbosky’s characters, mistake toxicity for affection — because 
they think it’s all they deserve." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



20. “Nothing is so painful to the human mind as a great and sudden change.” – 
Frankenstein, Mary Shelley 

•           Use when writing about change, trauma, or personal growth. 
•        We resist change even when it’s necessary. 

Essay use: "Mary Shelley captured it perfectly: change, even for the better, is a kind of 
wound." 

 
 

21. “We are all fools in love.” – Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen 

•           Use when writing about relationships, attraction, or the irrationality of emotion. 
•        Love makes wise people do dumb things. 

Essay use: "Even Austen knew — logic rarely wins against love." 

 

22. “It is nothing to die; it is dreadful not to live.” – Les Misérables, Victor Hugo 

•           Use when discussing purpose, stagnation, or courage. 
•        Existing isn’t the same as truly living. 

Essay use: "Hugo’s haunting words remind us that a life unlived is the real tragedy." 

 

23. “All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.” – The 
Fellowship of the Ring, J.R.R. Tolkien 

•           Use when talking about responsibility, purpose, or decision-making. 
•        We don’t choose our circumstances — only our response. 

Essay use: "Tolkien’s Gandalf would likely advise today’s youth the same — your power lies 
in how you act now." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



24. “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his 
point of view… until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.” – To Kill a 
Mockingbird, Harper Lee 

•           Use when discussing empathy, perspective-taking, or prejudice. 
•        Judging without understanding is ignorance. 

Essay use: "Atticus Finch’s lesson is timeless — empathy begins where assumption ends." 

 

25. “The loneliest moment in someone’s life is when they are watching their 
whole world fall apart, and all they can do is stare blankly.” – The Great 
Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald 

•           Use when discussing disillusionment or emotional breakdown. 
•        When your dreams collapse, it’s the silence that hurts most. 

Essay use: "Fitzgerald captured the paralysis of despair — when everything shatters and you 
can't even move." 

 

26. “Man is not made for defeat. A man can be destroyed but not defeated.” – 
The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemingway 

•           Use when writing about perseverance, dignity, or inner strength. 
•        Loss doesn’t equal failure. 

Essay use: "Hemingway’s stoic vision still resonates: you can lose, but not be beaten." 

 

27. “I am no bird; and no net ensnares me: I am a free human being with an 
independent will.” – Jane Eyre, Charlotte Brontë 

•           Use when discussing freedom, gender roles, or individuality. 
•        I belong to no one. 

Essay use: "Even today, Jane Eyre’s defiance rings out — we are not to be caged." 

 
 
 
 
 



28. “You forget names but you remember faces. You forget years but you 
remember moments.” – The Book Thief, Markus Zusak 

•           Use when exploring memory, time, or emotional impact. 
•        What lingers is how something felt. 

Essay use: "As Zusak suggested, memory isn’t logical — it’s emotional." 

 

29. “Beware; for I am fearless, and therefore powerful.” – Frankenstein, Mary 
Shelley 

•           Use when discussing rebellion, power, or self-liberation. 
•        Fearlessness gives strength, even if it comes from pain. 

Essay use: "Like Shelley’s creature, those who lose fear gain a kind of terrifying freedom." 

 

30. “There’s no place like home.” – The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, L. Frank Baum 

•           Use when discussing belonging, roots, or comfort. 
•        Home is not just a place — it’s where you feel safe and seen. 

Essay use: "In uncertain times, Dorothy’s simple truth still holds: there’s no place like home." 

 
 

31. “So it goes.” – Slaughterhouse-Five, Kurt Vonnegut 

•           Use when discussing death, fate, or the absurdity of life. 
•        Life shrugs, even at tragedy. 

Essay use: "Vonnegut’s fatalistic 'so it goes' reminds us that the universe rarely pauses for 
grief." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



32. “He who opens a school door, closes a prison.” – Victor Hugo 

•           Use when writing about education, social justice, or reform. 
•        Education is society’s best investment. 

Essay use: "As Hugo claimed, schools are society’s best defense against despair." 

 

33. “People generally see what they look for, and hear what they listen for.” – 
To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee 

•           Use in essays about bias, perception, or justice. 
•        We’re wired to confirm our beliefs. 

Essay use: "Lee’s insight still holds: what we see often depends on what we expect to see." 

 

34. “I celebrate myself, and sing myself.” – Leaves of Grass, Walt Whitman 

•           Use when discussing self-love, freedom, or identity. 
•        I’m not ashamed to be me. 

Essay use: "Whitman’s unapologetic joy in being himself is a powerful declaration of 
identity." 

 

35. “There is no greater agony than bearing an untold story inside you.” – I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Maya Angelou 

•           Use in essays about trauma, truth, or expression. 
•        What we don't say can destroy us. 

Essay use: "Angelou teaches us that voicing our truth is the first act of healing." 

 

36. “If you want to know what a man’s like, take a good look at how he treats 
his inferiors, not his equals.” – Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, J.K. Rowling 

•           Use when discussing character, morality, or leadership. 
•        Power reveals true nature. 

Essay use: "Dumbledore’s wisdom still resonates — character is clearest when no one’s 
watching." 



 

37. “A thing is not necessarily true because a man dies for it.” – The Picture of 
Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde 

•           Use when discussing belief, martyrdom, or truth. 
•        Sincerity doesn’t equal correctness. 

Essay use: "Wilde’s sharp observation questions whether dying for an idea makes it valid." 

 

38. “Call me Ishmael.” – Moby-Dick, Herman Melville 

•           Use when talking about identity or beginnings. 
•        Every journey starts with a name and a mystery. 

Essay use: "Like Melville’s iconic opening, identity is often our way into deeper stories." 

 

39. “The past is not dead. It’s not even past.” – Requiem for a Nun, William 
Faulkner 

•           Use when writing about history, trauma, or memory. 
•        We live in echoes. 

Essay use: "Faulkner shows that history lingers in our choices, haunting the present." 

 

40. “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times...” – A Tale of Two Cities, 
Charles Dickens 

•           Use when discussing duality, paradox, or change. 
•        Every era is both progress and pain. 

Essay use: "Dickens captured the contradiction of any turning point in history." 

 

41. “I am haunted by humans.” – The Book Thief, Markus Zusak 

•           Use when writing about war, compassion, or human nature. 
•        Even Death can’t make sense of us. 

Essay use: "In Zusak’s universe, it’s not ghosts that haunt — it’s the living." 



 

42. “Whatever our souls are made of, his and mine are the same.” – Wuthering 
Heights, Emily Brontë 

•           Use in essays about love, obsession, or soulmates. 
•        Some bonds go beyond explanation. 

Essay use: "Brontë’s language of soul-deep connection echoes in today’s ideas of ‘twin 
flames’." 

 

43. “The world breaks everyone, and afterward many are strong at the broken 
places.” – A Farewell to Arms, Ernest Hemingway 

•           Use when discussing resilience, recovery, or trauma. 
•        We mend, but we don’t forget. 

Essay use: "Hemingway knew — scars can be signs of strength, not weakness." 

 

44. “If you expect nothing from anybody, you’re never disappointed.” – The Bell 
Jar, Sylvia Plath 

•           Use when discussing disillusionment or self-protection. 
•        Low expectations are a shield. 

Essay use: "Plath’s cynicism reflects the defensive mindset of many who’ve been hurt." 

 

45. “Power is in tearing human minds to pieces and putting them together 
again in new shapes of your own choosing.” – 1984, George Orwell 

•           Use in essays on manipulation, propaganda, or social media. 
•        True control lies in shaping thought. 

Essay use: "Orwell foresaw the weaponization of ideas long before the internet." 

 
 
 
 
 
 



46. “Stay gold, Ponyboy.” – The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton 

•           Use when writing about innocence, change, or youth. 
•        Hold onto what’s pure in you. 

Essay use: "‘Stay gold’ becomes a plea to preserve something real in a world that hardens 
us." 

 

47. “Words are, in my not-so-humble opinion, our most inexhaustible source 
of magic.” – Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, J.K. Rowling 

•           Use when discussing language, literature, or storytelling. 
•        Words still matter. Always. 

Essay use: "Rowling reminds us — words can wound or heal, deceive or empower." 

 

48. “All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others.” – 
Animal Farm, George Orwell 

•           Use in essays about hypocrisy, power, or injustice. 
•        Inequality loves a disguise. 

Essay use: "Orwell's dark irony exposes how those in power twist fairness into farce." 

 

49. “You is kind. You is smart. You is important.” – The Help, Kathryn Stockett 

•           Use in essays on affirmation, kindness, or self-worth. 
•        Simple words can build a person up. 

Essay use: "In a cruel world, simple affirmation, like in The Help, becomes a lifeline." 

 

50. “Once you’ve accepted your flaws, no one can use them against you.” – A 
Game of Thrones, George R.R. Martin 

•           Use in essays about confidence, identity, or inner power. 
•        Owning your story is your armor. 

Essay use: "As Martin writes, true strength lies in embracing even what others mock." 

 



 

If you don’t remember the quote exactly, you can still paraphrase in a clever way and sneak 
in the author’s name: 

"As Harper Lee suggested through Atticus Finch, seeing things from another’s point of view 
changes everything." 

 

 
Fake It Till You Make It: 50 Literary Quotes for Smart-

Sounding Essays 
Use these famous and striking quotes to elevate your essay and impress your academic 

readers — even if you haven't read the whole book! Each quote includes a theme and a tip on 
how to use it. Pick the ones that match your essay topic, or drop one in for a moment of literary 

flair. 

# Quote Theme Essay Usage Tip 

1 
"Not all those who wander are lost." – 
Tolkien Identity / Journey 

Use to suggest that 
unconventional paths can still 
lead to success. 

2 

"All animals are equal, but some 
animals are more equal than others." 
– Orwell Power / Injustice 

Use when criticizing hypocrisy in 
society. 

3 "So it goes." – Vonnegut Death / Absurdity 
Use to show fatalistic 
acceptance of tragedy. 

4 "Stay gold, Ponyboy." – Hinton Innocence / Youth 
Use to defend authenticity or 
moral purity. 

5 
"It is a truth universally 
acknowledged..." – Austen Society / Satire 

Use to begin a witty observation 
about human nature. 

6 "Big Brother is watching you." – Orwell 
Surveillance / 
Control 

Use when discussing technology 
or loss of privacy. 

7 
"Time, which sees all things, has 
found you out." – Sophocles Fate / Justice 

Use when writing about truth or 
guilt catching up. 

8 
"The past is not dead. It’s not even 
past." – Faulkner History / Memory 

Use when the consequences of 
history linger. 

9 
"It was the best of times, it was the 
worst of times..." – Dickens Duality / Change 

Use when showing contradiction 
in a situation. 

10 "We are all fools in love." – Austen Love / Irrationality 
Use when writing about 
emotional decision-making. 

11 "I am haunted by humans." – Zusak War / Humanity 
Use when humans act in 
confusing or tragic ways. 

12 
"A man can be destroyed but not 
defeated." – Hemingway 

Strength / 
Perseverance 

Use when discussing inner 
resilience. 

13 "Call me Ishmael." – Melville Identity / Journey 
Use as a clever intro or when 
talking about narration. 



14 
"You never really understand a 
person..." – Lee 

Empathy / 
Perspective 

Use when encouraging open-
mindedness. 

15 
"Beware; for I am fearless, and 
therefore powerful." – Shelley Power / Defiance 

Use when discussing courage or 
rebellion. 

16 
"You is kind. You is smart. You is 
important." – Stockett 

Self-worth / 
Kindness 

Use when promoting 
encouragement or empathy. 

17 
"He who opens a school door, closes 
a prison." – Hugo Education / Reform 

Use when arguing for the value of 
education. 

18 
"I celebrate myself, and sing myself." – 
Whitman Identity / Freedom 

Use to promote self-confidence 
or individuality. 

19 
"There is no greater agony than 
bearing an untold story." – Angelou 

Expression / 
Trauma 

Use when discussing the power 
of storytelling. 

20 
"Words are our most inexhaustible 
source of magic." – Rowling Language / Power 

Use when emphasizing the 
influence of words. 

21 
"Power is in tearing minds to pieces..." 
– Orwell 

Manipulation / 
Propaganda 

Use when discussing thought 
control. 

22 
"The world breaks everyone..." – 
Hemingway Trauma / Recovery 

Use when showing growth after 
hardship. 

23 
"Once you accept your flaws..." – 
Martin 

Confidence / 
Growth 

Use when discussing self-
acceptance. 

24 
"You forget names but remember 
faces..." – Zusak Memory / Emotion 

Use when analyzing how we 
remember life. 

25 "There’s no place like home." – Baum 
Belonging / 
Comfort 

Use when discussing family or 
identity. 

26 
"Man is not made for defeat." – 
Hemingway Dignity / Endurance Use to describe quiet strength. 

27 
"Whatever our souls are made of..." – 
Brontë 

Soulmates / 
Passion 

Use in love or relationship 
essays. 

28 
"I am no bird; and no net ensnares 
me." – Brontë 

Independence / 
Freedom 

Use to promote agency and 
personal power. 

29 "People see what they look for." – Lee Bias / Perception 
Use when analyzing prejudice or 
closed thinking. 

30 "I am haunted by humans." – Zusak Tragedy / Humanity 
Use when exploring human 
contradiction. 

31 
"If you expect nothing... you’re never 
disappointed." – Plath Disillusionment 

Use to explore cynicism or 
guarded emotions. 

32 "It’s dreadful not to live." – Hugo Purpose / Passion Use to urge seizing the moment. 

33 "All we have to decide..." – Tolkien Choice / Control 
Use when highlighting personal 
agency. 

34 "I sing the body electric." – Whitman 
Celebration / 
Identity 

Use when talking about human 
uniqueness. 

35 
"History has its eyes on you." – 
Hamilton (Miranda) 

Legacy / 
Responsibility 

Use to add pressure or nobility to 
modern choices. 

36 
"You can’t eat the orange and throw 
the peel away." – Miller Exploitation / Age Use to discuss unfair treatment. 

37 "Hell is other people." – Sartre 
Social Anxiety / 
Isolation Use when analyzing alienation. 

38 
"A thing isn’t necessarily true..." – 
Wilde Truth / Martyrdom 

Use when analyzing belief 
systems. 

39 "What’s in a name?" – Shakespeare Identity / Meaning 
Use when examining symbols or 
labels. 



40 "Et tu, Brute?" – Shakespeare Betrayal 
Use to underline a deep sense of 
shock or disloyalty. 

41 
"Some are born great..." – 
Shakespeare Ambition / Fate 

Use when discussing leadership 
or destiny. 

42 
"We are such stuff as dreams are 
made on." – Shakespeare Dreams / Fragility 

Use when exploring human 
aspiration. 

43 
"To thine own self be true." – 
Shakespeare 

Integrity / 
Authenticity Use to encourage self-honesty. 

44 
"The fault... is not in our stars, but in 
ourselves." – Shakespeare Responsibility Use when rejecting fatalism. 

45 
"Though she be but little, she is 
fierce." – Shakespeare Power / Defiance 

Use to praise underestimated 
strength. 

46 
"The lady doth protest too much, 
methinks." – Shakespeare Irony / Suspicion 

Use when over-denial suggests 
guilt. 

47 
"Brevity is the soul of wit." – 
Shakespeare Expression 

Use to praise clear, concise 
writing. 

48 
"Something is rotten in the state of 
Denmark." – Shakespeare Corruption 

Use when critiquing societal 
decay. 

49 
"I have measured out my life with 
coffee spoons." – Eliot 

Routine / 
Emptiness 

Use when showing monotony or 
lack of depth. 

50 
"Do I dare disturb the universe?" – 
Eliot Courage / Action 

Use when discussing taking risks 
or stepping up. 

 

 

Tip:  

You don’t need to quote exactly every time — 
rephrase with confidence and sprinkle in the 

author’s name to sound like a reader of many 
books! 


