
Aphorisms to use in English compositions 
Here is a selection of aphorisms for B2–C1 level English compositions, specifically for 
Finnish senior high school students. Each aphorism includes its meaning or context and 
advice on how to use it effectively.  

An aphorism is a short, clever, and memorable statement that expresses a general truth, 
principle, or observation about life. 

      Definition: 

Aphorism (noun): A concise statement of a truth or opinion, often witty or wise. 

     Characteristics: 

• Brief and punchy (often just one sentence) 
• Universal in meaning (applies across time and context) 
• Often uses metaphor or contrast 
• Sounds profound, wise, or philosophical 

     Examples: 

• "Actions speak louder than words." 
• "Knowledge is power." 
• "The early bird catches the worm." 

      Tip for Students: 

In essays, aphorisms can make your writing more persuasive, elegant, and memorable, 
especially when they support your argument or add depth to your conclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    FAMILY — 20 Aphorisms 

Aphorism Context / Meaning How to Use in Writing 

1. Blood is thicker than water. | Family bonds are stronger than other relationships. | 
Use to argue that family comes first in difficult situations. | 

2. Charity begins at home. | Helping others starts with caring for your own family. | Great 
in welfare, ethics, or community discussions. | 

3. Like father, like son. | Children often resemble their parents in behavior. | Use when 
discussing generational influence or upbringing. | 

4. Home is where the heart is. | A home is not just a place but where you feel loved. | 
Perfect in essays about moving, belonging, or emotional ties. | 

5. A house is not a home. | Physical shelter doesn’t equal emotional warmth. | Use when 
comparing material success and emotional well-being. | 

6. It takes a village to raise a child. | A child’s development involves the whole 
community. | Great for welfare, education, or parenting topics. | 

7. You can choose your friends but not your family. | Families are given, not chosen. | 
Use when discussing family conflicts or loyalty. | 

8. The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. | Children resemble their parents in 
character. | Useful when discussing inherited traits or family culture. | 

9. Don’t air your dirty laundry in public. | Family problems should stay private. | Ideal in 
arguments about privacy, media, or reputation. | 

10. Every family has its black sheep. | Every family has someone who stands out or 
misbehaves. | Use in discussions about family diversity or tolerance. | 

11. Home sweet home. | There's comfort and peace at home. | Good for compositions on 
travel, change, or coming back. | 

12. A mother's love knows no bounds. | Maternal love is powerful and unconditional. | 
Emotional and persuasive in personal reflections. | 

13. What’s bred in the bone will come out in the flesh. | Deep-rooted traits are hard to 
hide. | Use to discuss inherited values or personalities. | 

14. Blood will tell. | Family traits show in behavior or success. | Ideal for topics on nature 
vs nurture. | 

15. Family is not an important thing. It’s everything. — Michael J. Fox | Emphasizes 
central role of family in life. | Use in arguments about family values or emotional 
support. | 

16. A father’s goodness is higher than the mountain. — Japanese proverb | Highlights 
paternal love and support. | Strong in essays about role models or gratitude. | 

17. Siblings are different flowers from the same garden. | Celebrates diversity within 
unity. | Good in discussions on individual identity in families. | 

18. Where there is family, there is love. | Links family to emotional stability. | Great for 
positive, heartfelt conclusions. | 

19. Family means no one gets left behind or forgotten. — Lilo & Stitch | Emphasizes 
inclusion and support. | Can be used even in informal or creative writing. | 

20. A happy family is but an earlier heaven. — George Bernard Shaw | Compares 
harmonious family life to paradise. | Ideal for persuasive or narrative writing with a 
hopeful tone. | 

 

 



    TRAVEL — 20 Aphorisms 

Aphorism Context / Meaning How to Use in Writing 

1. Travel broadens the mind. | Experiencing new cultures expands understanding. | 
Ideal for essays on learning through travel. | 

2. To travel is to live. — Hans Christian Andersen | Travel enriches life. | Use in 
emotional or persuasive travel pieces. | 

3. The journey is the destination. | Focus on the process, not just the goal. | Great for 
reflective writing or life lessons. | 

4. Life is a journey, not a destination. | Emphasizes ongoing growth. | Useful in both 
travel and personal development essays. | 

5. Not all those who wander are lost. — J.R.R. Tolkien | Exploration is not the same as 
aimlessness. | Use to support open-minded or adventurous choices. | 

6. Wherever you go, go with all your heart. — Confucius | Encourages meaningful and 
intentional travel. | Good for personal or motivational writing. | 

7. The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only one page. — St. 
Augustine | Travel is a form of education. | Strong in cultural or global perspectives. | 

8. A change is as good as a rest. | Travel refreshes the mind like rest does. | Great for 
arguments about mental health and breaks. | 

9. Travel is the only thing you buy that makes you richer. | Travel adds experience and 
value to life. | Effective in persuasive writing on experiences. | 

10. Where you go becomes a part of you somehow. — Anita Desai | Travel leaves lasting 
impressions. | Ideal for emotional or reflective essays. | 

11. Adventure is worthwhile. — Aesop | Taking risks through travel is valuable. | Good for 
inspiring tone or personal growth themes. | 

12. Take only memories, leave only footprints. | Travel responsibly and respectfully. | 
Strong in sustainability or tourism discussions. | 

13. A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. — Laozi | Even the longest 
journeys start small. | Great for introductory lines or goal-setting. | 

14. Travel far enough, you meet yourself. — David Mitchell | Self-discovery through 
travel. | Excellent for introspective or coming-of-age pieces. | 

15. Better to see something once than hear about it a thousand times. | Personal 
experience beats secondhand information. | Useful in arguments about travel vs 
theory. | 

16. Jobs fill your pockets, but adventures fill your soul. | Contrast between materialism 
and meaningful experiences. | Strong in lifestyle debates or travel essays. | 

17. A mind stretched by new experiences never returns to its old dimensions. — Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Jr. | Travel permanently expands thinking. | Useful in cultural or 
identity discussions. | 

18. Collect moments, not things. | Value experiences over possessions. | Great for 
minimalist or anti-materialist writing. | 

19. To awaken alone in a strange town is one of the most pleasant sensations in the 
world. — Freya Stark | Highlights the excitement of independence. | Good for 
discussing solo travel or independence. | 

20. Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness. — Mark Twain | Travel 
challenges stereotypes. | Excellent in global citizenship and tolerance topics. | 

 



    CULTURE — 20 Aphorisms 

Aphorism Context / Meaning How to Use in Writing 

1. Culture is the widening of the mind and of the spirit. — Jawaharlal Nehru | Culture 
develops inner depth. | Use to support the arts and humanities. | 

2. Without culture, and the relative freedom it implies, society, even when perfect, 
is but a jungle. — Albert Camus | Culture keeps society human. | Excellent for 
political, artistic, or societal writing. | 

3. Art is the lie that enables us to realize the truth. — Pablo Picasso | Art reveals 
deeper truths. | Use in essays on visual or literary culture. | 

4. Language is the road map of a culture. — Rita Mae Brown | Language reflects cultural 
values. | Good for multilingual or identity-focused essays. | 

5. Tradition is not the worship of ashes, but the preservation of fire. — Gustav Mahler 
| True tradition is alive and relevant. | Ideal for essays balancing modernity and 
heritage. | 

6. Culture is not a luxury but a necessity. — Gao Xingjian | Culture is essential for 
human development. | Strong in arguments about education or funding the arts. | 

7. Diversity is the art of thinking independently together. — Malcolm Forbes | 
Celebrates multiculturalism. | Use in globalisation or tolerance discussions. | 

8. Music is the universal language of mankind. — Henry Wadsworth Longfellow | Music 
connects cultures. | Great for unity or artistic discussions. | 

9. Art speaks where words are unable to explain. | Art expresses the inexpressible. | 
Effective in essays about emotional communication. | 

10. A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a 
tree without roots. — Marcus Garvey | Culture grounds identity. | Strong in heritage 
and identity debates. | 

11. Fashion is the armor to survive the reality of everyday life. — Bill Cunningham | 
Fashion as cultural expression. | Useful in youth, identity, or societal trend topics. | 

12. When in Rome, do as the Romans do. | Adapt to local customs when abroad. | Great 
for travel and cultural adjustment discussions. | 

13. Every culture has something to teach. | All societies hold valuable lessons. | Good 
for respecting global diversity. | 

14. Culture is the heartbeat of a nation. | Culture defines national spirit. | Strong 
metaphor for national identity topics. | 

15. Customs differ, but humanity is the same. | Cultural practices vary, but people 
share common needs. | Use in global or ethical discussions. | 

16. Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life. — Picasso | Art renews and 
refreshes. | Excellent for mental health or education essays. | 

17. Food is culture on a plate. | Cuisine expresses cultural history. | Good for lighter or 
lifestyle essays. | 

18. The more you know about other cultures, the less prejudiced you become. | 
Knowledge breeds understanding. | Great for global citizenship and tolerance themes. 
| 

19. Culture is a way of coping with the world by defining it in detail. — Malcolm 
Bradbury | Culture gives structure to life. | Suitable for deeper cultural reflections. | 

20. We may have different religions, languages, and colored skin, but we all belong to 
one human race. — Kofi Annan | Emphasizes global unity. | Powerful in peace, war, or 
identity essays. | 



 
 

    SOCIETAL INSTITUTIONS & WELFARE — 20 Aphorisms 

Aphorism Context / Meaning How to Use in Writing 

1. A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall 
never sit in. — Greek proverb | True civic virtue benefits future generations. | Ideal for 
essays on social responsibility. | 

2. Justice delayed is justice denied. | Slow legal systems harm fairness. | Strong in 
arguments about law, equity, or reform. | 

3. The true measure of any society can be found in how it treats its most vulnerable 
members. — Gandhi | Social care defines moral standards. | Use when discussing 
welfare, poverty, or disability. | 

4. Taxes are what we pay for a civilized society. — Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. | Taxes 
fund necessary public services. | Effective in debates on taxation or social spending. | 

5. Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. — Lord Acton | 
Cautionary take on political authority. | Useful in political or governmental criticism. | 

6. Democracy is the worst form of government, except for all the others. — Winston 
Churchill | Democracy has flaws, but it's still best. | Good for balanced arguments on 
political systems. | 

7. Public service must be more than doing a job efficiently and honestly. It must be a 
complete dedication to the people. — Margaret Chase Smith | Advocates servant 
leadership. | Great for civic duty or political engagement topics. | 

8. Charity begins at home, but should not end there. | One must care for family, then 
community. | Excellent for welfare, migration, or foreign aid discussions. | 

9. We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give. — Churchill | 
Generosity defines meaningful lives. | Suitable for volunteering or social values. | 

10. The health of a society is reflected in the health of its people. | Well-being indicates 
functioning institutions. | Ideal for essays about healthcare and social policy. | 

11. A rising tide lifts all boats. | Economic growth helps everyone. | Good in debates 
about employment or welfare. | 

12. You measure the degree of civilization of a society by how it treats its prisoners. — 
Fyodor Dostoevsky | Treatment of criminals reveals core values. | Strong in criminal 
justice arguments. | 

13. Laws are like cobwebs, which may catch small flies, but let wasps and hornets 
break through. — Jonathan Swift | Critique of unequal justice. | Powerful in corruption 
or justice system essays. | 

14. No man is an island. — John Donne | We are all interconnected. | Great for social 
cohesion or public health arguments. | 

15. Civilization is a race between education and catastrophe. — H.G. Wells | Learning 
is key to societal survival. | Combine with education or climate change topics. | 

16. What is right is not always popular, and what is popular is not always right. | 
Integrity matters more than public opinion. | Use when discussing moral decisions or 
leadership. | 

17. A nation should not be judged by how it treats its highest citizens, but its lowest 
ones. — Nelson Mandela | Advocates for fairness and justice. | Excellent in poverty, 
equity, or legal system essays. | 



18. Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. — Ronald 
Reagan | Every generation must defend democracy. | Good for civic education and 
responsibility. | 

19. If you want peace, work for justice. — Pope Paul VI | Social justice is key to stability. | 
Use in conflict, war, or inequality discussions. | 

20. Strong institutions are the backbone of a healthy society. | Stability requires 
trustworthy systems. | Useful in essays about governance or democracy. | 

 

    SCIENCE — 20 Aphorisms 

Aphorism Context / Meaning How to Use in Writing 

1. Science is organized knowledge. — Herbert Spencer | Science gives structure to 
understanding. | Use in general science essays or STEM advocacy. | 

2. The good thing about science is that it's true whether or not you believe in it. — 
Neil deGrasse Tyson | Science is based on evidence, not opinion. | Great for climate, 
vaccines, or facts vs. beliefs. | 

3. Science without conscience is the soul's perdition. — Rabelais | Ethics must guide 
scientific progress. | Powerful in biotechnology or AI discussions. | 

4. Equipped with his five senses, man explores the universe around him and calls 
the adventure science. — Edwin Hubble | Science is human curiosity in action. | 
Inspiring tone for introductory paragraphs. | 

5. Imagination is more important than knowledge. — Albert Einstein | Creativity fuels 
discovery. | Excellent in innovation or future-tech essays. | 

6. The important thing is not to stop questioning. — Einstein | Curiosity drives science. 
| Useful in essays on research or education. | 

7. Every great advance in science has issued from a new audacity of imagination. — 
John Dewey | Breakthroughs require bold thinking. | Strong in tech or scientific history 
discussions. | 

8. Science knows no country, because knowledge belongs to humanity. — Louis 
Pasteur | Science transcends national boundaries. | Good for global cooperation 
essays. | 

9. In science, there are no shortcuts to truth. — Karl Popper | Careful process matters 
more than speed. | Strong in research method or science funding debates. | 

10. Research is what I'm doing when I don't know what I'm doing. — Wernher von Braun 
| Trial and error are part of discovery. | Useful in creativity or failure discussions. | 

11. We are made of star stuff. — Carl Sagan | Humans share origins with the universe. | 
Poetic, philosophical tone for astronomy or identity. | 

12. Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known. — Carl Sagan | Science is 
always unfolding. | Ideal for future-thinking or space topics. | 

13. Technology is nothing. What’s important is that you have faith in people. — Steve 
Jobs | Human values must guide tech. | Great in ethics or AI essays. | 

14. Science is the key to our future, and if you don't believe in science, you're holding 
everybody back. — Bill Nye | Anti-science attitudes harm progress. | Strong for 
vaccine or climate change essays. | 

15. The saddest aspect of life right now is that science gathers knowledge faster than 
society gathers wisdom. — Isaac Asimov | Tech advances outpace ethics. | Excellent 
in bioethics or AI discussions. | 



16. Discovery consists of seeing what everybody has seen and thinking what nobody 
has thought. — Albert Szent-Györgyi | New perspectives lead to breakthroughs. | 
Useful in innovation or education topics. | 

17. Science is the great antidote to the poison of enthusiasm and superstition. — 
Adam Smith | Rational thought beats blind belief. | Good for debunking myths or fake 
news. | 

18. The science of today is the technology of tomorrow. — Edward Teller | Research 
fuels tech progress. | Ideal for essays on innovation and investment. | 

19. Nature composes some of her loveliest poems for the microscope and the 
telescope. — Theodore Roszak | Beauty in discovery. | Ideal for poetic or reflective 
tone. | 

20. Facts are stubborn things. — John Adams | Reality doesn’t change with opinion. | Use 
in evidence-based arguments. 

 
 

    STUDYING — 20 Aphorisms 

Aphorism Context / Meaning How to Use in Writing 

1. There is no elevator to success—you have to take the stairs. | Hard work beats 
shortcuts. | Great in paragraphs about perseverance and effort. | 

2. Success is 10% inspiration and 90% perspiration. — Thomas Edison | Emphasizes 
the value of effort. | Ideal for essays on academic achievement. | 

3. The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet. — Aristotle | Studying is 
hard, but worth it. | Use when discussing motivation or long-term goals. | 

4. Study while others are sleeping; work while others are loafing. — William A. Ward | 
Discipline pays off. | Suitable for writing about work ethic. | 

5. Learning never exhausts the mind. — Leonardo da Vinci | Learning energizes rather 
than drains. | Good in motivation or lifelong learning contexts. | 

6. Repetition is the mother of learning. — Latin proverb | Practice makes perfect. | 
Effective in arguments for memorization or training. | 

7. You don’t have to be great to start, but you have to start to be great. | The first step 
is the most important. | Motivational tone for tackling difficult studies. | 

8. Failing to prepare is preparing to fail. | Lack of planning leads to failure. | Ideal for 
exam-related or time management writing. | 

9. The only place where success comes before work is in the dictionary. — Vidal 
Sassoon | No success without effort. | Great for arguing against laziness. | 

10. A little progress each day adds up to big results. | Small steps build success. | 
Useful in discussions on routines and persistence. | 

11. Don't watch the clock; do what it does—keep going. — Sam Levenson | Stay 
focused on steady progress. | Good in time management contexts. | 

12. Success doesn't come to you. You go to it. — Marva Collins | Be proactive. | 
Motivating for students who struggle with initiative. | 

13. Discipline is the bridge between goals and accomplishment. — Jim Rohn | Self-
control enables achievement. | Strong in paragraphs about planning. | 

14. It always seems impossible until it’s done. — Nelson Mandela | The hardest tasks 
feel overwhelming—until finished. | Good for resilience or test prep essays. | 



15. Practice isn’t the thing you do once you’re good. It’s the thing you do that makes 
you good. — Malcolm Gladwell | Mastery requires constant effort. | Ideal for skill-
building or revision. | 

16. Knowledge is power. — Francis Bacon | Learning is empowering. | Simple but 
effective in nearly any academic essay. | 

17. Every expert was once a beginner. | Everyone starts somewhere. | Reassuring quote 
in growth-mindset writing. | 

18. Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out. — Robert Collier | 
Steady effort wins. | Ideal for self-discipline topics. | 

19. What we learn with pleasure, we never forget. — Alfred Mercier | Enjoyment aids 
memory. | Excellent in arguments for creative or engaging study methods. | 

20. Your future is created by what you do today, not tomorrow. — Robert Kiyosaki | 
Urges action now. | Great for essays on deadlines or personal growth. 

 

    EDUCATION — 20 Aphorisms 

Aphorism Context / Meaning How to Use in Writing 

1. Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world. — 
Nelson Mandela | Education empowers change. | Excellent for topics on equality, 
development, or reform. | 

2. The aim of education is not knowledge but action. — Herbert Spencer | Learning 
should lead to real-world impact. | Great for practical learning debates. | 

3. An investment in knowledge pays the best interest. — Benjamin Franklin | 
Education brings lifelong returns. | Suitable in education policy arguments. | 

4. Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself. — John Dewey | 
Learning is ongoing and vital. | Excellent for essays on lifelong learning. | 

5. The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think 
critically. — Martin Luther King Jr. | Promotes deeper understanding. | Strong in 
discussions of curriculum or critical thinking. | 

6. The mind is not a vessel to be filled, but a fire to be kindled. — Plutarch | Education 
should inspire, not just inform. | Effective in creative education topics. | 

7. Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner everywhere. — Chinese proverb | 
Knowledge stays with you. | Good in global or personal development contexts. | 

8. Teachers open the door, but you must enter by yourself. — Chinese proverb | 
Personal responsibility in learning. | Useful in teacher–student dynamic discussions. | 

9. A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops. — Henry 
Adams | The impact of teachers is far-reaching. | Excellent in essays about educators. | 

10. To educate a person in the mind but not in morals is to educate a menace to 
society. — Theodore Roosevelt | Education must include ethics. | Ideal in curriculum 
reform debates. | 

11. Children must be taught how to think, not what to think. — Margaret Mead | 
Encourages independent thought. | Good in critical thinking or politics & education 
essays. | 

12. Learning is not attained by chance, it must be sought for with ardor and attended 
to with diligence. — Abigail Adams | Learning requires passion and effort. | Great for 
motivation. | 



13. Education breeds confidence. Confidence breeds hope. Hope breeds peace. — 
Confucius | A chain of benefits from education. | Poetic tone for inspirational 
conclusions. | 

14. Education is the key to unlock the golden door of freedom. — George Washington 
Carver | Learning enables opportunity. | Ideal in essays on poverty or inclusion. | 

15. The whole purpose of education is to turn mirrors into windows. — Sydney J. Harris 
| Education should expand worldview. | Good for global awareness arguments. | 

16. The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can take it away from you. — B.B. King 
| Knowledge is a lasting possession. | Comforting in tough or personal essays. | 

17. Much education today is monumentally ineffective. All too often we are giving 
young people cut flowers when we should be teaching them to grow their own 
plants. — John W. Gardner | Critique of rote learning. | Useful in education reform 
arguments. | 

18. The task of the modern educator is not to cut down jungles, but to irrigate deserts. 
— C.S. Lewis | Education should nurture, not restrict. | Ideal for essays on creativity. | 

19. Don’t limit a child to your own learning, for he was born in another time. — 
Rabindranath Tagore | Education must adapt to the future. | Great for technology and 
modern education debates. | 

20. Education is simply the soul of a society as it passes from one generation to 
another. — G.K. Chesterton | Education shapes cultural continuity. | Ideal for writing 
on national values and institutions. 

 
 

     NATURE — 20 Aphorisms 

Aphorism Context / Meaning How to Use in Writing 

1. In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks. — John Muir | Nature 
restores and surprises us. | Ideal for essays on hiking, forests, or wellbeing. | 

2. Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better. — Albert 
Einstein | Nature offers deep insight. | Use when linking nature to science or 
philosophy. | 

3. The earth has music for those who listen. — George Santayana (attrib.) | Nature 
speaks to the attentive. | Poetic addition to reflective pieces. | 

4. Nature does not hurry, yet everything is accomplished. — Lao Tzu | Nature’s slow 
pace is still effective. | Use in arguments against haste or burnout. | 

5. Take only memories, leave only footprints. — Chief Seattle (attrib.) | Travel 
responsibly and respect nature. | Great for eco-tourism and sustainability essays. | 

6. We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children. — 
Native American proverb | Future generations rely on our care. | Excellent for 
environmental policy debates. | 

7. The clearest way into the Universe is through a forest wilderness. — John Muir | 
Nature connects us to something bigger. | Useful in environmental awareness 
compositions. | 

8. To forget how to dig the earth and tend the soil is to forget ourselves. — Mahatma 
Gandhi | Connection to land is part of humanity. | Ideal in arguments for sustainable 
farming. | 



9. The poetry of the earth is never dead. — John Keats | Nature is endlessly inspiring. | 
Poetic tone for conclusions or reflections. | 

10. He that plants trees loves others beside himself. — Thomas Fuller | Planting is an 
act of future care. | Good for arguments on reforestation or green projects. | 

11. Nature is not a place to visit. It is home. — Gary Snyder | We are part of nature. | 
Strong for pieces on human–nature relationship. | 

12. Adopt the pace of nature: her secret is patience. — Ralph Waldo Emerson | Nature 
teaches patience. | Great for mindfulness or seasonal topics. | 

13. When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the 
world. — John Muir | All of nature is interconnected. | Ideal for climate or biodiversity 
discussions. | 

14. The Earth laughs in flowers. — Ralph Waldo Emerson | Nature’s beauty expresses 
joy. | Use in descriptive writing or emotional tone. | 

15. Even the darkest night will end and the sun will rise. — Victor Hugo | Nature 
symbolizes hope. | Encouraging in personal essays or after crisis topics. | 

16. A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall 
never sit in. — Greek proverb | True greatness thinks of the future. | Strong in 
arguments on environmental legacy. | 

17. A walk in nature walks the soul back home. — Mary Davis | Nature heals the spirit. | 
Good in wellbeing and mental health contexts. | 

18. What is the use of a house if you haven't got a tolerable planet to put it on? — 
Henry David Thoreau | Planetary care is foundational. | Sharp in environmental 
awareness arguments. | 

19. The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is now. — 
Chinese proverb | It’s never too late to act for nature. | Motivating call to action. | 

20. One touch of nature makes the whole world kin. — William Shakespeare | Nature 
unites us all. | Elegant addition to global environmental topics. 

 

     GLOBAL ISSUES — 20 Aphorisms 

Aphorism Context / Meaning How to Use in Writing 

1. Be the change that you wish to see in the world. — Mahatma Gandhi | Personal 
responsibility for global change. | Great for activism and civic responsibility essays. | 

2. The world suffers a lot not because of the violence of bad people, but because of 
the silence of good people. — Napoleon Bonaparte (attrib.) | Speaking out matters. | 
Effective in justice or human rights discussions. | 

3. Think globally, act locally. | Solve global issues through local actions. | Perfect in 
sustainable development essays. | 

4. Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. — Martin Luther King Jr. | 
Human rights are interconnected. | Use when discussing global solidarity. | 

5. Poverty is the worst form of violence. — Mahatma Gandhi | Highlights the deep 
impact of poverty. | Strong for inequality or development arguments. | 

6. You may choose to look the other way, but you can never say again that you did 
not know. — William Wilberforce | Once aware, we’re responsible. | Sharp for climate, 
war, or humanitarian issues. | 



7. The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing. — 
Edmund Burke (attrib.) | Inaction enables injustice. | Classic quote for ethical debates. 
| 

8. We are not only responsible for what we do, but also for what we do not do. — 
Molière | Responsibility includes omissions. | Suitable in moral or ecological 
arguments. | 

9. The true measure of any society can be found in how it treats its most vulnerable 
members. — Mahatma Gandhi | Welfare reflects society’s ethics. | Great for essays on 
healthcare, refugees, poverty. | 

10. We rise by lifting others. — Robert Ingersoll | Helping others uplifts us all. | Ideal for 
humanitarian themes. | 

11. A single death is a tragedy; a million deaths is a statistic. — Joseph Stalin 
(ironically) | Dehumanization of large-scale suffering. | Use with care—powerful in war 
or disaster writing. | 

12. Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter. — Martin 
Luther King Jr. | Silence can be complicity. | Strong for argumentation on human rights. 
| 

13. Peace is not merely the absence of war but the presence of justice. — Albert 
Einstein | Real peace requires fairness. | Use when discussing conflict resolution or 
diplomacy. | 

14. The environment is where we all meet. — Lady Bird Johnson | Ecology connects 
humanity. | Effective in climate change pieces. | 

15. If not us, who? If not now, when? — John Lewis / Hillel | Calls for immediate, personal 
action. | Excellent for persuasive writing. | 

16. We do not live on this planet alone. — Anonymous | Reminder of interdependence. | 
Useful in sustainability and animal rights topics. | 

17. A nation that continues year after year to spend more money on military defense 
than on programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual death. — Martin Luther 
King Jr. | Critique of military over welfare. | Powerful for budget or policy critique 
essays. | 

18. Borders are scratches on the skin of the planet. — Frida Kahlo (attrib.) | National 
divisions are artificial. | Bold choice for global unity or migration essays. | 

19. Climate change is not a distant problem—it’s our reality. — Greta Thunberg 
(paraphrased) | Climate crisis is now. | Use to add urgency to environmental essays. | 

20. No man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent. — John 
Donne | We are all connected. | Poetic flourish for global cooperation arguments. 

 


